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NEW DECENT AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
FOR LOCAL PEOPLE COME TO EAST BRENT �

It all started in 2008 when the Parish Council began to 
look into whether local people needed help to find an 
affordable home.  

A local housing needs survey told the Parish Council 
that there were a number of local people (with a strong 
connection with the East Brent parish) in need of help 
to access an affordable home. The PC spearheaded a 
project to provide new affordable homes to specifically 
house local people.  

After an extensive site search, a suitable parcel of land 
was found at Crossways Farm  during 2009.  

These picture show 
Crossways Farm before 
development in 2009, 
and what it now looks like 
now in 2011 

At a very early stage in the 
process, an open public 
consultation day was run 
to make sure local views 
and opinions influenced 
the development of any 
new homes. �

South West Housing Society bought the land from 
Somerset County Council Since then this land has 
developed to provide four (2 x 2 bed and 2 x 3 bed) 
new affordable rented homes.  

At the same time, the Society bought more land in 
Rooksbridge  at Ashlawn Farm , on which it has built 
a further six (2 x 3bed and 2 x 2bed) affordable homes 
as well as building a new suite of offices on adjacent 
land. The Society will shortly be relocating to these 
new facilities, providing a very local housing 
management service. 

 These homes have been built to address the housing 
needs of local people. Robert Strachan clerk to the 
Parish Council said “East Brent Parish Council is  

pleased it has been able to work with Sedgemoor 
District Council and South Western Housing Society to 
provide this important development which will help 
address the need to keep local residents  living locally 
in accommodation that they can afford.” 

These pictures show 
Ashlawn Farm before 
development in 2009, 
and what it now looks 
like now in 2011 

 

South Western Housing 
Society are proud to report 
that the new dwellings and 
offices which have been 
constructed, by Halsall 
Construction,  using render and Bridgwater red bricks 
with profile tiling to match the surrounding area and 
have achieved level 3 for the Code for Sustainable 
Homes.  This was achieved by reducing the energy 
usage of the homes, along with low energy internal 
and external lighting.  The homes have also been 
provided with a number of features to reduce other 
uses of energy, such as external drying facilities, 
rainwater butts, secure cycle storage all with the 
accessible private garden space.  The calculated 
internal water usage was reduced through toilet and 
flow limiters.  Each home has also been provided with 
a rainwater harvesting system.  This collects rain water 
from the roofs and stores it in an underground tank to 
utilise with the home for WC flushing. 

The properties are owned and managed by South 
Western Housing Society who have been providing 
affordable homes in the south west since 1944.  They 
are in the process of moving from rented office 
premises in Weston Super Mare to new permanent 
office accommodation at Rooksbridge.  The Society 
currently employs 10 staff and is particularly pleased 
that their new offices will be located in Sedgemoor as 
they are a key partner with Sedgemoor in new housing 
provision. 

The project was sponsored by Sedgemoor District 
Council. Commenting on the project, Mary Chorley 
said “without the dedication of the parish council and 
the housing society, we would not be celebrating the 
success of this project today. Not only have we 
provided affordable homes, but these are affordable to 
run as well. These new homes will help local people to 
stay in the parish when previously the opportunity may 
not have been there.”   

These homes come with a local allocation policy giving 
priority for any future vacancy to local people. 


