





2nd Expanded Edition
reprinted 2018

Includes much new information.

Due to the varied sources and limited public redeanaterial
available some errors are likely!

As publisher the East Brent Parish History Groupnod be
responsible for any errors. But would appreciate an
corrections or omissions.
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This work is dedicated in remembrance and thanks tamot
only those who were casualties, but to all of theoyng men
of our parish, who served in World War One. Also totheir
families, who suffered anxiously while their men we
away....






A lost hero ...
or 'Just a photo on Grandma's piano'?

Almost every family has a connection to the armedofces in
their history. Especially in World War One.

But how many of us know, or are even aware, espetfimamong
the younger generations, that their grandfather, geat
grandfather or great uncle almost certainly servedand suffered
in that terrible conflict One hundred years ago?

None of these brave men remain with us now to tetheir story!

From stories passed down to us from parents aatives, we may
possibly be aware that our grandfather or Grealeur@@harlie

served or was killed in WW1?

But what of those relatives who survived, came hame carried
on with life as best they could? Such were therdrsrthey

endured, that they rarely spoke of their servicevar experiences.
So in many cases the younger generations of manyliéa never
even knew of the bravery and hardship that theandrparents or
great grand parents had endured over 100 years@gmly on the
battle front but here on the home front.

During this Centenary of the Great War this is #empt to find
out and record for future generations, who sonthedge brave men
of East Brent were and what do we know of them? Al the
wives, mothers and families who suffered and swdithe war as
well as those who made the ultimate sacrifice anplaty tribute to
them all.

Many superb books, films, videos etc on the histony battles of
World War One have been published. So here | wiltd confine
the historical battle details of the war to a brigditline of events
mainly relevant to the men and families of our Hasdnt parish
and the affect they may have had upon them.

John Rigarlsford (2018)
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World War One or the 'Great War' as it was known th  en, was
for the first time in history to become a GLOBAL WA R that
started one hundred years ago in Europe on 28 July 1914 and
lasted until 11 November 1918.

It would draw in people from almost every countrgdacommunity
around the world.

Many believe that the aftermath of this conflicttlwithe hardships
iImposed on a defeated Germany by some of the Atlatbns especially
France, contributed to the rise of the Nazi pang the outbreak of World
War Two.

Unknown to those who eagerly volunteered to dortbairiotic duty, this

war was to be unlike any conflict before it, am@ tragic events that
followed would touch the people of our village o&dE Brent just as it
would every other community in the world!

From available military and electoral records atiteo sources, we know
that possibly over 130 men of our parish served/\W1.

More than twenty of the men who left our paristigit would not return
and are buried or lost in foreign soil. However bt&o of our
servicemen survived the war and gave their birtimda address or that of
their next of kin as 'East Brent', Rooksbridge dmigworth. Very little is
known about the lives of many of these survivotsraheir return? Some
we do not even know their names?
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For most of human history, war memorials were e@dtd commemorate
great victories and the commanders of those v&sariDrake, Nelson,
Wellington, Napoleon etc.

But remembering the casualties from these battles & secondary
concern. Indeed in Wellington, Nelson and Napokeday and before, the
dead were merely shoveled into mass, unmarked @agodtien graves on
the battlefield.

Memorials such as the Arc de Triomphe in Paris elsbh's Column in
London for example, contain no mention of thoskekll

It was after the Boer War and during the greatdsssf the First World
War that commemorating those who died was beginrimgoe felt
important, and some Regiments created memorialsthtor fallen
comrades. These were usually installed in cathedraarrison churches.
Some schools or colleges and large companies etgldverect a roll of
honour to its students or employees who were losteoved during the
wars.

At first there was no plan to commemorate thesfalbf the First World
War. But in some towns or villages street shrinesrewplaced to
commemorate the men who had died or served theintoo Some of
these were merely a notice board with names ofllseaving men
sometimes decorated with flowers where relatived #mends could
gather to pray for their safety.

When the war ended there was no government guigaaite or

administration regarding War Memorials. Each paridistrict or town

made its own decisions. Committees were set upaige rmoney and
decide on designs and locations etc. Many memowal® placed in the
local Anglican parish church or churchyard. Whiadmgtimes created
problems with relatives of Non-Conformists requagtihe name of their
relative be removed.

Seventeen men from our parish are commemoratediioBast Brent War
Memorial. But we know that at least eight otherghwstrong family
connections with the parish also died.

There were no strict rules as to who was to be cemonated on a
memorial. It appears to have been down to the wessof those who



made up the local community War Memorial committ€&eme names
were omitted because the families had moved elseyl¢hers as said
previously, were taken off because of religion, sdiamilies even asked
to be taken off because their son had been dec&séMlissing' and the
family held onto the forlorn hope that one day heuld return. Others just
wanted to be left alone with their grief. While etrsometimes influential
families with a tenuous connection would ask foeithrelative to be
included on a particular memorial.

| East Brent War Memorlal . |

: |  The Rev. Preb. Wickham (viear) presided over g
In 1919 a meeting was held meeting held at Enst Brent to consider sucges.

; i tionis as 1o 0 suitabls war memorial of the parish.
In East Brent to COﬂSlder th' 1t wag rednlved to recommesnd the {ollowinz

erection of a war memorial | #ehemes to 4 peblic meeting, to bo held on Anvil
) Ti~i1 The crection of o monument, (2) the erection
commemorating the dead ¢ ﬁi;pt!:};i];iﬁ h-.‘ﬂ:l-:h pl:n]to u'f wor:hip.l ﬂr:ru?ltniz 10
. ; W5 a7 thosy who hivve fooght and fallen.

the pa”Sh. The erection of a parich holl was considerod.
hut as #everal of the parishioners were opposad

to the scheme, it was decided not to recommend

| it. . §




Several suggestions were put forward including thelding of a
commemorative Parish Hall. A committee separatanfrthe Parish
Council was set up chaired by the Rev, Archie WI@H vicar of St
Marys.

Mr. Dixon WARD, who became a committee member, siiol scheme
was too big, and they shouldn't be afraid of a fayure sum, for now was
a time of great prosperity. Any sum raised wouldyohe a small
installment of the debt owed to the young men whd Hdied and easily
got by living for a week on a shilling a daysirom: Some Memorials of
War in the County of Somers&teve DIBBLE.

At a subsequent
public meeting held East Brent War Memorial.

- .| A largely attended ing, of [East )
in November 1919 itparishioners, over whichmgﬁg nfic&r (P-reb. .E.N!l!'t’

(Wickham) presided, decid reacind

was agreed that {(resointions and that :llxeedwat.g Memoria.lpr-%'gggf

memorial crosg take the form of a Memorial Crose, It Wasdecidad
to asik Capt. Gaskell, the I.ord of the Manor, to give

should be erected ga piece of land opposite the Council Schoo] as the

: : site. It was further i £60 sh
the junction of the|geyoted to the erectig:(-:o(}ei tig:tt'noﬁal t:.lt:’lledt 'fﬁ

then Bristol and/the Church and £20 each to the Wesleyan an
Baptist, Churches for a sim rpose. So
Weston roads, Offwas collected in the coame ar purpose. Some £1

land donated by

Capt. Gaskell Lord of the Manor, plus three plagieebe installed in St
Mary's church, the Wesleyan Chapel at East Bredttla@ Baptist Chapel
at Rooksbridge.

The East Brent Memorial was designed and builttbgesmason

A. Ruscombe EMERY of Burnham on Sea. He also hdtmemorials at
Catcott, West Huntspill,

East Huntspill and Brean

The East Brent memorial i
unique in that it depicts life
size statues of men of thg
three military services andsg:
also that of a man of thjss
Merchant Navy, who.&
unarmed risked dang
from submarines daily tc¢®




keep not only Britain supplied with food and vigalpplies but also food
and weapons to the men serving on the front.

By 1920 enough funds had been raised and our rathigue East Brent
war memorial was dedicated on May 27th 1921.

£459 had been collected, Mr. A Ruscombe-Emery badived £327-19-0
for his work in executing the monument and Mr. fereck Bligh Bond

was paid a fee of three Guineas for his originanpl Among other
payments was the sum of 15s-Od. to a bugler fondiog the Last Post
and Revellle at the dedication ceremony. The balamas donated to
Weston Hospital. In 1920 a 'Welcome Home' party wa®n for one

hundred and sixteen returned ex-servicemen of Bemstt. It was later
proposed and carried that the monument should dee@lin the care of
the Parish Council.

The memorial stands proudly in East Brent at whas then the junction
of the main Bristol and Weston Super Mare roadsd sould have been
seen by all who travelled North or South to andrfrthe west country
until the late 1920's when the A38 was widened atmhightened
bypassing the village.

East Brent was known by many as
the War Memorial village.

In the late 1980's a brass memorial
plaque similar to that in St Mary's
: Church was discovered in an
e 65 outhouse at Beaconsfield House,
- OF East Bie Rooksbridge, by owner Arthur

: POPHAM. (Probably removed
when the Baptist Chapel opposite
was converted to a private residence

in the 1970's).

Dave WALDON the owner of
residence that was once the old
Baptist Chapel at Rooksbridge
restored the brass plague and
mounted it on the wall inside his ex-
chapel home.




The name Harry DINWIDDY is missing from this menariplaque
maybe due to its Baptist location or perhaps hmilfareligion? But his
name was added to the main war memorial aften&sguration.

A plate had also been added to this memorial toncemorate WW2
casualty Louis William TAYLOR who died at Anzio. ireb 1944 aged
20.

Louis William was the youngest of the five childrehAnnie and Louis
William Taylor Snr. who was a steam roller driverdawvho came to East
Brent from Lympsham. At the time of his call uplif42 18 yr old Louis
was a steam roller driver's mate working on lo@adr schemes in the
area. At the time of his service the family wexang in a cottage near the
Knoll Inn.

Another WW?2 casualty who was not listed on any aoff willage
memorials is Lieutenant Francis STOKES son of Maurand Alice
STOKES and husband of Rosemary STOKES of East Bvantdied in
Normandy in August 1944. aged 34.

Also added to the main East Brent memorial was Sapgmest COMER
of the Royal Engineers, son of Frederick and Meit COMER of East
Brent who died in April 1950 soon after the outlirefithe Korean war.

Interestingly, the last four men who became camsaih 1918 as the war
ended were omitted from the memorial. This is pfy due to the fact
that, although they had a strong connection witst Baent, their families
at the time of their deaths had moved away. Sontleese men are
commemorated on memorials where they or their famwere living at
the time of their deaths. It is hoped that at |Isaste of these may be
added soon?

We know that at over 120 probably more? Young mersons and
fathers etc with strong family connections to EasBrent served in
World War One.

A whole generation of men who were born or had li@siin our East
Brent Parish took the "Kings Shilling". Many voleetring. Bearing in
mind that many of these young volunteers or copstsdi men of the
parish were mostly farm workers and men who haelyaeen a rifle let
alone fired one!



At least 24 young men with a connection to EasnBgave their lives in
WW1 and are buried in foreign soil. Seventeen bEse are
commemorated on our village War Memorial.

Just to stand in front of our village memorial, the carnage of WwW1
can be realised by comparing the numbers of men dtie parish killed
in WW1 to those of WW2 and the Korean war!

One also wonders about the affect over those fong lyears on so many
mothers, young wives and children of these brawmgomen when and
after they received the dreaded letter or telegi@img them that their

loved one had been killed or was missing?

a0

Some of the men who were born or had lived in Basht before the war
and became casualties are not commemorated ornaguBEent
memorial. Probably because they or their familiad moved away from
the parish before or during the war and are commat®ad on war
memorials in towns and villages where they or theit of kin were
settled at the time of their deaths.

Similarly, some of the returning survivors andlweit families had also
moved away before or during their service.



The names of 6 WWL1 casualties
with strong connections within
our parish and which had been
omitted from the original
By T | B memorial, were added by the
et MEMESM Parish Council in time for the
mowaspemeraM. - S 100th anniversary  of  the
Armistice on November 11th
2018.
It has also been proposed that the
brass memorial plagues at present
in St Marys church, the East Brent
Methodist Chapel and the Baptist
chapel at Rooksbridge to also be
updated. (The old Baptist Chapel at Rooksbridgenasv a private
residence and the owner has kindly donated theupldgld there to the
parish. It is hoped that it might be installed v tEast Brent Parish Hall
for all to see in the near future).

~ ARTHUR TURNER.

s s Pt s P Pt Pt P Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt P Pt Pt Pt

In the listings that follow where possibldyave tried to include as much
available information that is publicly available aist all of the men with a
strong family connection with the parish of Eastity both the
Casualties, the Survivors and those that had mavea. however | am
convinced that this list is far from complete? Téhexr more to discover.
John Rigarlsford
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At the outbreak of World War One, Kaiser Wilhelm |l of Germany,
King George V of England and Tsar Nicholas Il of Rasia, rulers of

the three largest Monarchies based in Europe werdladescendants of
Queen Victoria. Victoria herself was of German descent, she was
daughter of princess Victoria of Saxe-Coberg anel starried her first
cousin prince Albert of Saxe-Coberg and Gotha.

(In fact with rising anti German feeling in Britaibh was only after 1917
that the British royal family -- once it was seehiet side would probably
be victorious -- changed its name from Saxe-Colwiyindsor)!

By the end of the war only one of the cousins wdwddvictorious, Tsar
Nicholas Il would be assassinated by his own peaptkKaiser Wilhelm
Il would be a cowering wreck in exile in Holland!

Despite having extremely experienced and capabl@efaés, both
Wilhelm |l of Germany and Nicholas Il of Russia proted themselves as
Commander in Chief of their military, but Georgdeft the planning and
logistics of the British war machine to his Gengrahd parliament while
he was more at home concentrating on his stampatmh.!

Of the three, the egotistic and belligerent Kaigll' Wilhelm Il had
long been sabre rattling, building up both his Aramd Navy, wanting to
gain territory to build his Greater German Empirghwthe aim of
becoming ruler of the whole of Europe. The Kamsegn believed that his
British cousin George V would take his side agaBstain's old enemy
France.

An opportunity for the Kaiser came when an evemuo®d which would
eventually plunge almost every nation in the wankth a war that resulted

#



in over 16,000,000 deaths and 20,000,000 woundeddwade, both
military and civilian.

On 28th June 1914, 19 year old Gavrilo PrincipparBan Serb student
and member of the 'Black Hand Gang' who were ogptis&erbia being
governed by Austria-Hungary assassinated the télret Austro-
Hungarian throne Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Aastn Sarajevo,
Bosnia. Kaiser Wilhelm used this event to ally @any to the Austro-
Hungarian Empire when it declared war on Serbia.

Due to earlier Russian alliances with SerlBlassia went to the assistance
of Serbia. this inevitably drew into the war thieal forces of France and
England, who's Triple Entente was a pact with Russiaid each other in
the event of any threat by Germany etc. Eventudiléy commonwealth,
even Japan and the USA would be drawn in on tredidhe allies.

During the 1800s, Britain was more concerned alftugsia and France
than Germany. Relations between Britain and Gernvaene very good.
This began to change however when Kaiser Wilheltodk control of

Germany and started showing a militaristic intergstexpanding his
empire in Europe and Africa and building up histeatieet with the aim

of equaling that of the British, which he had alwanvied. Britain saw
this as a threat and joined Russia and Franceo tfee Triple Entente.

* + #)),

The population Of East Brent reached its peak atdi8bl when it stood
at approx 850. There was a steady decline untiltab®21 when it stood
at 640. Agricultural mechanisation, emigration atgb the coming of the
railway through the region in the 1850's was noldqart of the reason
for this earlier decline, making it easier for pEofm move away or seek
employment elsewhere.

The main occupation here in East Brent for many waegriculture. The
parish being on the very edge of the Somerset kewbe land here
consists mainly of clay-silt over peat. This lan@ghwits rich grassland
pasture is ideal for cattle and dairy farming. Aipawas built in



Rooksbridge in the 1870's to process the largemelof local milk into
Cheese and butter etc.

With minimal daily transport to the towns availablanless you were a
local skilled tradesman such as a carpenter, masonpr shopkeeper
etc.... then dairying and farm work were the mainupations for many
of the working population of our East Brent parigliso the occupation
for working women too, would be mostly limited telping on the farm or
domestic service. At the turn of the century winnfiing becoming more
mechanised and tractors beginning to replace heatsethe need for farm
workers was becoming less. As you will find in maof the personal
stories that follow, some looked for work on théways or even moving
to the South Wales mining area. Others migratedseas to parts of the
British Empire, some as children with their fansliand others trying to
make a new life on their own. But would later figlor their mother
country.

As with many other rural communities in the lat€dQ8 to early 1900's,
most members of our community never had the oppiytuo travel
abroad and some even, had rarely been out of that@o

So it follows that a few of the more adventurousyg men of our parish
sought something of a more exciting and fulfilliliigstyle. i.e. anything
that would be better than the drudgery of long Bduaymaking, making
butter/cheese, cleaning out pigs or milking cowgdwa day. So at the
turn of the century a number of our young men haded to a career in
the military or navy. Which gave them good food amdreasonable
standard of living plus the opportunity to travelitgide the parish
boundaries and see other parts of the world. Ev@nprivates pay was
only 1s-2d a day all found! In 1914 a farm workeesye had risen to 16s-
9d (85p) a week.

In Peacetime to relieve the daily drudgery of thegeking on the farm
etc, a number of young men tied to the land in plagish had also
volunteered into the local part time North Someréebmanry or West
Somerset Yeomanry or later into the Territorialtsimvhich were set up in
1908 from these earlier voluntary Yeomanry unitsiniyato train for
Home Defence duty in times of emergency. 'Satursialdiers' as they
were known by the regulars! (Originally these parte Territorial men
were not obliged to serve overseas, but as thepmwaressed and the need
for more men on the front due to the high casuedtg, many of these



semi trained part time voluntary units were evelifuambodied into the
regular army and fought bravely).

(.

for u pagnient of any amount.
Fssued by the ¥ords Cammigsionas
urp

of #is Majesip's dren 2
under Buthority of Act of Par

By August 8th just days after Britain committecklfso the war, DORA
or 'Defence Of the Realm Actwas quickly passed to enable the
government to place the public on a war footing niehé could bring in

measures to prioritise and control vital sectiohsarmal life to the needs
of war. Which gave it the power to control, oredir manufacturers to
change production to vital supplies such as armsaammunition etc. also
control ship building for instance, censor newspspnd even private
mail if it thought necessary. One instance wasrasgrve the country's
gold reserves with the introduction of the One Rband Ten Shilling

paper notes. The gold sovereign and half sovensine still in use at the
outbreak of war and were gradually withdrawn arelgbvereign virtually

disappeared from circulation. (The pound note woslddvive right up

until 1988). While in 1914 with wages at less tifdna week, very few
residents of East Brent would be carrying many ssigas or pound notes
in their pockets anyway! The Church bells were ali¢enced by the Act,
only to be rung if invasion was imminent.

An Act that remains today was the introduction oitiBh Summertime to

maximise working hours. Another section of the thett partly remains
with us was introduced in order to concentrate mitaward the war
effort, restricted licensing hours - lunchtime amedenings - were
introduced. And pub landlords were told to watewddhe beer! It was
even illegal to buy a round of drinks in a pub! \Wave no records or
reports of the affect of this act on the resideftSast Brent if any??




Possibly for rural areas such as ours, apart fteenldss of labour to the
war, the greatest inconvenience to farmers etc, thasfact that the

government could control the land and what cropséas were to grow

and also commandeer for the war effort, any fiskdhat was regarded as
surplus to an owners requirement!

While the war took away farmers sons, workers amdds from the land,
making life difficult those on the Home Front, fooationing did not start
until early 1918 when unrestricted German submaaiteecks were taking
a heavy toll on merchant shipping and threatenoay fimports. Among
the first items to be rationed were imported meagar, wheat and butter
and margarine. Although as far as the housewifgast Brent would be
concerned, the rationing of bread and sugar etaldMoe hard. But, there
would most likely be some extra dairy products Itkeiter and cheese
available if you knew the right farmer or someonkowvorked at the
Dairy! And with the abundance of pigs in the ared bn whey from the
dairy at Rooksbridge and cheese making farms irvilkege, a bit of off
ration pork and bacon were likely available!

- /| +

Germany ignored a neutral treaty and invaded Eganeutral ally
Belgium on its way to invade France. England dedavar against
Germany on 4th August 1914. Britain did not wantr@any to get
control of the Belgian Channel ports.

The ensuing war would eventually touch almost eveountry and
community and family in the world including oursrlben East Brent!
From where more than a hundred and twenty or ssmgauen would
serve their country. Over 20% of the men of outghawho were caught
up in the aftermath would perish!

Only 40% of service records of the men who sergedyived the WW?2

bombing of London Dockland where they were keptdlsdhere are

rarely any records of the lives of those who retdrafter the war, some
wounded both physically and mentally. Very littee known about these
men and what became of them in peace time oncewbeg/ released from
the army? Only fading family memories!



Not only have | searched for those who gave tins| | have also
attempted to find out a little about the lives o survivors in an effort to
preserve some of the stories and maybe look aiffbets that their war
service had upon them which has largely been feggpand to
commemorate them here.

When war was declared on Germany on August 4th,1®bdmber of
young men from our village were already servingeggilars in the armed
forces or were members of local part time Terrdtouinits. Others had
completed various terms of three, six years tovergears etc. and were
time served men on 'Reserve' and were recalle8 years or "D.O.W."
The Duration of War!

For example: Men like Frank COMER who served inrthktary for a
total of over 22 years from 1896-1919, and serwndabith the Boer war
and also in WW1. Reg CURRY son of the landlordnef ¥Wellington
Arms who had signed on in the North Somerset Yeoynfom 6 years in
1910 and who was there with the BEF at Mons amaltalsk part at the
first battle of Ypres.

Charlie DAUNTON who joined the Navy in 1912. Aldus father
Charles Sen'r. who, born 1871 in the Axbridge Wiorkse, served for 30
years having signed up for the Duke of Cornwalight Infantry as early
as 1888 and also served in the Boer War.

30 year old carpenter Bert CREES son of the EasttBPoliceman on
reserve at the outbreak of war was recalled on#/bgnd was the first
East Brent man to become a casualty.

George DAVIS, Len DINWIDDY, Fred FISHER, Edward ERE were
also among these regular soldiers recalled whernwaardeclared. Many
others called up at the same time had trainedcal ljpart time Territorial
units.

Because of their earlier service and experiencesetiirained men were
among the very first to be sent to various fromd aumbered high among
the early casualties. For many, even though theye wwofessional

soldiers this would be their first experience adlrevar, which for most

came at Mons in August 1914. While wholly outnungakthey attempted
to slow the German advance through Belgium. Thegelars were the
men who would be among the first to go into thdiestrtheatres of war,



fighting battles fought with outdated tactics réisig in huge casualty
numbers!

But their names live on, inscribed on our villagarwnemorial. Some
examples of casualties among the Regulars are...aEd&MERY who

was caught up in the Siege of Kut in Mesopotami @éird as a POW of
the Turks.

Territorial reserve soldier Frederick Ham was amdmg nearly 20,000
killed on the first day of the 2nd Battle of thenme in 1916. George
COMER who died at Gallipoli serving with the ANZACand many
more..

The Generals were conducting attrition tactics gigld cavalry methods,
which involved attempting to overwhelm the enemyhwiumbers, which
may have worked in earlier Colonial wars and to sa@mwtent the Boer
war where you could see the "Whites of the eygh@Enemy".

But the weapons of war were now more sophisticaaed deadly.
The overall commander French Army General Joffomnslearned that
repeatedly sending in hundreds of Frenchmen onehack or on foot
cross 'No Man's Land' Or even infantry dresseded r
breeches and bright blue tunics with swords andegik
drawn or even a single shot rifle, made them angitiarget
for the Germans and would be no match for the moder
machine guns, artillery and barbed wire of the mide
German army!

(Even tin helmets were not provided for Britishdsexis

until 1916! The Germans were amazed to see thesiBri
soldiers going into battle wearing just flat cap§his was
now a war on an Industrial scale with casualties&bch!

After the initial retreat from Belgium by the ovdmlmed British and
French, the allies managed to slow and stop then&erinvasion just
north of Paris and by Christmas 1914 the Germantflime had been
pushed back and both sides 'Dug-in' and becankedoato a 'stalemate’
of virtually static "Trench warfare' never encaretl before and which
would last for the next four years! Apart from salehard fought battles
attempting to break through by both sides at variplaces along the
Western Front Verdun, Loos, Somme, Paschendalethetcl-ront Lines
remained almost static.
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i By some miracle
against overwhelming
numbers and suffering
huge casualties, the
y battered city of Ypres
on the borders of
' Belgium was held by
the BEF throughout the
* whole of the war!
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Some of the young men from East Brent who had texlind were
already trained regulars or men on reserve andtdieaf men before the
war, would have been part of the British ExpeditignForce (BEF) sent
to the Western Front -- "Britain's contemptiblealditarmy" as the Kaiser
called them -- and would prove their worth in thedtle at Mons and the
subsequent retreat in order to protect Paris aadCiannel ports at the



end of August 1914 and would also have seen adtidimle numerous
battles at Ypres etc.

(If among your relatives belongings, you find yoelative was awarded
the 1914 'Mons' Star medal, it is most likely thatwas one of the trained
pre-war regular soldiers. Or had been on reserveinoa Territorial unit
at the outbreak of war and was sent to France i original BEF).
Sadly as you will read later, many of these awan#dse posthumous!

Outnumbered and facing a superior trained armyvef éwo million men,
some these Regulars were among huge casualtiegydha early German
advance through Belgium into Northern France duthmgfirst weeks of
the invasion.

In the first 12 months of the war starting, sixtbé soldiers from our
parish were killed. Followed by a further five i816. In 1917 we would
loose another eight.

By the time peace was declared on 11th Novembe8 &9least twenty-
five young men with a connection to our parish asE8rent would not be
coming home!

Four of those who died in 1916, were casualtiethefdisaster that was
the ill fated 'Battle of the Somme' By the end lo¢ tbattle, the British
Army had suffered 420,000 casualties. Over 19,060 of the BEF died
on the very first day alone. Mostly within the fitsour. 1917 saw eight of
our East Brent men die. The latter half of 1917 faevhorror and mud of
Paschendaele where at least four of our mostkpmenced East Brent
conscripts perished. Many others were wounded.

Not only did men from East Brent fight on the Westiont, a number of
our East Brent servicemen fought in other theatrieshe war such at
Gallipoli, Italy, Africa and Mesopotamia etc.

Men like John DERRICK who survived the ill fated ngaaign at
Gallipoli, only to die in the mud of Paschendald §17.

George COMER who's family had migrated to New Zedlahen he was
a child, died as part of the Anzac Forces at Galilip

Also Edward EMERY of Rooksbridge 2nd DorsetshiregiReent who
was taken prisoner at Kut in MesopotaniModern Iraq) and died in
appalling conditions in captivity.

Three of the sons of the Rev. Archie WICKHAM vicalr East Brent
served in WW1. In 1914 when WW1 was declared hig eMest sons



were in the rubber trade in German East Africa.yTaed their families
were immediately interned as Prisoners of war ey @ermans and their
assets and belongings confiscated. Eventually mase by British East
African forces in late 1917 both signed up into ikiegs African Rifles.

A third son by Rev Wickham's 2nd wife Harriet.. cAdale Kenneth
Wickham, served in the Machine Gun CorgSometimes known as
'‘Suicide Squads'. Because of the carnage that cbeldhflicted by the
machine gun, captured machine gun crews on bo#ssagkre often shown
no mercy and were killed outrightfdther known POW's were George
HAM of the S.L.I. and Albert TAYLOR, also of the Mhine Gun Corps,
who somehow managed to survive capture at St Quelntiing the last
months of the war in 1918 to be released at theoétite war!

Many of our local lads who volunteered, had endbllato the local
Somerset Light Infantry Regiment, or in the neigirag Dorset L.I. and
Gloucester L.I. etc. And it was these Light Infgntegiments who were
first 'Over the Top' and suffered great losses.

While the f' Battalion of the Somerset Light Infantry served i
Western Front, those serving in th& Battalion of the S.L.I. and 2nd
Battalion Dorset Regiment were sent to join thedndorces and fought
in the Middle East. Over the course of the war $he.l. lost over 4,750
men.

Even the life of the artillery man behind the fréaired little better. They
were targets of enemy retaliatory shelling androtteeir fate was to be
blown to pieces! All over the various battle froatscemeteries such as at
Menin Gate and Arras etc. Huge numbers of artillegn are recorded as
'‘Missing with no known grave'

Men serving in the RASC Service Corps and RE R&yadineers fared
little better, having to get supplies of ammunitidood and fodder etc,
right up there to the battle front, while enginebesl repair roads and
bridges lay cables etc unarmed and under fire!

34 3

Throughout history Britain as an island dependamningports, was a naval
nation, and in the early 1900's, had the largedtrmost highly trained
fleet in the world to protect our shores, tradetesuand Empire. The
British Navy was the envy of the German Kaiser. ki 1905 Wilhelm Il



began expanding his navy, building more battleshipd cruisers etc, in
the hope of outnumbering or at least equallingdhafsthe Royal Navy.

Barring a couple of attacks by the German High &zt on the East
Coast at Scarborough etc in Dec. 1914 the Germaty Naver really got
going and its defeat the early sea battles of Dogagak 1915 and Jutland
in 1916 saw the Kaiser's navy scurry back to peviento emerge again.

Protecting our ports and keeping the French Chgoorés$ out of the hands
of Germany was vital. However nothing could prevdmd heavy toll on
shipping by Germany's submarines. Especially winenkaiser declared
unrestricted targeting of any ships going to omfr®ritain, including

unarmed merchant and passenger vessels. In thepkateof the war the
'‘Convoy' system was employed which did much todesthe loss of
thousands of tons of shipping in the Atlantic.

5

With the defence budget concentrated on our naviheaoutbreak of war
in 1914 the British Army numbered less than 800,6@ihed regular and
reserve soldiers at its disposal. But many of thregellar British soldiers
were based abroad throughout the vast British Exhpir

The tiny British Expeditionary Force which landedRrance in August
1914 consisted of just 80,000 trained men and wdasumnbered by the
German army which could muster over 2,500.000 rbeading the Kaiser
to regard the BEF as.. "Britain's Contemptible leittArmy" Later
affectionately known as the "Old Contemptables".

After the declaration of war, by mid August manytio¢ early regular and
trained soldiers who formed part of the tiny outt@ned British
Expeditionary Force the B.E.F. were sent to MonsBelgium on the
Western Front. The first action involving Britisbrées.

The BEF was under the overall command of the Fré&eneral Joffre and
tasked with the defence of northern France. Altioogerwhelmed and
having to retreat from Mons along with the Frentlie B.E.F. against
overwhelming odds, eventually managed to slow tkenan army's rapid
advance into France, holding the Germans just noftfParis and also



denying the Germans the Channel ports and theréferKaiser's expected
speedy victory.

#H Oo# 4 .+

The Secretary of State for War, Lord Kitchener smealised that the
British Army was far too small compared to the Feteand German forces
and wanted to build a new army of 70 divisions.

Soon this iconic poster of Lord Kitchener --
Bnm designed by Alfred Leete of Weston super Mare --
and other recruiting propaganda posters urging

'You' to volunteer and do your duty, appeared
everywhere. By Christmas 1914 half a million men
and boys had volunteered. By the end of 1915 two
and a half million men had volunteered.

i In the early days of autumn 1914, many brave
, | young men were eager to take "The Kings
J“'ﬂ.?”f,.'fﬂ“ﬂ%ﬂﬂm- Shilling" and join this "Exciting event" which
e pgromised to put the Kaiser back in his place, and
be "Home by Christmas"! Which we now know did nodacould not
happen.

3 \With the encouragement of recruiting
'~} propaganda and the sense of doing
. your patriotic duty along with your
mates it was all very exciting and
appealing, leading in 1915 to many
more of our young village men
volunteering for Kitcheners "New
Army".

From a rural area such as ours here in
East Brent many of these early volunteers woulcehmeen farm workers,
some hardly able to read and write.
(On some enrolment papers you will find an X (Tleasmmark). with the
recruits signature in the same handwriting as thudt the recruiting
officer)!



These young men would then undertake three monditsrtg, in many
cases without adequate equipment, before entenegob the theatres of
war. These men eager but without any battle expegi@vould soon find
themselves thrown into the horrors that were Ypkess, Arras, Somme
and Paschendaele etc.

(If your relative was awarded the 1915 Star medameell as the British
and Victory medals he would most likely have bemorey these early
volunteers).

Once the initial thrust of the Kaiser's army on Western Front had been
held and pushed back in 1914, both sides dug ihuBlike any previous
land battles which were usually mobile and ovea few days, a stalemate
of 'Trench Warfare' began, - with opposing trenches reaching from the
North sea to the Swiss border - whisbuld last for the next four years.
These men would have to endure horrific conditiand millions of lives
would be lost. Much of the time existing just a fgeards from the enemy.

+ # 3

Despite news censorship, by late 1915 the high alysuates were
becoming apparent to the government and generdicpidany of the
men who were trained regulars and officers at titbreak of the war had
been killed or wounded. Replacements were needet \arunteer
numbers were falling fast and the National RedistmaAct was created. It
required all men who were still available betwelea &ges of 16 - 65 and
fit for military service to register.

On Attestation men could state a preference forclwhservice or
Regiment they preferred. Most were put on 'Reserige'be mobilised
when new replacements were needed or extra Diasiare to be formed
and were usually sent to whichever Regiment it igighey were needed
irrespective of their original preference!

#$ & 8 - 8

Conscription was introduced in March 1916, for &nmen aged 18-41
and later to include married men and those withilfasa In 1918 toward
the end of the war when more men were needed dtineglefeat and
final victorious push against the German final riggp Offensive’

conscription was raised to include men of 51!
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Men in some essential or skilled
occupations who got called up for
service could appeal for exemption
against their call up to a local Military
Service  Tribunal. Reasons  for
exemption included serious family
commitments, health or handicap or
being in an essential occupation,
already doing important war work, or
for moral or religious reasons. The last
| group became known as Conscientious
. Objectors. Some of these men served
. bravely as unarmed medics and

;5; stretcher bearers bringin in the
ATTEST NOW | I

wounded while under fire etc.

750,000 men appealed against their conscriptiothénfirst 6 months.
Many were granted exemption of some sort, evearifezimes it was only
temporary. In an agricultural area such as her&ast Brent, Farmers
and/or their eldest son could apply for exemptiom grounds of
agriculture and food production being classed assaential occupation.
Other essential agricultural workers were to sign hut sometimes
allowed to remain on 'Reserve’ until needed foviser

Some examples of local exemption appeals bel@)year oldWilliam
John GRANT conscripted on the 24th July 1916 ih Devonshire Reg.
but posted to the Reserves while given leave tp hisl widowed mother
on the farm. He was recalled for service Feb 18fE/was transferred into
the Royal Lancs Reg. and sent to Northern Franéain1917. And sadly
‘Killed in Action' in horror that was Paschendagist one month later on
23 September 1917.

—M¥r. J. Joyve (Milvérton) said the tribunal rom
one farmetr that if hie danghter vould play the
iano she could milk the cows.—Mr. Gilbert
arker (Leng Ashton): The tribunal looked
‘upon & farmere womenfolk as conscripted
| labeur—Mr. F. Woodward Brent):
questioned about danghter, a schoolteacher,
who cycles tvwo- each way to her
every day. the ch told me she must gi
up teaching and take to milking, That 1 eal

MILITARY SERVICE ACT, 1916

ill on Thursday, March 2nd,
55 i

to
h: he is

ave enlisted for the period of the War unle:

whom the Act appl

E
be de

Any man who has adequate
grounds for applying to a
Local Tribunal for a

CERTIFICATE OF

EXEMPTION uocn s acr
Must do so BEFORE

THURSDAY, MARGH 2

Why wait for the Act to apply to yvou?

Come now and join of your own free will

You can at once put your clim for exemption |

from being called up before a Local Tribunal if vou wish.

Another appeal that made
it into the local
newspapers was launched
by farmer Frank
WOODWARD of East
Brent In 1917 who was




also representative for the Axbridge and HighbriblgreJ.
With farming classed as an essential occupati@mgalvith other Farmers
Union members he campaigned for more leniency agaonscription for
farmers sons. However, the WW1 Enrolment Tribumdised his own
application to exempt his son for essential farnmknend told him, "His
daughter should give up teaching and take up nglkin

Reg CURRY son of the landlord of the Wellington Arimad completed a
Six year term as a regular, serving from 1910 urgilwvas demobbed very
early 1916. He was thercalledunder the new 1916 conscription act.
He had been released and returned home after gdmaroriginal 6 year
term in 1916 and was helping to run his sick faghbusiness who also
farmed some livestock. He was eventually successfhis appeal to the
tribunal on the grounds of 'Time served' and thedne upkeep the farm
for his by now disabled father.

However, during the German spring offensive of 1818e numbers of

casualties were being inflicted on the British dhdir allies. More and

more fit and trained men were needed in Northeamé&e&. Which meant

that to meet the numbers required the tribunalstbagake some tough
decisions on who they granted exemptions to. Fatance, Harold

FROST of North Yeo and Francis HAM of East Breningeeldest sons,

were more or less running the farms of their faglserd had been granted
Exemption. Both had registered at the same tinetimt Special Reserve
of the Irish Guards in late 1915 and had signedagreement to be

mobilised if the need The appeal was dismissed. |

| |

' Exemption was also refused in the case of]
arose and. N Junﬁ]"mncis Williams Ham, 23, East Brent, farm|
1918 despite appealmanager, employed by Fredk. John Ham, wh

by their fathers they*!hns 103 acres. (five arable) and 31 cows. The|

' lother labour comnsisted of a younger son, u_'__:t-cli
}[/;’/]er?: ?Oth Called td;!m. and "an old man. Three sons are serving.
e Colours'. ' . ) ' . L

By the last months of the war in 1918 the Germaalfspring offensive

was fading. The allies had managed to push the @eammies back to a
line where they were in 1914. However, many ofttlaeed regulars and
volunteers had become casualties. And the Milit8grvice Act had

raised the conscription age limit to 51.

For some of the older conscripts or those unableass the A1 medical
fitness required for front line duty, and to re@abe younger men who



were overseas, Agricultural Companies in Britaimreveet up attached to
the Labour Corps. to take men with previous farmexgerience etc, to
help on farms on the home front, to produce muatdad food and forage
for both home and overseas. Two of these olderarignts were Walter
Randolph HUETT of Manor Farm Edingworth and HenryLBON of
Mudgley, Rooksbridge. Because these men had netdeaverseas in a
‘Theatre of war' they did not qualify for service edals.
Many Indian, African and Chinese civilians wereoalssed as labourers
and porters etc.

1 $ &

The Labour Corps had grown to some 389,900 by ime tof the
Armistice. Of this total, around half were workimgthe United Kingdom
and the rest in the theatres of war. The Corpsmeasned by officers and
other ranks who had been medically rated below "thE' condition
needed for front line service. Many were the mdrwounded, such as
Frederick BLOOD son-in-law of the manager of thee@dhar Valley Dairy
at Rooksbridge, who first registered into the Sluertv Foresters aged 35
but due to his age and fithess was transferreldetd.dbour Corps. He was
sent to France with the Labour Corps and was 38&yad when he was
killed in May 1918. Labour Corps units were oftemptbyed for work
within range of the enemy guns, sometimes for lepgteriods. During
the German Spring offensive in March and April 83dn the Western
Front some Labour Corps units were even used asgemey infantry.
The Corps was often regarded as something of andeadass
organisation: for example, the men who died are memorated under
their original regiment, with Labour Corps being@edary. Researching
men of the Corps is made extra difficult by this jsthe fact that very few
records remain of the daily activities and locasiaf Corps units.

#" '6

After the Armistice, most of the men who had sigriedserve for the
‘Duration of Hostilities' were quickly released kao their homes, jobs
and families to get the economy back on track.

However men were still needed in the Army of Ocdigpain Germany,
Palestine, and in the garrisons of the Empire. Amited conscription
continued into 1920. Also men due for demob weferefl a bounty, with



the opportunity to re-enlist for a further 2, 3,dbyears. This was £20,
£30 or £40 respectively.

Because of the poor economic and jobs situatiohoate, or domestic
problems... sometimes even to escape responsibdityah unwanted
child, many took up the offer to re-enlist, inclagisome of the men from
our village! Beside the financial advantage, fomsg it was more exciting
than coming home to clean out pigs an milk cowsimadaice a day!

5 . +
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Many countries in what was then known as the BrifiSmpire, which
included India, Australia, New Zealand, Africa, @da, and
Newfoundland etc, raised armies to join in the figgainst the enemy.
And in many cases were to bravely fight some offigreest battles of the
war in Gallipoli and on the Western Front etc.

At the turn of the century, in order to gain a eetay of life many young
men and sometimes whole families from our villagad hmigrated

overseas. And some of these would volunteer irkdetkpedition forces of
their adopted country to fight for Britain.

Among those migrants originally from East Brent wwalunteered and
fought with the Canadian Empire forces were WilliluBE, so too did

Ernest POPHAM formerly from Rooksbridge who had maigd to

Canada and became a lumberjack in British Columal9l5 He

volunteered into the Canadian Oversees ExpedityoRarce and took part
in the 1916 battles of the Somme and Passchenttalehere they fought
alongside Australian, and Newfoundland regimentip vin particular

fought bravely and suffered huge casualties. Ermmstvived and
eventually returned to live and work in Rooksbridggadly John
DURSTON who migrated to British Columbia along witBrnest

POPHAM was killed in June 1917 during the battleYomy Ridge'

Others among those Commonwealth soldiers who avede former East
Brent men William STUDLEY who served with the Audtan Imperial

Force and died Nr Ypres aged 34 in 1917 and GeG@QBER of the
New Zealand Expeditionary Force who died in thefalted Gallipoli

campaign in 1915.
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While the men folk were serving in WW1, many of therking women in
our village would have been fully occupied helpangd -- in many cases
while raising children -- running the family fariosiness or smallholding
and having to cope with food rationing etc for finst time. Others would
be in domestic "Service".

With all the propaganda urging the young men tauntder to do their
patriotic duty, many young ladies from middle cléasning families and
those for instance from the 'big house' with timetleeir hands, wanted to
get away from the impression that they were weakdemure and had to
be waited upon, being served afternoon tea by d aradl drinking it with
a raised little finger! And to show that they ta@anted to help the war
effort in any way possible.

Women were gradually overcoming the Victorian maatl Edwardian
style of class distinction and the male dominatwinthe home and
workplace, where it was assumed that the place flamale was in the
home and capable only of childbearing or carryingdomestic duties.

The outbreak of war gave the opportunity for margmen to gain some
freedom of will and prove that they could do therkvef men even
though they were paid fraction of the wages thah rearned doing the
same job and others were volunteers for no wagai at

It was also around the start of the Women's Rightsement, and its
campaigners fought and won many battles for equdiliring this time. It
was also an opportunity to press for Votes for Wom@/hich they
succeeded in getting for women over 30 after the at even then, only
if they were married to a registered voter!

In a rural area such as ours there were very fgyopnities for women
to take up factory work or clerical positions, ordct as post-women or
bus conductors even shop assistants etc. Pre Wagopa thought to be
only capable of being done by men but now beingedpnwomen.

For the ladies our East Brent parish, one oppdstuniaid the war effort

lay in volunteering as a VAD (Voluntary Aid Detacknt nurse) helping

to tend the increasing numbers of wounded in tiall®ed Cross and St
John's emergency military hospitals that were beegup all over the

country.



Such as VAD nurse Annie SANDFORD of Rooksbridgeershere in
her uniform.

2.3-5(-.
Voluntary Aid Detachment.

Annie born Sep 1895 was the daughter of Thom
and Elizabeth Sandford of 'Riverside Cottage' *
Gills Lane Rooksbridge.
During WW1 she served as a Voluntary Aid Nursg
at Ashcombe House Emergency Army Hospital
WSM.

Recently a small number of records from the R
Cross have become available naming several Ig
ladies from East Brent and the neighbouri
villages who volunteered to train and work
V.A.D.s (Voluntary Aid Detachment nurses
Some of these ladies were known to be volunteer

nurses at 'Harts House Emergency military hosmtddurnham on Sea.
Also a number of young ladies who were untrainredases were able to
help with more menial tasks at these emergencyitabsp

Initially, two local Emergency Aid Military Hospils set up in our area by
the Red Cross and St Johns. They were at 'Ashcdtadnse’ Weston
Super Mare and at the '‘Gables' in Burnham on sea.

*'The hospital at Burnham was first opened in Janua®l5 at The
Gables lent by a Mr Lysaght who equipped it withb28ls. A further 25
beds were after a time added by the Detachment.

In July 1916, the hospital was transferred to 'Hatiouse' which
accommodated 76 beds to which two wards were addadiO additional
beds. In 1917 two large gardens were taken ovesutaply the Hospital
with vegetables and a poultry yard was added wiitbut 60 hens. Wood
cutting for firewood was also done on the premisas,work being
Voluntary. A house was lent as a hostel for staiinfoutlying districts.
The hospital was provided with an ambulance throtighhelp of Captain
A Summerville of Burnhdm

*[Extract from 'Somerset Remembers' website].



Among the young auxiliary nurses from East Bremtgbawho trained and
volunteered to work at the Hart House Hospital urrtham were:

Kathleen BOARD from North Yeo Farm Whitehouse L&utengworth.
Kate and Lillian GILLING of Laurel Farm, Edingworth

Edith HUETT of Manor House Farm, Edingworth.

Annie HUTSON of Chestnut Farm East Brent.

Ellen RICE of St Martins. East Brent

Annie SANDFORD of 'Riverside' Rooksbridge.

Other ladies in the village who were unable to coimto full time
volunteering, set up Red Cross volunteer workingewing parties which
met regularly to help prepare bandages and othdicalesupplies for the
hospitals and casualty stations. Also making iterh€lothing, knitting
gloves, hats and socks etc to send to the troogkeofront. While others
worked from home in their spare moments.

One of these volunteer working parties was settipeaKnoll Inn by the
local school teacher's wife Mrs SEARLE and Mrs WHKAM wife of the
Rev. WICKHAM and farmers daughter Edith HUTSON oh&stnut
Farm, East Brent.

Others known to have helped there were:

Nellie BOARD of North Yeo Farm

Elsie DIBBLE of East Brent

Nellie HARSE of Church Cottage, East Brent.

Mrs Elizabeth HILL of East Brent.

Mrs Sarah HUTSON of East Brent.

Mrs Dorothy 'Jennie' SAY of Beech Lawns Farm Rookkje.

The group of ladies would meet weekly in the bigmoof the Knoll Inn
with donated material, sewing machine and knithegdles etc. There they
would make up parcels of items of clothing, cig@m®t food and other
things to be sent to the front and occasionally tivere rewarded with
certificates from the Red Cross and St Johns sigggaincess Alice.

Elsie DIBBLE, Nellie HARSE , Elizabeth HILL and dieie SAY were
each awarded personal certificates and broochesdompleting over 4
years regular volunteer work throughout the war.



Also, a number of volunteers from neighbouringagks are listed. Such
as:
Mary COUNSELL and Arthur LEADER (Night porter) oafnock. Irene

and Winifred FROST, Mabel HARDEN, Gladys HARRIS Mau
REDDING and Dennis DAVIES a (night porter) from Bté&noll.

These Red Cross records of VAD nurses etc aredar complete.

In the search of information about women parishrertgast Brent, | have
not been able to find any official records or famimformation about any
females who actually served in the Armed forcesn&fs Land Army, or
In munitions or did war work overseas. i.e. ovessearsing etc?

Did any of your female relatives or friends engameany kind of paid or
voluntary work during WW.1 to help the war effort?



* . +

A voluntary Womens Land

Army was set up in 1917 It
was disbanded in 1919 but
re-established during

- World War Two.

~ © Although | can find no
W records or reference it is
; most likely that some
@ farmers had to take on
¢ young ladies from the
newly formed Womens
N z - Land Army to replace
“The men must take the swords, and we must take the ploughs.’ those sons and Workel‘S
who had been conscripted into the military.
These young ladies in their slacks and shortetsskiould have caused
quite a stir and consternation in the village dgrthe prim and proper
Edwardian times!

In 1917 there was a W.L.A. training base or hoatelWebbington. But |
can find no records of any of the ladies who atehthere or worked on
farms in the local area?

If you have any knowledge of local Land Army womenWW1 we
would really like to know and record their story.

Please contact me at jonrig@rooksbridge.org.uk.
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In an effort to record the names and preserve tmaory of those who
died and also of those who returned but have |lgrgeken forgotten, the
following summaries are based on available recofdsyily mementoes
and what we know of the service and lives of thelled or so men of
East Brent known to have served.

As with communities all over Britain, from 1914 atite duration of the
war, many young men from families in our East Bigatish -- sometimes
as many as three or four sons from a single famwplunteered or signed
up to do their patriotic duty, in this war that wa®moted as the “War to
end war” And which was reckoned to be all over lhyi§€tmas!

Sadly, it was not to be. And those who gave theasl over the next 4
years are remembered and commemorated on war nasnori almost
every village and community around the world.

When compared to the deaths in WW2. The carnag@&/\6f1 and its

effect on small communities such as ours can oelhajpreciated when
we compare the number of names killed in WW1 whibsse of WW2 that
are inscribed on our unique (recently refurbish@d4) East Brent War
Memorial.

Well over One hundred and twenty young men -- ara/be young
women? — born or with strong family connectionshw our parish of
East Brent are known to have served during thelicanDf these we
know at least twenty five died during active seevicThe names of
seventeen of these are commemorated on our vilagenemorial.

Over 20% of that generation of young men lost froum parish, who in
their prime, died while doing their patriotic duty!

Thankfully, many returned, but had to carry thedeur of the horrors and
injuries that they had endured for the rest ofrthees and adjust to living
in a changed world.

Regrettably, we know very little of the lives arehdce of many of those
involved and survived. They are all gone now andlhéy rarely spoke
about it”!



Many of these stories have been contributed bylyjamembers, without
which this project would not have been possiblel swho | am truly
grateful.

There are no doubt more names to add and moremat@n out there to
find.

(The WW1 service records of the "O.R." Other Rankse not felt
important enough to be moved out of London duviiy2 and were left
in a warehouse in docklands. Many of the recordswegher burnt or
damaged by water during the 1940's London Blitdy@0% of the WW1
service records survive).

$( '/ —
7/830 Trooper. Canterbury Mounted Rifles, N.Z.E.lv ¥ S

Date of Death: 28/08/1915

the Son of farmer Benjamin and Mary COMER of ¢
Poolbridge, Mark. L R
While not born in East Brent he was christenedtat {& = '
Mary's East Brent and it is probable that until the SSRGS
family moved to New Zealand he spent much of hitydée in East
Brent with his uncle Robert COMER who was a surveyal drainage
rate collector living in 'Bachelors Hall' Rookshyeal



By 1905 along with his parents, he had migrate®tmapu, East Cape
New Zealand.

When he enrolled into the New Zealand Expeditiorfaoyce in 1914 he
was a sheep farmer in Opotaki and was living in Bag Of Plenty New
Zealand.

TheCanterbury Mounted Rifles Regimentwas a mounted infantry
regiment from New Zealand, raised for service dyrthe First World
War. and formed part of the New Zealand Expeditipharce.

They served in The Gallipoli, Sinai and Palestimenpaigns.George
Inman Comer was among more than 40 men of the @ameMounted
who were killed or went missing
presumed dead at Gallipoli during the
e unsuccessful battle for Hill 60 on 28th
g /\ugust 1915.
. 55 At the end of the battle for Hill 60 on
=S =S  the 29th of August, of the 16 officers
= and 280 other ranks of the Canterbury
gh . . Rifles, only 1 officer and 39 other
e ¥t L ranks remained.

HILL 60 (NEW ZEALAND) MEMORIAL Dardanelles, Canakka
Turkey

"TROOPER G. ICOMER. TrooperGeorgel. Comer, of Opotiki,
reported missing, is a son of MGemer, of Waitomo. He was a farmer
by occupation, and took a keen interest in atidedind all kinds of sport.
He was a member of the Opotiki Racing Club andvefWaikato Hunt
Club". New Zealand Herald 13/11/1915
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13986 Sapper. Royal Engineers 17th Field Coy.

Posthumously Awarded the 1914 Mons Star, Britisth ictory medals.
Enrolled at Taunton in August 1914.
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Born 1886 at Dulverton. Bertram "Frank"” CREES wais sf East Brent
constable Frederick CREES and Emily. In 1901 15 p&hBertram was
working in a carpenters shop in East Brent.

He married Winifred PICKFORD at Clutton , Templeo@dl, Bristol. in
1913.

Date of Death: 30/04/1915 Age: 30 Commemoratethe Menin Gate
Memorial.

He was a reservist re-called in August 1914 andsgasto the front in
the early stages of the war with the BEF and wdlseaBattle of Mons.
At the time of his call up he was a police congtablGlamorgan.

In an article in the Shepton Mallet Journal of 2¥isty 1915, It tells that
after the Battle of Mons he was invalided homesireral weeks before
returning to the front. Just before he was kille&irhother, still living in
East Brent, had a premonition of his death andevimhis commanding
officer asking if he could have a few days leave.

Her letter arrived on the day he was killed. Inlydps mother received
the following letter conveying the sad news ofdesth but showing the
high regard felt for Bert CREES.

"Dear Madam, -- | received your letter on the ddyyour sons death. |
need not say that you have my most heartfelt symtyour great loss,
and also that of the officers and men of this Camypavith whom you son
was most deservedly popular. | feel that nothimguld say can diminish
your grief, but your son died as | am sure you wWdadve wished, if it had
to be, in the service of his King and Country. died a soldiers death,
doing his duty, being killed instantaneously byhallsand not suffering at
all. Your son had always done his duty well andhallsregret his loss
constantly. With renewed sympathy, believe me,

Your Truly C.W. Surgis. Major."



His widow Winifred remarried to a John PARTINGTON 03 Jan 1920
at Bolton-Le-Moors, Lancashire, England

The 17" Field Co. R.E. Joined thé“Battle of Ypres. In March 1915.
And was stationed at Potijze, just east of Yprest®m Crees died just a
month later.

An entry in the 17th Field Co War Diary 30th Apeicords.....

"Casualty13986 Spr CREES B Killed. (by shell in billets)"also on that
day the diary recordsNote. From the 22nd April until the end of the
month, north of Ypres the German attack on the érdraving started on
the evening of the 22nd, the huts and dugouts eedlyy the company at
Potijze were continuously under heavy shell fire."

The Second Battle of Ypres began in April 1915 whke Germans
released poison gas into the Allied lines nortlYpfes. This was the first
time gas had been used by either side and thengelef the attack forced
an Allied withdrawal.

The Menin Gate Memorial
to the Missing is one of four
British and Commonwealth
memorials to the missing in
the battlefield area of the
. Ypres Salient in Belgian
Flanders.

This memorial bears the
®m names ob4,3890fficers and
men from United Kingdom
and Commonwealth Forces
who fell "Missing presumed
dead" in the Ypres Salient before™Bugust 1917 and have no known
grave.

> x
Rank: Captain. Yorkshire Regiment. 6th Bn. (Grelemvards).

Born 1890 Son of the Rev. J. G. and Edith DERRIGK2, Royal
Crescent, Cheltenham.



By 1911 His mother was a widow and John was a stuateOxford
studying History.

John Leslie's father the Rev J G DERRICK was boieston Super
Mare and a keen photographer. While not an incutiseour parish
church, he spent much of his time with his fammyEast Brent in what we
believe was his second home now known as St MartiBsirton Row,
from where he travelled about taking photographthefarea. Many of his
original photographic plates are now held at then&set Records Office.

John enlisted in September 1914 as a private 4v&%iblic Schools
University Bn. Royal Fusiliers in 1914 and was spoomoted to 2nd Lt.
Dec., 1914.

Survived the defeat in Gallipoli 1915, served irygigJan.-July, 1916,
when he was transferred to tHBattalion of the Yorkshire Reg. Served
in France and Flanders July, 1916-Aug. 1917. Whereas killed during
the 3rd battle of Ypres, or "Passchendaele”

Date of Death: 27/08/1917 Age: 27

The 6" Battalion of the Yorkshire Reg. took part in tHdated Gallipoli
landings between 3 July anl 6f August 1915 Only a few survivors were
evacuated.

;,}f Memorial: TYNE COT
& MEMORIAL FRANCE

& There are 11,956 British
# and Commonwealth

i servicemen of the First

& World War buried or

8| commemorated in Tyne Cot
4 Cemetery, 8,369 of these

- are unidentified.



DERRICK, JOHN LESLIE, Capt.,, 7th (Scrvice) Battn., The East Yorkshire
Regt., only &, of the late John George Derrick,
Chaplain to Cheltenham Union. by his wife,
Edith (2, Royal Creseent, Cheltenham), dau.
of H. Rdée, of 11, Lansdown Crescent, Chel-
tenham @ 4. Cheltenham, 4 Sept. 1890 ; cdue.
Cheltenham Grammar School, and Pembroke
College, Oxford, where he held the Townsend
Scholarship, and took Honours in Mathematical
Moderations and History Finals; was for
sonme time Assistant Master at Coatham Gram-
mar School, Redear; volunteered 4 Sept.,
1914, as a Private in the Old Public School
and University Battn, Roval Fusiliers:; was
cazetted 2nd Licut. Dece, 19145 served with
the Bgyvptian LExpeditionary Foree in Egypt
from Jan. 1916, until July of the same year,
when he was transferred to another battalion
of his regiment, and served with the Expedi-
tionary Force in France and Flanders: was
promoted Capt. July, 1917, and was Killed in
John Leslie Derrick. action at Langemarek, wear Ypres, 27 Aug
following. Hisx Commanding Officer wrote :
“ He joined myv battalion over 1R months ago, and during that time alwayvs
showed himself to be as fine an officer as any Commanding Officer could wish to
have. In action he was exceptionally cool. He would go and be followed any-
where by his men, who had implicit confidence in him. I can assure you that
this battalion has sutfered a very great loss, and both officers and men greatly
feel his death.”  Unwne.
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11631 Private. 3rd Batt. Coldstream Guards.
Awarded the D.C.M.

Posthumously awarded 1915 Star, British and Victol
medals

Born 1895 in Thornbury Glos.

Son of Thomas and Annie DINWIDDY
His father was a mason/chimney sweep bornin Eas | . )
Brent in 1868. \ 4
By 1901 the family moved to Taunton while "Harry"

was still a child.

In early 1914 he was a railway porter.

When he enrolled as a regular soldier at Exetsrfamily were living at
Crowcombe, Nr Taunton where they were living attthee of his death
on 8th Oct 1915. age 20. He is commemorated oradshene in
Crowcombe churchyard.

He entered France on 22 Dec 1914.




On the 8th October 1915 the 3rd Battalion Coldstré&auards were at
Vermelles Northern France. They were under heavgclatfrom the
Germans.

From the War Diary of the 3rd Batt Oct 8th 1916h&Ttrenches under
heavy attack from 12.15pm to 3.15pm by 3 GermamaBats. Attack
successfully repulsed. 23 killed, 1 officer ancb@ter ranks wounded."
He was awarded the DCM. Distinguished Conduct Medaln June
1915

11631 Private. L.A. Dinwiddvy,
3rd Bn., C. Gds. (LG 3 June 1915).
For conspicuous gallantry on
25th and 26th April, 191%5, at
Givenchy, in assisting to rescue
OCfficers and men from a deep mine
full of poison gas. The courage
and devoticn to duty displayed
were very pronounced, the risk
cf death through asphyxiaticn
being very oreat.

At the outbreak of the First World War, Coldstregoards were among
the first British regiments to arrive in FranceeafBritain declared war on
Germany. In the following battles, they sufferedwnelosses, in two cases
losing all their officers. At the first Battle ofpres the 1st battalion was
virtually annihilated — by 1 November down to 15@mmand the Lt
Quartermaster. They fought in Mons, Loos, Sommecky and in the
3rd Battle of Ypres. They also formed the 4th (lem Battalion, which
was disbanded after the war, in 1919.

Leonard (Harry) DINWIDDY is commemorated on the sanemorial Nr
Arras N France.

The Loos Memorial commemorates over 20,000 offiGard men who
have no known grave, who fell in the area fromRiner Lys to the old
southern boundary of the First Army, east and Wwé&renay.



-A'2 (3 >

442054 Private. Canadian Infantry (British
Columbia Regiment) 7th Btn

Posthumously awarded 1915 Star, British and
Victory medals.

"Pll B RIVATE
T, r1Llr STON
TTH TWVH |*.r||1.=-| |'-|1

BRI r||5-:|-_ Figtir
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His brother Frederick also served in WW1.

Born 1883 Son of farm worker Charles and Lydta
DURSTON, of Hawkers Cottages, Bristol Rd., Rookdtpe, Somerset. In
1901 John was working as a farm worker at PiltonHgan CATLEY,
who had moved from Tarnock Farm just outside Roo#ége, to Pilton, to
take over the family farm there.

In June 1904 he emigrated to Canada. Where he @agea lumberjack
in British Columbia.

In May 1915 he enrolled in the 54th Batt. Canadixpeditionary Force.
Giving his next of kin as his widowed mother Lydd&RSTON living in
Rooksbridge.

His unit sailed for England on 22 Nov 1915. On &#p 1916 his
Canadian company relieved the Australian troops dbsustained huge
losses during fierce fighting at Moquet Farm on $oenme.

On the 8th of Sept 1916 during the battle of then®e, he received a
serious gunshot wound in the abdomen. The bullstr@moved at the
front line Casualty Clearing Station. and he wanttransferred back
England where he spent 6 months in the militaryphabkat York. And

. « later convalescing at the Canadian
i Red Cross hospital at Bushey
Park, Hastings. From where on
§ the 28th March 1917 he returned
to his Regiment in France.

He was "Killed in Action" just
three months later on the 22 June
1917 during the battles for Lens,
Vimy Ridge while attacking the

Hindenburg Line.



Arras Road Cemetery was begun by the 2nd Canadiamtty Brigade
soon after the 9th April, 1917, and until the Artigis it contained only
the graves (now at the back of the cemetery) abfiiters and men of the
7th Canadian Infantry Battalion (British Columbigd®ment) who fell in
April, May and June, 1917.

‘0
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9408 Sergeant Dorsetshire Regiment 2nd Bn. C &
Enlisted at Taunton 1896. R
Awarded 1915 star, British and Victory medals. i s
(Posthumously)

Date of Death: 17/09/1916 Age: 36

Born in 1880 One of 15 children of farm work

George and Hannah EMERY of Gills Lane, Rooksbridpeo of his
brothers Alfred and George also served in WW1 wilailehird older
brother Frederick had served in the Boer watr.

Sgt. Edward EMERY died as a prisoner of war at Aepy Mesopotamia
while attached to the Indian Expeditionary Force D

He is buried in: POW Commonwealth War Dead Ceme®AGHDAD
(NORTH GATE) WAR CEMETERY

Edward was a career soldier first enlisting in 1&0ée age of 16 into the
Somerset Light Infantry for 12 years.

He re-enlisted 1908 into the Dorset Regiment flurdner 9 years with the
view to complete 21 years service. The 2nd Battaliorsets was in
Poona, India, when war broke out and was shippedon 1914 to
Mesopotamia to join with the Indian forces of tmelian Expeditionary
force in an attempt to protect the vital oil suppli

1915-16 The Turks pursued the retreating 6th (Rdddivision to Kut,
and soon surrounded and cut it off. The garrisomeswdered on 29 April
1916. It was an enormous blow to British prestigel @ morale-booster
for the Turkish Army.

From Dec 1915 - APRIL 1916 Edward was trapped alwitfy the 8000
strong British-Indian garrison in the Siege of Kahd later taken



prisoner by the Turks. They were forced marched d@0 Kms to
imprisonment to Aleppo. Where he died of dysentery.
While captive they suffered appalling conditionsithiWno medical
facilities. Many dying of disease and malnutritiqfthe Hindu Indian
captives were treated even more harshly) Of &@ British men of the
battalion captured, only 70 survived their captvit

In 1908 while serving in Poona, he married
Florence Mabel Hastings, of 6, South Petty
Staff Lines, Poona, India. (Daughter of his
8 commanding Officer). They had three children.
e 8 It is believed Florence and the children returned
- MR to England soon after his death.

; During his service he wrote several letters to his
parents at home. This appears to be the last
letter the family received.

28 Oct 1915

"My dear mother.

"I am afraid it is some time ago since | |lagbte to you. | have
received a letter from Alice sometime ago, and s@sy to hear that you
were not very well, and | do hope that you areiggton alright now.
Charles wrote and gave me all the home news a feeksvago. He seems
to be getting on well with his dairy work. Florraso sent me a letter she
got from Edie and we are very pleased to hear simearried and getting
on comfortably. Florrie said she was going to witibeyou, Have you
received a letter from her lately? Both herseli #me children are doing
well in India with the exception of Teddy who hasdhsore eyes, which |
hope to hear are alright now. | had a letter frassé a few days ago, he
seems to be doing well.

| am getting on alright out here. The weather ig/y#easant now, but we
have had a very hot summer under trying conditi@tdl | am looking
confidently forward to the finish of all this busies and shall be glad
when it is all over.



Well dear mother | will now close hoping that yore éetter and that
Father, Alice and Gladys and all at home are duoial. "

With love to you all.
Your affectionate son Ted x"

52<'
19156 Pte 5th Batt. Dorset Reg.
Formerly Pte. 1039 N' Somerset Yeomanry.

Awarded British and Victory medals posthumously.

Born 1894 in East Brent.
ROLL, OF HONOUR. Son of Shoemaker James

The death in action is announced of Dte. Errcest and Mary FISHER.
Fisher, of the Domsots, whose parents live here,| IN 1901, 7 year old Ernest

and Pte. Charles Pople, of th .. ) )
married man, also of this par?sh‘vgrcgit:sgﬁ; was I|V|ng with his parents

Lieut. A, K. Wickh .
machine gun co:lpa?llwt}. ;lsg?.ﬁ'fenth;o;ﬁ:é'. O'i'b: four sisters and older

wounds are not serious, though his escape is a| brother next door to the

wonderful one, i i i
ou either sids of him. | Corades being killed| 5 4 it forge in Brent
Street.

In 1911, 17 year old Ernest was living and workiiong Evan BOLEY
farmer at Batch Farm Lympsham.

EADITT BRENT.

As a former member of the Yeomanry, forerunnehefTerritorials he
was probably on reserve.

(His medal record gives his address during his W8&t{/ice as North
Yeo, Edingworth. East Brent.

Killed in Action at Messines Flanders 13th May TI9age 23.
Buried in Vaulx Hill Cemetery France

The 5th Battalion Dorsets fought at Gallipoli, Eggmd Palestine, and on
the Western Front. In July 1916 the 5th were sefirance. Although the
Somme offensive had begun on 1st July, the Battdlist went into the
line in the quieter sector south of Arras. In ®ember, the Battalion
moved south, to just below Thiepval at Mouquet Fdoaot this was their
bloody introduction to the Somme. The farm wastlpdneld by the
Germans, huge numbers of whom occupied a vast dibgbaw it. In this
and in the attack that followed, two thirds of tBth were killed or



wounded. In the freezing winter of 1916/17 thewiadost heavily. And
again in an attack near Beaucourt. in May 1917

From the War Diary 5th Batt. Dorset Regiment. h3Wlay 1917

"Weather fine, at about 1-30pm until about 3.00@d &hells fell central
and on the sunken road where C Company were. dwaenkilled and 9
wounded.

19374, Pte Dix19156 Pte Fisher19258 Pte Lewis, 13439 Pte Roberts -
Killed.

25675 Pte Willis, 13834 Pte Redfern, 19029 Ptedtioe, 19373 Pte
Holland, 19045 Pte Pope, 19616 Pte Barlow, 1024¥ JRimes, 10405 Pte
Howe, 19125 Pte Shepherd. - Wounded.

Otherwise: Situation Quiet".
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266522 Private Gloucestershire
Regiment 1st/6th Bn. GAMLEN, Pte. William H., 266522.  1st/6th Bn.

Gloucestershire Regt. 23rd July, 1916. Age 19.
Posthumously awarded the Son of William and S. A. Gamlen, of Chapel

British and Victory medals. Farm, East Brent, Highbridge, Somerset.

Date of Death: 23/07/1916 Age: 19. One of fourtBasnt soldiers
known to be killed during the Battle of the Somme.

Son of farmer William and S. A. GAMLEN, of Chagerm, East Brent,
Highbridge, Somerset.

1st/6th Batt. Took part in the Battle at Sommeirtgiheavy casualties on
22nd-23rd July 1916 at La Boiselle.

The Somme offensive was supposedly to be a dvetsi draw the
enemy away from the French in the southern patiefront.

On 1 July 1916, in support of a French attack te smuth, thirteen
divisions of Commonwealth forces launched an offen®n a section
from north of Albert.



Despite a preliminary
' bombardment lasting
seven days, the German
defences were barely
touched and the attack
met unexpectedly fierce
resistance. Losses were
catastrophic, the initial
g attack was a failure and
the battle dragged on until
November!

Commemorated at the THIEPVAL MEMORIAL

I3 .
620300, Gunner 2/1st (Somerset), Royal Horse
Artillery

"B" Bty. 223rd Bde., Royal Field Artillery
The 2/1st served in France from 1917 to 1918.

Posthumously awarded the British and Victory
medals.

Alfred was a farm worker born Rooksbridge 18927
Son of herdsman George and Susan GRANT.
he married Martha Mabel MOON in 1915,

Died age 25 on 3rd
October 1917 at
Passchendaelle Flanders.

~ Remembered with Honour
f at ABBEVILLE

: COMMUNAL
CEMETERY




His younger brother William John had also died asdPendaele just a
few days earlier.

At the time of his death "B" Battery was a HowitzerttBgy involved in
the terrible battle at Passchendaelle just norst e& Ypres.(Below)

He enlisted at Taunton into the Somerset Div ofRlogal Field Artillery.
He fought at Flanders and died in France. At thme tof his death his wife
Martha was living in Manchester.

He would probably have known Ralph POPHAM (Below).

Who was also a casualty of WW1.

From their service numbers they seem to have edlsiimost at the same
time in either late September or early October 1&id both were posted
to 2/1st Somerset RHA at Woodbury Camp. Then, aftgwell at Larkhill
from early 1916 they left Southampton for HavreO@07-16.

David Porter, Norma and Melanie Body. Rooksbridge.
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1735 Private Monmouthshire Regiment 1st Unit Bnd
Awarded 1914 Star, British and Victory medals pastbusly.

Born Edithmead 1890. Son of Hannah HAM and umkmdather,
Frederick appears to have been raised by his natgrandparents Isaac
and Elizabeth Ham at Mudgley Wall, Rooksbridge.

By 1911 Frederick appears to have moved to thengiarea of S. Wales.
While working there he joined a Territorial Unit igh was called to
service at the outbreak of the war.

Frederick was one of the nearly 20,000 British mekilled on the very
first day of the Somme offensive.

Entered France Nov 1914. Date of Death: 01/Q&19Somme)
On the first day of the battle of the Somme the Rtwhmouths were on
the section at Mailly Woods about 9 miles north Albert. Totally
unprepared for the carnage to come!



Cemetery: AUCHONVILLERS MILITARY CEMETERY

The 2nd Monmouth’s Battalion was one of only a smaimber of
Territorial Battalions to have been granted the 43 tar. They were
mobilised for active service on August 4 th 191d aamained on
active service in Germany with the Army of Occupatintil May
1919. In November 1914, the Battalion entered tiaeches near the
Belgium Town of Ypres. Large numbers of the saddmad served
underground and it was not long before the Battalmecame well
known for its efficiency in trench building and m@hing and placing
mines under the enemy trenches!

The DCM was granted to their Territorial Unit. &in honours list is
probably as large as any Territorial Battalion.
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971 Sapper Royal Engineers 2nd (Wessex) F
Coy.

Posthumously awarded 1915 Star, British and
Victory medals

Born 1897 Son of butcher Jeffery and Em g
HAM, of East Brent.

Brother of Geoffrey Archer HAM. who als:
served.

He died on 2nd Oct 1915 Aged 18 (Somme)

He appears to have given a false age when he ealed, as 19 was the
minimum age for men to be sent to the front!

Cemetery: HANGARD COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION
(Somme)

Photo courtesy of Sara Kew.

Assigned to the 2nd (Wessex) Field Company Royajirieers who
served with 27th Division, The 27th Division wasrfeed at at Magdalen
Hill Camp near Winchester in November-December 1&iainly from

#



regular army units who had arrived back in Engl&odh garrisons of the
Empire. The Division proceeded to France on theh 2@ 23rd of
December 1914 as a much-needed reinforcement. Thasidh

concentrated in the area between Aire and Arquesldl5 they saw
action at St Eloi and in The Second Battle of Ypres

On the day of his death 2nd Oct 1915 his unit watrd-ontainne-Le-

Cappy north of the Somme in Northern France, canstrg tunnels under
enemy lines. A number of men were lost or trappadmthe enemy blew
up one of these tunnels and could not be rescusalibe of the use of gas.

<"2(3.:
5655 Private Gloucestershire Regiment
2nd Bn.

Date of Death: 09/05/1915 Age: 35
Posthumously awarded 1915 Star, British
and Victory medals.

Albert was a labourer born 1880 son of James HARRIS of 35,
Gloucester Rd., Trowbridge, Wilts.; Married Hann8WARK, of East

Brent, Highbridge, Somerset. 1911
(Hannah's father Olinthus STARK was killed by antrat Brent Knoll
Station in 1910)

In August 1914 : 2nd Battalion Gloucester's wer&igntsin, China. They
returned to England, landing at Southampton on 8eRder 1914. when
it came under command of 81st Brigade in 27th owvisat Winchester.
Landed at Le Havre 18 December 1914.

At the beginning of 1915 the two regular battaliehshe Gloucestershire
Regiment were present on the Western Front. 2nthliBat was to be

involved the Second battle of Ypres, the Germagrrsive which saw the
first use of gas. The Gloucester's were fortunateot coming under gas
attack during this battle, and the Canadian Armyena name for itself in
stopping the first German assault, but the latghting involving the

Gloucester's was fierce nevertheless. On 9th Mdb Ithe day Albert

HARRISON died was a black day for the 2nd Glouaéstdhey were in

the thick of the battle for Sanctuary Wood Nr ChateAlbert was among
the 145 casualties his unit killed or missing oz ithay.

)



Cemetery: YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL

The Menin Gate Memorial tc
the Missing is one of foul
British and Commonwealtl
memorials to the missing il
the battlefield area of th
Ypres Salient in Belgia
Flanders. The memorial bea®
the names 014,389 officers @&
and men from United
Kingdom and Commonwealt
Forces (except New Zealand

and Newfoundland) who fell in the Ypres Salientdref16” August 1917
and who have no known grave.
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20593 Private Somerset Light Infantry
7th Service Btn

Posthumously awarded. British and Victory medals

Date of Death: 01/10/1916 Age: 23 (Somme)
He was killed during the final days of the 1916tkat
of the Somme

Cemetery: THIEPVAL MEMORIAL

Born 1893 Frederick was a farm labourer, son ofki@badge farm
worker Frank and Ellen POPHAM, of Bristol Rd Robkdge.
Brother of Henry POPHAM who also served.

The 7" Batt. S.L.I. was established in September 1914pas of
Kitchener's Second New Army, K2. Early days weraatit, the new
volunteers having very few trained officers and N®@ command them,
no organised billets or equipment. The units of theision first
assembled in the Aldershot area.

Artillery was patrticularly hard to come by; 12 @dns arrived from India
in February 1915! When the Division moved to Witl€yodalming and
Guildford, the artillery had to go by train as thaevas insufficient harness
for the horses. Another move was made, to SalisBlai, in April 1915.



The Division was inspected by King George V at Kitan Down on 24
June 1915, by which time all equipment had arri@ad the Division was
judged ready for war.

The brigade was assigned to the 20th (Light) DowvisiAnd saw service in
the trenches of the Western Front with the 20thidlow throughout the
war.

On 26 July 1915 the Division was sent to the S@mnter area, all units
having crossed to France during the preceding faws.dThe Division
served on the Western Front for the remainder efwhr, taking part in
many of the significant actions:

Harry Patch of Wells, later to become the last sung combat
veteran of the trenches, also served with the 3#r\ice) Battalion
attached to the 61st Brigade in 1917 when he wsis1a years old
at the Battle of Paschendaele (also known as thed TBattle of
Ypres) where he was wounded by shrapnel in Septerkime
survived both world wars and lived until 2009 whendied, at the
age of 111.

1(1<. ' &
620298 Gunner Royal Field Artillery "B" Bty.
223rd Brigade.

Born 1897 son of road worker Thomas and EIize?'z;":" ,
POPHAM of "Acacia Farm" Rooksbridge. Brothe

of Ernest POPHAM who also served in WW1

who later married Wilfred LEE. of Rooksbridge. ‘

Enlisted at Taunton. POPHAM, Gur. R., 620208. “B” Bty. 223rd

Date of Death: : .
‘ Field Artillery. 4th ., 1918, IX.
04/01/1918 -t o e AR 18P0 32

Probably died of
wounds received during the last days of the baftlraschendaele?

He would probably have known Alfred GRANT?



From their service numbers Ralph POPHAM and AIIGRIANT seem to
have enlisted/volunteered almost at the same tinedther late September
or early October 1915 and were first posted totZbsnerset RHA at
Woodbury Camp. Then, after a spell at Larkhill frearly 1916 they left
Southampton for Havre on 2 July 191®avid Porter)

The third battle of Ypres o
Passchendaele which began
August 1917 cost half a milliof#==
lives in its three months. Th
Germans  lost apprommatelu-*'
250,000 to 400.000 men and tl - ]
allies lost 300,000 Britons, ';_;---

or Australian bodies were nevess

identified, 42,000 were nevegss ¢

recovered, they were blown to

pieces or were submerged in deadly mud. Many ofdiftevned were
exhausted or wounded men who fainted or fell framlioards placed for
crossing the seas of mud and could not escape #ss, minking to their
deaths as they struggled to survive.

Much of the time the commanding Generals were Wwehlind the lines

. unaware of the conditions that the
{ men were fighting in. One General
Az who did visit the front had tears in
his eyes when he asked, "Did we
- % send men to fight in this"?
. Passchendaele certainly sums up the
! ,extraordinary bravery of soldiers
: m,"q;:,ﬂ";;“ who attempted the obviously
LI IEH T11111111] impossible, but by superhuman
PEARERED ol T 1L LA efforts succeeded in fulfilling its
objectives.
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40544 Private Enlisted into the Gloucester Regi\aston super mare.
Transferred to 4 Batt. Worcester Regiment.

Posthumously awarded British and Victory medals

Born 1886 Youngest son of farm worker Henry and iddmnPOPLE of
Turnpike Road Rooksbridge.

Charles was a farm worker, one of 10 survivingdrieth of Henry who
was by 1911 a widower.

In 1901 aged 15 he was a farm worker for Arthur BBat Green Farm,
Biddisham Lane.

He died on 23rd April 1917 Age: 31 Probably duritige battle for
Monchy Le Preux, Nr. Arras.

No known grave. Commemorated on the Arras Memorial.
The ARRAS MEMORIAL

commemorates almost 35,000 #*
servicemen from the Unite
Kingdom, South Africa andd
New Zealand who died in the ' =
Arras sector between the /gl
spring of 1916 and 7 Augus
1918, the eve of the Advanaeg
to Victory, and have nc
known grave. The most conspicuous events of thimgevere the Arras
offensive of April-May 1917, and the German attatkhe spring of 1918.
(CWGC)

(During his short leave in England before embarkimdrrance in March
1916 he married Martha NUTTYCOMBE of Badgworth. ldel not
return to see his daughter Doris who was born itokar 1916).
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At the outbreak of war
in August 1914 the
4th Battalion
Worcester's were in
Meiktila in Burma.
M a3 The Battalion returned
s i to England, landing at

¢t Avonmouth on 1st
¥ February 1915. Sailed
again from
- Avonmouth on 21st
| March 1915  for
- Gallipoli, going via
" Egypt. Landing at

Cape Helles on 25 April 1915.

January 1916 : evacuated from Gallipoli back toggyAfter a very short
stay in England landed at Marseilles for servicenance. 20 March 1916

The French handed over Arras to Commonwealth foirceése spring of

1916 and the system of tunnels on which the tows lvalt were used and
developed in preparation for the major offensivanpled for April 1917.

In April the 4th Batt Worcesters were in the line Ronville on the

outskirts of Arras.

Extracts from the 4th Batt Worcs war diary22-23 Aprl917:
Trenches S. of Monchy Le Preux.

"On the 19th the Battalion came under heavy anilfee. 1 officer
killed 3 wounded and 20 ordinary ranks killed orumded. On 21st
Lt ROUND was Kkilled and 22 O.R. killed or wounded.
22nd Apr. "A quiet but busy day as preparations toable made for
attack on the following day. Lt MORTON wounded.
23rd Apr. By 4am the Batt was formed up in the ‘jumping off’
trench. Batt H.Q. was established in the shaft dbgout in sunken
road. At 4-45am the barrage started. Although & s@pposed to fall
200yds in front of our trench, a great many shettspped in close



proximity both in front and in rear of our tren@iLt ACTON was
killed.

The German barrage opened a very few minutes afteown and
was directed chiefly on our front line and its maipproaches.
4-45 am the Batt advanced under the barrage talRigk' and
‘Shrapnel' trenches in its stride. 1 Machine gunl about 80
prisoners were taken. On arrival at the first otoyec(BLUE LINE)
Companies were very disorganised owing to the pigitentage of
losses among Officers and NCQO's. Consolidatiormefosition was
commenced but was hampered by extensive snipimg tihe enemy.
About 10-00am the Germans made a counter attackhwhias
beaten off mainly by rifle and Lewis Gun fire. Bsdme of the post
occupied by 2 Coy. were rounded up. Intense slgelimd sniping
continued throughout the day. At 4-00pm anotherviiezounter
attack was launched by the Germans. Part of 2 Coynwas forced
back at the copse but the remainder of the line vedd and heavy
casualties were inflicted on the enemy. At 5-00pthia attack was
attempted by the enemy but our SOS was answeredibgrtillery
in about 30 seconds. Shortage of flares and ammanitas now felt
and under extreme conditions the line was reorgdnis
2-00AM 24-4-17 Rations were brought up to FOSSEASM. 2
limbers and 10 horses were lost by shell fire. Uad®s in the above
operations were; Killed 2Lt WEATHERHEAD, 2Lt BIRDZLT
BRUNSKILL, Lt WILLS. Missing: 2Lt PITT, 2Lt BATEMAN,
Wounded and Missing; 2Lt NICHOLSON, 2Lt HOLLAND.
Wounded; Capt. PERKINS, 2 Lt GAMLEN, Lt CROOME-
JOHNSON. Other Ranks: Killed 34, Missing 53, Woedd325.
On relief the remainder of the Battalion marchedwilothe
CAMBRAI ROAD to RONVILLE where they were given teand
rum."

The following wire was received from the C.In Cferging to the
fighting on the 23rd.

‘The fierce fighting yesterday has carried us agostep forward. |
congratulate you and all under you on the resulit @nd on the
severe punishment you have inflicted on the enemy."

L Kerans. Lt. Col. 4/ Worc. Reqt.



1A--0 >
17373 Private Somerset Light Infantry 1st Bn.
Posthumously awarded 1915 Star, British and Victoegals.

Born at Mark 1895 Son of farm worker Samygs
and Emily Jane PUDDY, of Yardwalk
Mark, Highbridge, Somerset. On enlistment g8
was a farm labourer working for Williargs
Salvidge at Brent House. :

He Entered France on 13 July 1915 and
‘Killed in action' 08 Aug 1916 Age: 20. O
of four young men from East Brent to die at
battle of the Somme. And is buried at the EsE®
Farm Cemetery Flanders. (2

His older brother James from Mark, surviv
service in WW1 and died in 1920 believed frc ==
the effects of his war service. ol

Photo courtesy of Hadi Hassan.

Quote from the war Diary of 1st Battalion Someitsght infantry for8th
August 1916

"A hot day + very quiet. Battn was relieved by BstBrigade. In the

middle of the relief about 10-30pm a gas attack masle with very dense
and powerful gas accompanied by heavy shellings Was not followed

up by an Infantry attack. 3 casualties from direll Casualties from gas
8 Officers and 120 Other Ranks"

July to November 191€

saw the Battle of the S| E;g gRtEl;;T° e o
News has rea ast Brent that Private
Somme. On 1 July 191'J0hn Puddy (Somerset Light Infantry), who
at 7.30 am fourteer before enlistmeat was employed by Mr. W,
British Divisions, which Salvidge, of East Brent, has been killed in
included th 1 1a.rction. On the receipt of the news a muffled
Inciuae € Slpeal was rung on the bells as a tribute of respect
battalion S.L.I. begar and affection, ;

the attack.




On the first day of the Battle of the Somme ned®P00 allied soldiers
died, among them was Frederick HAM of Rooksbrica@fe) as were 26
officers and 478 men of the®1Battalion S.L.I. killed, missing or
wounded.

ESSEX FARM CEMETERY

Essex Farm was the location of an Advanced DresSiagion (ADS)
during the Great War, and now is the site of a C\WWG#netery, as well
as the remains of several bunkers some of whicle weed by the ADS.
The site is located just north of Ypres,

There are 1,200 servicemen of the First World Warridda or
commemorated in this
cemetery. 103 of the burials
are unidentified but special
memorials commemorate 19
casualties known or believed
to be buried among them. It
was in Essex Farm Dressing
station that Lieutenant-
Colonel John McCrae of the
Canadian Army Medical
Corps wrote the poem ' In
Flanders Fields' in May 1915.
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Australian Imperial Force
368 Lance Corporal. 11th Light Trench Mortar
Battery. 44th Infantry.

Volunteered into the A.l.F.
21st March 1916 age 33.

He died of wounds 29th January 1917 France agedP84thumously
awarded British and Victory Medals.

Buried Trois Arbres Cemetery, Steenwerck, Nr YpFanders.



William H STUDLEY was born in 1883 at Weare, thae sd farm worker
Mark and Ann STUDLEY.

In 1891 the family were working at ‘Honey Hall Fait@ongesbury. By
1911 William was a cowman working at Manor FarmpBlaim.

At the time of his death his parents were livindcamst Brent.

In Nov 1911 he had emigrated to Australia leaviogdon on 18/11/1911
aboard the 'Armadale’ arriving in Fremantle W.A 1611912 where he
became a farmer/farmworker?.

On his enlistment paper at Perth in March 1916 las & "Farmer"
working in Shackleton, Western Australia. He gave mext of kin as
Mark STUDLEY, living at East Brent.

He also stated that he had previously served feetiiears with the 3rd
Welsh Militia? The 3rd Welsh Militia serveid the 2nd Boer War 1899-
1902.

On 6th June 1916 after a period of training in Aaig, The all-volunteer
44th Battalion 11th Infantry Brigade (AlF), sailed theSuevicto England
disembarking at Plymouth 21st July. They undernwarfurther period of
training on Salisbury Plain, where on the 10th Nvoker, William was
promoted to L/Corporal before crossing the Engli€ihannel from
Southampton to France on 23rd November 1916, wihexejoined the other
four infantry divisions of the Australian Imperiabrce.

The following month, the battalion entered the frdine trenches of the
Western Front in Belgium for the first time on 28de@mber 1916

During the bitter fighting Nr Ypres N. France, oBtl2 January 1917 William
sustained serious wounds from which he died on2®th January 1917.

During his short leave in England before embarkorg-rance, William spent
some time back in Shipham, where he married Lauatildih BICKNELL
daughter of the local policeman at Shipham on 27 B6. William never
got to see his son Arnold who was born in July 1917

In April 1917 his widow Laura was still living inffoham when she received
her husband's effects.



These consisted of: 2 identity discs, letters, Inotd, knife, metal
wristwatch, ring, wallet, photos, belt, purse antb#hs!

She later received an army pension of 40/- peniigint plus 20/- for her son
Arnold, which expired on his 16th birthday in 193B&ura never remarried
and lived at "Chestnuts"” in Shipham until she digdd 76 in July 1962.
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137133 Private "3 Batt. (Infantry) Machine Gun Corps.
Formerly 516899 London Regiment.
Posthumously awarded British and Victory medals.

Enlisted at Tauntory.

Born 1899 East Brent
Son of William Henry and Sarah Ann BABB,

At the age of two his family had moved to All
Saints Road, WSM. Where in 1911 aged 11
he was living with his two younger sisters and
two brothers and his father was a chauffeur.
At the time of his death in 1918 his parents
had moved to 6, Cyril St., Taunton,
Somerset.



He died Flanders 02/09/1918 Age:19

Possibly during the Second Battle of Bapaume, 3gusu- 3 September
1918

He is commemorated on the War memorial at St Mahysch Taunton

On the 2nd Sep 1918 the 8th Batt M.G.C. Were anlcagirt which had
been lost the previous March. After a desperatdebaitwas retaken on
3rd Sep 1918

The battle cost the 8th Battalion 57 casualtieduting "2nd Lt H
SHEPPARD, Capt. H HEMSON, Lt. TW. WELLS and 54 Héxt
Ranks'."

William BABB is commemorated on the VIS-EN-ARTOISehorial Nr
Arras N France.

This Memorial bears the names of over 9,000 meo Vil in the 3
month period from 8 August 1918 to the date of Arenistice in the
Advance to Victory in Picardy and Artois, betwe@ie Somme and Loos,
and who have no known grave.

The Machine Gun Corps was also known as the 'SuiSgluad'! Due to
the high casualty rate inflicted by modern machipens, captured
machine gun crews on both sides were quite oftemsarily shot!
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83231 Private Sherwood Foresters (Notts and Dedg) R
476346 Private transferred to the 101st Co Labaup€£
Posthumously awarded British and Victory Medals.

Born 1880 Son of John and Mary BLOOD, of Ashboubeebyshire.

In 1908 he married Margaret Mary WOOD, daughterJdaofhn and Ellen
WOOD nee Banwell of Turnpike Road Rooksbridge. Aigtger Lillian
May was born in 1910 in Ashbourne.

Margaret's father John WOOD was a butter and Chewsger and for a
short while was a manager at the Cheddar ValleyyDaiRooksbridge.

Soon after their marriage in 1908 Frederick and ddeet moved to
Frederick's home town of Ashourne in Derbyshireeghhe became a



butcher.
Margaret died in 1951 at Ashbourne Derbyshire.

Aged 35 in 1915 Frederick had registered originatitp the Sherwood
Foresters (Notts and Derby Reg). He was later fiearesl to the 101st
Labour Corps.

He died 'Of Wounds' in France on 20th May 1918 (fldisily believe of
gas)? and is buried in BAGNEUX BRITISH CEMETERY,
GEZAINCOURT France. His younger brother William alslied in
France in 1917.
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216220 Gunner 296th Brigade. Royal Field Artillery
Posthumously awarded the Victory and British Medals

Born 1894 In East Brent. Son of farmer George dmmhBeth BODY
Also, brother of Tom BODY, who served in the Deviains Regiment.

By 1911 the family had moved from East Brent andefarming at Nut
Tree Farm, Barton, Winscombe, Somerset. He diestl ) weeks before
the Armistice on 26th Oct 1918 Nr Cambrai. Age: 25

He is commemorated on the Winscombe War Memorial Buried
RAMILLIES BRITISH CEMETERY. France.
Possibly died from wounds sustained during thel iBwtle of Cambrai a
few day earlier?
With the Germans in retreat,
the battle of Cambrai and St.
Quentin, 27 September 9
October 1918, was part of the
main British all out attack on
the Hindenburg line. It saw
three British and one French
army, force the Germans out of
their last strong defensive line.
[ !
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117061 Gunner 261 Seige Battery Royal Garrisorll@unyi

Born 1893 In Axbridge Workhouse illegitimate son Bliza Field nee
COMER of Rooksbridge.

Soon after his birth, his mother Eliza COMER lefidamarried Francis
FIELD in 1894 and moved to Colerne Nr Bath.

Born out of wedlock, he was brought up in Rooksieidby his
Grandparents William and Matilda COMER. In 1901 &jee was living

in Tarnock with his grandparents. His Grandfatheltisvh who was born

in East Brent had died in 1908an find no record of Wilfred or his
grandmother Matilda after 1901 assume his Grandmiotiad died before
his enlistment in 1915)n October 1917 his personal possessions were
sent to his mother's sister Bessie STONE nee CONEMRy in Berrow
Road Burnham on sea.? Who was named as his nkixt! of

When he enlisted in 1915 he gave his occupatian@svman at Tarnock.
Because he was in agriculture he was first enrofiezthe Army Reserve
8th Dec 1915 where he did

his training.

Mobilised Sep 1916.

Posted to France Oct 1916.

Killed in Action 21st May

1917. At the 2nd Battle of

the Aisne.

Buried in the Tilloy British Cemetery Nr Arras Fian

He is commemorated on the Memorial Plague in theathof St Congar
in Badgworth (Rev. Judith Jeffery)

His grandparents home just outside Rooksbridgeaatdck was within
the parish of Badgworth.

On the 16th April 1917 the 2nd Battle of the Aismas launched under
the French commander in Chief Robert NEVILLE It veadisaster for the
French Army and the British troops who took paA. hugely costly
attack, involving 1.2 million troops and 7,000 gunschieved little in the
way of territorial gain - certainly not the 48 hdareakthrough envisaged -
and also brought to an end the career of its iagiig the French



Commander-in-Chief Robert NEVILLEBnd sparked widespread mutiny
in the French army. (From Long Long Trail Website).
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47910 Pte. 10th Batt. W. Yorkshire Regiment (PrioC&/ales Own)
Posthumously awarded Victory and
British medals.

Born 1897 son of Dairy farmer Edward
and Anne DIBBLE of East Brent.
In 1891 the family had moved to "Upper
Farm" Brean where George was born and
in 1911 was living there with his 4 older
sisters and 2 brothers.

Died 11th April 1917 age 20.
Buried and commemorated at ETAPLES MILITARY CEMETER
France

There is a memorial stone for George in the chuaahwat St Bridgets.
Brean.

At the Time of his death the 10th Battalion wer&oived in heavy
fighting near Arras in France. Like many otherswas probably sent to
Etaples Military hospital where he died of his wdan

During the First World War the coastal town of Héspaway from the
front line became a vast Allied military camp ameér a giant 'hospital
city'. Many medical facilities were

established by the Australians, New

Zealanders and British. Wounded

soldiers were often sent to Etaples to

recover or en route for Britain.

Run by Officers with little

experience of the front, discipline
and conditions were atrocious, even
leading to a mutiny there in 1917 led
by New Zealand and Australian



soldiers after an Australian Private was Court Malled and shot by
firing squad for abusing a British NCO!

Even here was not immune to attack. The hospitaed athacked by
German bombers several times.
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28199 Pte Royal Lancs Reg. 7th Battn.
Posthumously awarded British and Victory medals

Originally conscripted on the 24th July 1916 irfte t

Devonshire Reg.

Born 1898 Son of George and Susan (nee Sandiford)

GRANT. of Rooksbridge.

Brother of Alfred GRANT who also died in France

Dec. 1917.

And of Joseph GRANT

At the time of his death the family were living &ast Huntspill.
Posted to the Reserves in 1915 while given leavketp his widowed
mother on the family farm. Recalled for service EOA7.

Recalled to the BEF and disembarked at Le Havigemrat Rouen 29th
July 1917. Where he was transferred into the Rbagalcs Reg. in Aug
1917.

Killed a month later in action
during the horror of the fighting a
Paschendaele on 23 Sep 1917.
aged 19.

Photo Melanie and Norma Body

He is commemorated on the War
memorial at East Huntspillenny
Binning)

DUHALLOW A.D.S. CEMETERY
Duhallow Advanced Dressing Station, was a medioat 4.6 kilometres
north of Ypres. The cemetery was begun in July 1&1din October and
November 1918, it was used by the 11th, 36th arld @dsualty Clearing
stations.
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Sapper 209035 Royal Engineers. 206th Field Co.
Posthumously awarded British and Victory medals
Died at Somme of 'War Wounds' 29th Sept 1918.

Born East Brent 1882 son of Walter and Laura PETRERf Turnpike
Road East Brent.

He Married Leah CAVILL? of East Huntspill in 190%. 1911 the family
was living at New Road East Huntspill

They had two children Dorothy born 1905 and Rolaach 1911.

In 1911 Thomas was a general labourer at the HidgbrLocomotive
Works.

During the last few weeks of the war, his Compargrenpresent at the
fierce battle St Quentin Canal. And this is whesenas probably mortally
wounded, see below.
From War Diary of 206th Field Comp RE for 29th Se918.
"8-30am. Section proceeded to join 14th InfantrigBde. Company
moved forward with bridging equipment to erect bgedover St
QUENTIN CANAL.
7 wounded12 casualties to animals".

Roisel on the St Quentin Canal was occupied byidBritroops in April
1917, until the 22nd March 1918. It was retakenthe following
September.

"The Battle of St Quentin Canalwas an important battle of World War |
that began on 29 September 1918 and involved Byi#daistralian and
American forces in the spearhead attack and asghescombined force
against the Germarbiegfried or the Hindenburg Line. Under the
command of Australian general Sir John Monash agsault achieved all
its objectives, resulting in the first full breaohthe Hindenburg Line, in
the face of heavy German resistance and, along atftar attacks of the
Great Offensive along the length of the line, coned the German high
command that there was little hope of an ultimatern@n victory".
‘Wikipedia'
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14805 Private Gloucestershire Regiment.
Enlisted at Bristol.

Son of the Rev. Thomas Henley TURNER and Lucindsl. JTURNER,
of 14, The College, Bromley, Kent.

Born in East Brent in 1892 while his father Thonvegs curate at St
Marys. East Brent).

by 1901 eight year old Arthur and his parents wietiag at Chelwood
Rectory where Arthur Turner’s father became chueattor at Chelwood
near Pensford

Died 09/09/1915 of Typhoid Fever at home at Chelivoo

Arthur having been born at East Brent is burie@la¢lwood

(Although he died at home as a result of his wavise and his grave at
Chelwood is registered with the Commonwealth Waav&s Commission,
however his name does not appear on any war memorilaat area)?

(Chelwood is listed as a "Thankful Village" Ondloé few which escaped
without casualties on the battlefield).
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(Quote from a front line soldier).

The first British soldier to be killed at Mons inWM. was a 17 year old
Londoner John PARR on 21st August 1914. He hadlledréwo years
earlier under aged into the Middlesex Regimentjast 15 years old.
The last British soldier to die, George Edwin Eihsof the 5th Royal Irish
Lancers, was killed at around 9:30 am on the dayhefceasefire on 11th
Nov 1918, while scouting on the outskirts of MoBglgium. The final
soldier to die was a Canadian, Private George éawe Price. He was
killed by a sniper just two minutes before the a&troe was sounded again
at Mons. Uncannily right back where the war for BeF had started a
long 4 years before.

The war cost over 16,000,000 dead of which aroud®@D,000 were
military and the rest civilians. The final "Butckeasill" of the "War to end
wars" was the worst in recorded history up unt@tthme! And what for?
After four years of bloodshed the frontiers wergually all back where
the had started. Three monarchies, the German,idRussid Austria-
Hungary had been ousted and the aftermath would fearevolution
across Europe and of the Bolsheviks and commumsgRussia.

A little over ten years later would see the riseHufler's socialist Nazi
party and Twenty years after the 'Armistice' Hitreould take the world
into another World War that would result in almtiseé same outcome
except this time the "Butchers Bill" would be evanre horrendous!
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After 4 long weary years, much of it spent alteingain either boredom or
sheer terror, our surviving soldiers returned hoWeh money left from

the East Brent War Memorial fund a welcome homeypaas arranged
for 116 men known to have survived.

Wives and Mothers were reunited with husbands ams shey thought
they might never see again. Many of the men hagktdo know children
that they had barely or never seen before.

It would be a time of joy or sadness and abovega#lat change for many.
Many of our ex-servicemen appear to have returmetliategrated back
into village life and in most cases their storiasd been forgotten!

In many places they returned home not to a Her@kome, but to a
completely different country and way of life to tbre they left. Many of
the jobs promised on their return had disappeasadany businesses had
closed down due to the affects of wartime shortages

The Women’s Rights movement had gained strength mady of the
women who had stepped in to do the absent men’k, wesented having
to stand down again after proving themselves asd gktting used to
earning a regular wage.

Many of the returning ex-soldiers were suffering tffects of over four
years of hardships and traumatic experiences. Awoy would have to
live the rest of their lives with the affects of wals, gas and sometimes
shell shock. In many cases making them unemploydlfles must have
had a huge impact on some of these sometimes wenygymen, and their
families which would affect them throughout theitdr years. At that time
there was no Welfare State help to fall back on.

In rural areas such as ours, most of the unskithesh would probably
have returned to farm work or maybe had to moveyailwaking for
employment in the town or cities or to the miningas of South Wales
etc?

Let us not forget also, the wives, mothers or fi@siof these young men,
fearful that they might never see their loved oagsin, who had to adapt
and sacrifice so much while their men folk were yw&ad again on their

#



return, sometimes having to learn to live with somewho was probably
a different person to the one they knew before thegt to war!
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The nerve disorder 'Shell Shock' or what we nowkas Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD) was a huge problem amongomestantly under
fire and seeing their comrades blown apart besident At first it was
unrecognised and thought to be the effects of cgsion from shell blast
etc. The military and government assumed clainfaiggll Shock' to be an
attempt by some men to get away from the front lineorder to keep up
morale of the troops. Government ministers andt&tii Generals tended
to dismiss the problem and hide the numbers of ahérduma cases sent
to hospitals. Government figures estimated thas [¢han 10% of
casualties were diagnosed with nervous disordees tduconditions of
war. The Medical Officers and doctors at the frioméw this was grossly
incorrect.

Towards the end of the war, much to the disgugt®M.O.'s on the front,
medical records of many of the men they had diagmhagith a nervous
disorder were lost or ignored when men were transfieto other
regiments or battalions etc. Sometimes no mattev well a man had
fought, the only indication that a man was releaseel to Shell Shock or
mental problems was sometimes the code "392wiiltten into his record,
or the words "Not being likely to become an effitisoldier". In many
cases of Shell Shock, because a discharged mangaheecords had
gone missing and he had no visible physical wouhdswas not even
granted a war pension on his release. Which coualde hdevastating
effects on the man and his family. As in the cas&am BODY of East
Brent who despite having served bravely on the @adtront from 1916
until the war ended, after his release he develapassic symptoms of
war trauma, spent the remainder of his life in Wébkylum until he died
in 1954 aged 59.

Also in some cases a man released early from sedvie to ‘Nerves'
could forfeit his service medals.

Over 300 men were 'Shot at Dawn' for alleged 'Cdwat when the real
cause for many was Shell Shock or (PTSD)!




It is very likely that other men from East Brerftetthan Tom BODY may
have suffered mentally from the trauma of war dduse no official war
records are available it is impossible to say?
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The following is an effort to record the names gqmeserve the memory
and stories of some of those who returned but kagely been forgotten.
The following summaries are based on available m@go family
mementoes and what we know of the service ansl divéhe hundred or
so men of East Brent known to have served andvadtvi

This list is far from complete as there are no &lde records or
memories surviving for some of those who took part.
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188808 129 Sqd RAF.

Frederick ADAMS was born in

April 1901 the son of John and

Anna ADAMS of Lake House

Lane, East Brent.

Frederick's twin Ella died at birth

and his mother Anna, nee

LEATHERBY died just days after the birth aged 206he was the
daughter of John LEATHERBY who in 1901 was a butcdlleo living in
Lake House Lane 'South Common' East Brent.

Frederick's father John remarried in 1905 to aga®lifrom Mark. and a
daughter Mabel was born in 1908. They were livihdgsauth Common
Lake House Lane East Brent in 1911.



In 1911 10 year old Frederick was living with hiscle and aunt Joseph
and Sarah CLIST who were his guardians at Popla/s Br Highbridge.

Frederick enlisted as an RAF Air Mechanic in Mayl83vhen the RAF
had been formed out of the earlier Royal Flying gSoand Royal Navy
Air Service.

On enlistment aged 17 and 2 mths he gave his ri&ih@s his aunt and
guardian Mrs Sara CLIST of Worston Lane, Highbridgend his
occupation as a coppersmith.

He joined 129 Squadron.129 squadron was initially formed during the
later months of the First World War, but never bbeeaoperational before
the Armistice. It was to be a day bomber unit basd’AF Duxford.

He appears to have been released in May 1919 drahpReserve'.

Believed to have married a Bernice CHURCHES at fdde

By 1939 John was an aircraft coppersmith in Bristblere he lived in
Ashley Down with his wife Bernice and 9 year oldudhter Daphne. He
died in Highbridge 1954.
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145957Pte Gloucester Reg

Later 5083 Sgt 9th Manchester Reg.

Awarded the 1915 Star, British and Victory medals.

He was awarded the DCM for Gallantry and devotomty during the
battle for Cateau towards the end of the war.

Born East Brent 1879 Son of Albert and Emma AMESBUR 1871 his
parents were Innkeepers at the Dolphin Inn at WpHik father died in
1880 aged 39.

By 1881 his widowed mother Emma and her childremewlering at

Bleadon.

In 1891 he was living with his brother Maurice asster Ann at Bleadon
and his mother, who was Postmistress there.

By 1901 the family had moved to Chorlton Lancs. whée was a
Bricklayer/Scaffolder living at home in Moss Siddanchester with his
Widowed mother Emma and the family.



In 1911 he was living at Chorlton Lancs. with hiseaMary Ann who he
married in 1904 and three children Ethel 6, Edwand George 1.
Edward is believed to have died at Chorlton Lanecs 1924.
In 1939 Edward's widow Mary Ann and youngest unmdrson George
were living in Euston Ave. Manchester.

It appears... that before the outbreak of wardekldeen in the Territorials
and on reserve with the Gloucesters. But now livNrg Manchester, he
was recalled to the 9th Battalion Manchester regimen 15th Sept 1914.
He was almost immediately promoted to Corporal. nidgt 1915 he was
a Sergeant.

The 9th Battalion Manchesters were one of the fistritorial units to
serve in a theatre of war. They were mostly mem fitee ‘Ashton Terriers'
who volunteered as a unit and took part in somehef fiercest and
costliest battles of the war.

He was first assigned to the Mediterranean Expmthtly Force in Egypt
where the 9th were tasked with guarding the SuemlCstc. On 5th May
1915 the 9th Batt. embarked for the Gallipoli ahd Dardanelles where
they landed under heavy fire on 9th May.

The Gallipoli campaign was a complete disasteBiatish and especially
so for the large contingent of the Anzac armiesAaftralia and New
Zealand. Poor command, preparation and lack of amdssupplies etc led
to huge casualties. Disease, sickness claimed mmmg casualties. The
9th Battalion numbers were dwindling fast.

On the 26th December, orders were received to ldavd’eninsula, and
on the 28th the 9th Battalion were evacuated anchddor Egypt again.
On the 14th March 1917 the 9th were transferredrremce under the
command of the 42nd Division. where from July tovBimber they were
involved in the battles of Ypres and Paschendaele

From July 1918 the remnants of the 9th Battalionndfeesters were
heavily engaged in the final German retreat aftexirtfailed Spring
Offensive where Edward won the DCM medal.



After his WW1 service with the Gloucester and O9thardhester
Regiments, he did not return straight away to BEmgjla

He took a bounty and re-enlisted at Dunkirk atdlje of 39 as a sergeant
for a further two years 1919-21. assigned to theadiaster Regiment.

His 1919-21 service record shows him as marriedreomde address as 35
Henry St. Chorlton-on-Medlock. Manchester.

(Chorlton-on-Medlock, a former working-class distri in central
Manchester, cleared during the post WW2 nationacpce of ‘slum
clearance’ from 1957 t@975)
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M2/052581 Pte RASC
Awarded 1915 Star, British and Victory medals.

Born in East Brent in September 1897 Alfred

was the youngest son of Carpenter/Cheesemaker

George and Hannah BANWELL of Edingworth.

By 1911 the family had moved to Congesbury

where 14 year old Alfred was a house servant.

After his war service Alfred met and married a

Frances COFFIN at Wandsworth London in

1924.

Alfred and Frances lived in Wandsworth until heddile March 1985 aged
87. Frances died in 1968 aged 75.

By 1915 Alfred had learned to drive motor vehicéa®l volunteered into
the Motorised transport section of the Royal Armgn&ce Corps. This



mainly consisted of supplying the front line
troops with Ammunition and other supplies by
lorries.

He served in Egypt from April 1915. Defending
the Suez Canal from the Turkish Ottoman forces.
Until his Demobilisation in 1919.
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2nd Lieutenant 4th East Kent Regiment (Buffs)

Born 1896 Son of Commercial Traveler Edward BANWE&hd Marion.
of Rooksbridge. Soon after his parents married 8841they moved to
Ramsgate where Frank Edward was born.

Volunteered September 1914 Placed on Reserve.

Entered the Artist Rifles Officers Training corpsadh 1916. On 27th
December 1916 he was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutémahe East
Kent regiment.

In August 1918 he appears to have transferred traamth (Buffs) East
Kent Regiment into the RAF for training from whible was demobbed in
January 1919.?

While on leave before entering the RAF he marri€ékearude WARNER
at Whitstable Kent in August 1918. They would h&éwe sons.

by 1923 he was a school master in Sittingbournet Ked in 1927 he was
Headmaster at Cuddington School Aylesbury. Bucks.

Soon after he took the Headmastership at Aylesbarigad an affair with
a young schoolmistress there and he and his wibarated. She was
finally granted a divorce in 1944 after she fouma hving with a woman
in Ruislip.



2/4th Battalion East Kent regiment.

Formed at Canterbury in September 1914 as a Sddgonadattalion.
Attached to 2/Kent Brigade, 2/Home Counties DivisiBemained in
England throughout the war.

It is unknown if he served in a theatre of war?mkdal records found?
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No M.B./2953 Chief Motor Mechanic Royal Navy Reserv

1918. Called for service from July 1918 until 'EsfdHostilities'
Demobbed Feb 1919.

Awarded the British and Victory medals. So mustenagrved a short time
overseas?

No service records available

Born Renfrew Scotland Jan 1894 Son of forester Rodved Margaret
BENNIE

In Sep. 1919 he married Margaret GLEESON at Bristol

In 1939 he was proprietor of Rooksbridge Garage.

After his retirement he lived at 'Hillcroft' Burtddow East Brent.

He died in Dec.1978. His wife Margaret died in 1965
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57794 Lead Driver. Royal Horse
Artillery.

Awarded 1915 Star, British and
Victory medals.

Born 4" April 1894, East Brent

son of Walter and Annie

BISHOP

In 1911 He was a general

labourer along with his father

boarding with the family of a

builder Richard Tucker at Fremlington Devon.

He served in the military as a lead driver in they& Horse Atrtillery.
Between 1914 and 1918 in Egypt, Africa and Italy.



He was awarded the British and Victory medals dad sfter training he

appears to have been posted first to the Egyptrihe&war? o service

records founyl

"In 1939 he was living at 'Glengarry' Brent Knolitlvhis wife Edith and

11 year son Reginald.

"After the war he worked for the Drainage boaErnie "Did Ditches and

things" He was hard working and well respected. Wiwked as an

Agricultural contractor for local farmers and theivét board.

A devout Methodist, both he and his father Walteravorganists at East

Brent Chapel. It is also thought that his fatherltdfawas once lay

preacher there.

Ernest at one time was responsible for climbingKhell and raising the

flag. And when called upon would volunteer alonghvothers to- 'Clean-

up' after the 'Horse-racing' at Brent Knoll!

Ernie being quite religious had a beautiful organhis home and his

grandchildren hated going to visit on a Sunday.ieenvould hold a

‘Service' which the kids found boring!
He was quite a character and a man
of many talents. He was keen on
West Country History and Natural
History and was a self taught artist.
This painting of 'Nut Tree Farm' by
Ernest Bishop which is thought to
be the last thatched cottage in East
Brent was donated to the parish by
Marlyn Truckle-Whatley
(Granddaughter of Ernest Bishop )
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"He tended his large garden etc. and was keerdydsted in West
Country history and the local flora and fauna.

Died Dec 1970. East Brent (heart attack outsid¢ giise)

Ernest BISHOP and his wife Edith, never owned a they were well
known for cycling everywhere. Even to Scotland ddnoliday with a tent
on the back of the bike!



Edith had a bad accident on her bike in the 50ssarthey were unable to
cycle long distances after that. However they stifle locally, to the local

Post office etc. to draw their pensions.

In 1970 while on one of their regular visits to EBsent Post Office, that
while Edith was inside, and Ernest waited outsidtéh ihe bikes, that

Ernest had a massive heart attack and was deadebgéhth could get

outside! A sad end to such a well liked and tadmhan. "

(Marlyn Truckle-Watley. Grand-daughter)
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27618 Pte. Devon Regiment.
Awarded British, Victory medals.

Born in 1895 Son of farmer George and ElizabetiDB@f Brent Street,
East Brent, brother of Frank BODY, who served ie tRoyal Field
Artillery. And died in France in late 1918.

In 1914 the family took over the farm of Elizabstlfather at Nut Tree
Farm, Barton, Winscombe, Somerset

He was conscripted from the Army Reserve in MayGl%riginally into
the Royal Field Artillery but quickly transferred tthe Devonshire
Regiment.

After infantry training he landed in France on ¥p51916

The Devonshires served continuously in France fAugust 1914 until
November 1918 and were in the thick of all the méjattles throughout
the war they and earned 26 battle honours. Thehagcost the Battalion
more than 1,150 killed and three times that numbeyunded.

At the battle of Arras in April 1917 Thomas was wded in the right arm
"Severe flesh wound" He spent a little over two thenin military
hospital in Edmonton, London before being sent hadkrance at the end
of June 1917.

His Pension records show that in February 1921 ag admitted to the
Mendip Asylum at Wells. Suffering from "Melanchdliddn admission he
appeared "Dazed, stupid, inactive, incapable ofinalry effort, memory
poor, no interest in surroundings, shows no emotuden questioned
about his experiences, makes no complaint”.



He appears to have suffered classic 'Shell Shgeckpsoms? Which was
unofficially common among men who had experienbedhbrrors of the

Somme and Paschendaele etc.

However, his military Pension record says thatdoisdition "Is not due to
his wartime service"?

He remained in the Wells Asylum until his deatli $54 aged 59.
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R/4/410543 Blacksmith. Army Service Corps ‘Remofquadron’
Awarded British ‘Victory’ and ‘War’ medals

Born Rooksbridge 1876 Son of farm worker John amaryMANn (nee
Norey) BURGE

In 1901 he was a blacksmith.

Married Bertha Carter from Shepton Mallett in 1903.

By 1911 he was a 'Roadman’ living in Rooksbridge.

After his WW1 service he returned to East Brent ighia 1939 he was a
blacksmith at the 'Forge' in East Brent. At theboeik of WW2 he was a
special constable. He died age 86 in 1962.

Enlisted at Webbington 1915. Aged 39. As a “Spéciahlisted
Shoeing Smith”

Served in France 1916-19

Received 7 days Field Punishment No 1 and forfesteel days pay
on 22/1/1917 for being absent from his post ovdrnig
Discharged from RASC. Woolwich on "t #\pril 1919. With a 30%
Disablement. Received weekly pension of 8/3d

The ASC Remounts
Service was responsible
for providing the horses
and mules to all other
army units.

At the onset of World War
1, the British Army's

remount service was put
under a massive strain to



supply enough horses because at the time, they ladyabout 25,000
horses with 6,000 held in reserve in barns andesadcross the country,
so they had to look further afield and buy mulesrfrAmerica. One of the
ports these terrified animals arrived at, was Avouth as it's one of the
first ports to reach from across the Atlantic amld Ibecome an important
military depot from which troops and equipment wdespatched to the
Western Front.
When war broke out, the King Edward Dock at Avonthooad just been
built and provided a rail link to other parts oétbountry. There was a lot
of farmland surrounding the area and a huge de@s @stablished at
Shirehampton which stabled and supplied horsesnaunids to the Front
between 1914 and 1918.

Another of these farms where the newly arrived saed horses - who
were sent by train to recover

from the long sea journey -

was Bratton Farm just

outside Minehead. Where

the mules were herded

down the town's main high

street from the railway

station towards the farm

which had been taken over

by the Army where they

were vetted and shod etc, before they were put lmackrains and
dispatched across the Channel to the Frontline fuvere so many would
never return.
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34783 Pte. 11th Worcester Regiment.
Awarded British and Victory medals.

Arthur was born in East Brent in 1885 Son of gastteloseph and Harriet
CHAMPENEY.

In 1891 along with his three older sisters the fariwed in Brent Street,
East Brent.

In Dec 1905 he married Elizabeth HUTCHINGS from Ber. At the
time of his enrolment into the Army Reserve in Nober 1915 he was
living at Berrow.



In June 1916 when he was mobilised he was livingandon House,
Berrow with his wife and thee children. Edith 19@3ladys 1908 and
Leonard 1914.

He served with the 11th Worcesters mainly in Macegland Bulgaria.
On his demob in Aug 1919 he had been serving irsidus

After his war service he was farm worker still hgi in London House
Berrow in 1939. he died in 1962.
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21608 Corporal 14th Gloucestershire Regiment
Awarded British and Victory Medals.

and 1915 Star.

Born in East Brent in 1896 Son of grocer Harold hityl
CHANCELLOR of Church House, Church St, East Brent.

By 1911 the family were living in
Bourneville Rd, Weston super mare,
where his parents ran a Grocers
shop

Enrolled at Weston Super Mare
June 1915 age 19.
Gave his profession as "Cyclist
Fitter"
o 112 13

At just 5'2" he was assigned to the 14th GlouceReggiment. known as
the 'Bantams’

The 14th (West of England) Battalion, GloucesteesikRegiment was
raised at Bristol on the 22nd of April 1915 as andan Battalion, with
troops who were under the normal regulation minimheight of 5 feet 3
inches.

The 14th was ordered to Egypt in late 1915, but dhder was soon
cancelled and they proceeded to France, landingeatHavre on 30
January 1916, the division was concentrated eaSt @mer. They were
in action during the Battles of the Somme at BameRidge and other
places.



He was wounded in early March 1916 and was sentehtumReading
Military Hospital for 6 weeks before returning taes hunit in France. In
May 1917 Charles suffered with Malaria leaving himith a "20%

Disablement”

In March 1918 he was sent home to England whenpipeaas to have
suffered with severe Headaches and Vertigo etcratiegned to France
Oct 1918.

On his discharge in March 1919 he was 'Acting Sangje

He married Lillian GOULSTONE b: 1876 in 1921

They had three sons. Douglas b: 1921, Lionel and IMd.928.

In 1931 he had a Fruit Shop in Bourneville Road.

In 1939 he was a part time telephonist living wits family in
Bourneville Road, Weston super mare.

He died in 1974. in the Sedgemoor district.?
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Private 2479 3rd Somerset Light Infantry.

John was born in East Brent in 1874, son of Railwayker David and
Elizabeth CLEAL. As a railway worker the family med home quite
often.

By 1881 the family had moved to 'Withy Road' Huiitssnd by 1901 the
family had moved to Cardiff.

When he first enrolled into the army in February848he gave his
birthplace as East Brent and age as 18 years. atenfs were living at
Huntspill.

From 1891-97 he served for 5 years with S.L.I. India. While on

'‘Reserve' in 1899 he worked for a few months asilavay porter at

Cardiff.

From 1899- 1902 he was recalled for service inBber War, taking part
in the "Relief of Ladysmith", battles at Jugela ¢hés, Cape Colony,
Orange Free State and Transvaal etc. For whichdseawarded the Kings
South Africa Medal and clasp.



He was promoted to Corporal in Feb 1899 and to &erigin June 1902.
After the Boer War he served for five years in &nfiom Nov 1902 until
Nov 1907

While on reserve he was a postman in Cardiff betwi&s 2 -14.

At the outbreak of WW1 he re-enlisted as a priviaté99 into the Welsh
Regiment at Penarth on 23 Nov 1914. his statedldpgbe was transferred
to the Royal Defence Corps. As he did not senaetimeatre of war during
WW1 he dos not appear to have been awarded any We¥dhls?

The Royal Defence Corpsvas a corps of the British Army formed in
March 1916 It was formed by converting the (Homevie) Garrison
battalions of line infantry regiments. Garrison taions were composed
of soldiers either too old or medically unfit foctave front-line service;
the Home Service status indicated they were unteblbe transferred
overseas. Eighteen battalions were converted swhaly.

The role of the regiment was to provide troops gecurity and guard
duties inside the United Kingdom; guarding impottéocations such as
ports or bridges. It also provided independent cames for guarding
prisoner-of-war camps. The regiment was never oiento be employed
on overseas service.(Wikipedia)

He eventually left the Army in June 1919 afterrbiéy 30 years service.

In 1939 he was living in Penybont S Wales. With \wife Rebecca who
he married in 1922.

In 1944 at the age of 70 he was receiving an aremnsipn of £78-3s-0d
per annum. From his pension record he appearsve digd sometime
after March 1951
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2346 Rifleman. 12 Rifle Brigade.

Born East Brent 29 March 1894, son of William and
Mary Ann COLES of Bristol Road, East Brent.
Photo: David Loveridge.

Brother of George COLES



In 1911 was working as a labourer on the farm afirdd>uddy, Brent St,
Victoria House, Brent Knoll

Married Ellen PLEECE, 21 June 1919, Cardiff

In 1939 he was a brick and tile maker living in kilgidge Road Burnham
on sea. with his wife Helen and her 60 year oldowied father Walter
PLEECE.

Ashley died 2 June 1964, Weston super Mare Hospital

On the 24th August 1916 during the Battle at DEvMWood on the
Somme he contracted Dysentery and was invalidetheorear to for
several days in hospital.

Listed as wounded on 8th Oct 19177 No other sereicerds found?

(His son Ashley COLES Jnr served on the cruiseciBRrince for the
duration of WW2 and became a well known photograph8urnham on
Sea and later had a signwriting business in Bedtari3ristol)

Rifle Brigade 12th Btn

Formed at Winchester in September 1914 as part df(Kitcheners
volunteer 2nd Army) and came under command of @&dthade in 20th
(Light) Division. On 22 July 1915 : 12 Batt. landaddBoulogne.

Extract from The Wartime Memories Project website

12th (Service) Battalion, Rifle Brigade went t@ice on the 22nd of
July 1915, landing at Boulogne, In 1916 they weradgtion at the The
Battle of Mount Sorrel, in which the Division, alpmwith the Canadians,
recapturedhe heights. They were in action on the Somme inBédide of
Delville Wood, The Battle of Guillemont, The Batté Flers-Courcelette,
The Battle of Morval and The Battle of Le Translay1917 they were in
action during The German retreat to the Hindenlumg, The Battle of
Langemarck, The Battle of the Menin Road Ridge, Bhtle of Polygon
Wood and The Cambrai Operations. In 1918 they fouglihe Battle of
St Quentin, The actions at the Somme crossingg hadattle of
Rosieres engaging in heavy fighting in each battle,
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13963 Pte. 19 Devonshire Regiment.
Awarded the 1915 Star, British and Victory medals

Born 1890 son of William and Mary Ann COLES,
East Brent. Brother of Ashley COLES. (above)

In 1911 George was living with his parents and
sister Annie at Edingworth and working as a farm
labourer (JJ)

In 1939 he was a general labourer (Roadways)
living with his wife Agnes at Lake House Cottage,
East Brent.

Volunteering in 1915 he entered France in Sep 1915.

Later that year the 10th were sent to Salonikeeraking on the Turks in
Bulgaria. Seeing service there throughout the wdrramaining on 'Z'
reserve until 1919.

In the Great War, a total of 25 battalions of thevBnshires were raised,
they fought on the Western Front, in France, It&lgcedonia, Egypt,
Palestine, and Mesopotamia.

These infantry battalions were some of the firs@o over the top’ with
great loses!

(No service records available Photo: David
Loveridge.
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39024 Royal Warwickshire Reg.
47310 Rifle Brigade.

Awarded British and Victory Medal.
(No service records available

Believed to be a brother of Ashley and George
Coles?

The Cap Badge appears to be that of the Rifle
Brigade?

711 TS



Photo: David Loveridge

Another family photo shows him working for Coltsuand Symonds.
Brick and Tile makers at Highbridge.
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17154 Gunner Royal.Garrison.Artillery
Awarded British and Victory Medals.

Also awarded the “Long service with Good
Conduct” medal

Born 1877 eldest son of Joseph and Emma

COMER of Church House, Church St, East

Brent.

Brother of George COMER (below)

He married Charlotte Lucinda Robinson at S.Shoeliu&ep 1908.
His son Frederick Charles COMER was born 29 Jui&.19

A Regular soldier, he served a total of 22 and layears in the army.
First enlisting in 1893 aged 16 when he was placdgtie militia 'Reserve'
until 1896. In 1896 he was posted into the Royatillary. until
demobbed in 19109.

He was posted to Nova Scotia in 1897 for 4 yearsl fen to Jamaica
and St Helena from 1902 — 05. He then appearsve $erved in UK until
outbreak of WW1, when he was sent to France in 1B&4was wounded
and had a short period back in the UK in Militagshital at Liverpool in
1916. He was then posted back to France until lsed@enobbed in 1919.
His medical record shows he suffered several boluilthess etc. Such as
Scabies while in Nova Scotia. Malaria in Jamaioal916 he was treated
for Arthritis.

His Character throughout was recorded as “Very Good
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Served for a very short while in the CambridgesRiegiment later
transferred ASC and in April promoted to Capt"26C Training Res.
Battalion.



Awarded British and Victory
medals.

With the introduction of

conscription in 1916, recruits would
be posted to these Training
battalions for basic training, before
they were posted to an active service
unit.

No service records found

Born 1887, East Brent.

Son of local Riverboard surveyor and rate colled®obert and Rose
COMER who were living at 'Smithfield" South CommBast Brent in

1891.

In 1901 he was a boarder at Sexey's School at RlatkHis parents lived
at 'Bachelors Hall' in Rooksbridge.

In 1911 census he also was a River board surveybraie collector.

1918 Married Aline Robinson. of St Albans, Herts.

Western Daily
Press 18/07/1918

Later married a Millicent ?. In 1939 they
were living in 'Vine Cottage' East Brent
where he was a haulage contractor. with
their children James, Dorothy and Sam.
Frederick died 11 Dec 1961, East Brent.

(His son Ernest “Sam” COMER was killed
in Korea in 1952)
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117484 Driver. 648th Co. A.S.C.
Awarded British and Victory medals.

Born ¢1895, East Brent

Youngest son of Joseph and Emma COMER of Churctsé{ddhurch St,
East Brent.

Brother of Frank and Lot COMER.

An apprentice motor engineer.

In February 1914 he enrolled in the Royal Flyingrfidoas an aircraft
mechanic. In June 1915 he was "Discharged for Nidaot" from the
RFC.

He re-enlisted into the Army Service Corps at Greaek WSM 26 Aug
1915 age 20.

Joined the Expeditionary Force in France May 1916

Suffered a bout of Influenza Aug 1916.

Dec 1916 received 8 days Field punishment for Refu® obey an order
by an NCO. (See below)

In 1917 he was a lorry driver. His commanding @fiaoted. “Inclined to
be lazy, lacks energy”!

Was invalided back to UK for 2 months with Jaundisag 1917

Oct 1917 Transhipped to Dar-es-Salaam arrived N#iV7 1to serve with
the East Africa Force.

Hospitalised for 3 mths with Malaria. Mar- Jun 1918

30 Oct 1918 ‘Forfeited 3 days pay for “Non Comptiarto an order given
by a Senior Officer”!

Nov 1918 He suffered a further bout of Malaria VEhit Mozambique.
Eventually being transported to hospital in Porteim

On 15 Dec 1918 he embarked Port Amelia for trartefé&ngland.

On Christmas Day 1918 he went ‘Absent Without Leavefrom 9am
and until 11-15am on the 8 of Jan 1919. “338.25 hours”

For which he was given 7 Days Detention.

His Date of discharge is unknown?

George A COMER appears to have been quite a strafeyl character,
having been discharged from the RFC for Miscondatd also being
sentenced to ‘Field Punishment’ while at the front!

JJ



Field Punishment.

This was given in serious cases such as..

Striking or Disobeying a direct order from a Sueri

Officer.

It consisted of the convicted man being placed in

fetters and _handcuffsor similar restraints and

attached to a fixed object, such as a gun wheelbst,

for up to two hours per day.

During the early part of World War |, the punishrhen

was often applied with the arms stretched out doed t

legs tied together, giving rise to the nickname

“crucifixion". This was applied for up to three dagut

of four, up to 21 days total. It was usually apglia

field punishment camps set up for this purposeva rfgles behind the
front line, but when the unit was on the move itMde carried out by
the unit itself.

It has been alleged that this punishment was domst applied
unlawfully within range of enemy fire.

During World War | Field Punishment Number One vissued by the
British Army on 60210 occasions.

(Wikipedia)
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78981 Pte. Devonshire Reqgt.
168781 Pte. R.A.M.C.

Born 1900 son of Ernest and Elizabeth COMER ofetBrCottage"
Bristol Road, East Brent. His father was a saddlaglement agent in
East Brent. By 1911 the family had moved and wieiad at Peverall Nr.
Plymouth where his father was now listed as anrarsre Inspector.

When he enlisted into the Devonshire Regt. ageith I8ly 1918 he was a
Chemists apprentice.

Originally based at Plymouth he was soon postedaf@hort while to

Randalstown training base in Ireland. By the tinge Had finished his
training the Armistice had been signed.



On 6th April 1919 he embarked at Dover for Dunkink.July 1919 he
transferred to the Royal Army Medical Corps, segvim a Field
Ambulance unit with the Rhine army of occupation.

After his military
service, sailing
from Southampton
to Halifax Nova
Scotia on SS.
Arabic on 2nd
April 1927 he
emigrated to
Winnipeg.
Manitoba. Canada.
Where he died on
1st May 1964.

John's early training as a Chemist's apprenticedoabt helped him in his
Field Ambulance duties

The Occupation of the Rhinelandtook place following the armistice that
brought the fighting of World War | to a close oh Mlovember 1918. The
terms of the armistice included the immediate eation of German
troops from Belgium, France, and Luxembourg as a®lAlsace-Lorraine
within 15 days.

The occupying armies consisted of American, Belgixitish and French
forces. The British Army entered German territory  December 1918.
The British Army of the Rhine was established as dhcupying force in
March 1919. Based at Cologne. French forces coadinto occupy
German territory in the Rhineland till the end 680, (Wikipedia)
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184230 Gunner 2/75 Mountain Gun Battery. Royal
Field Artillery. (Signaller)

Awarded British and Victory medals.

Son of labourer Samuel COOK and Sarah. Ernest

was born Charlynch in 1885.

In 1901 he was a gardener boarding at Bridgwater.

He married Sophia Treslove Cranfield at Burnharh909

1911 census shows, Ernest, 27 living in East Bwetiit his wife Sophie,
26 and daughter Marjorie, 1. He was working asrdeyser at East Brent
vicarage.

They had six children. 4 daughters and a son. Ya&leMavis, Iris,
Raymond and Eryll? or Linda born 1917 while he wasactive duty and
Aubrey born 1920.

He enlisted as a gunner Dec. 1916 signing his #stties papers as Ernest
COOKE Giving his age as 31 and occupation as GfGanaener.

June 1917 he was posted to the Egyptian Expediflof@arce. Via
Alexandria.

By Sept 1918 He had been re-designated as a sgnsdirving in
Palestine.

He embarked for home from Port Said on 7/9/1918

He appears to have finally been de-mobbed in Mat91%Vith an
exemplary record. HMonest reliable and trustworthy and proved of
excellent service during the advance in Palestimgé Syrid



The 2.75" Mountain Gun was designed to be dismaralted carried by
mules in mountainous areas.

After his war service Ernest returned to the "Ggdtain Church Street
East Brent where in 1939 register he was recordedpacitated but
working with his son Raymond as a gardener.

He is believed to have died in 19427 at East Br&amdl. his wife Sophia in
1973.

$((;/ ?< +@
41440 L/Cpl Hampshire Regiment.
388926 L/Corp. 497 Royal Engineers.
Awarded British and Victory medals.

No other info or service records found

Born 1887 at Rooksbridge he was the son of farmkeroGeorge and
Mary COOK

In 1901 the family were living in Lake House LanasEBrent and George
was an apprentice carpenter.

In 1911 he was a farm labourer living at SplottrfraMark, with his wife
Ellen who he married in 1909 and 1 year old sonrGeo

By 1939 Henry was a stockman on a farm Nr Cheltenha

The 497th Royal Engineers were attached to the Battalion Kent
Regiment and saw service at Gallipoli, Egypt andhynaf the battles on
the Western Front.
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3/7742 Warrant Officer
Regimental Quartermaster
Sergeant.

6th Batt Somerset Light
Infantry. awarded DCM,
Victory, British and 15
Star medals.

Born in Shepton Mallet in 1884. Son of Solicitolsrk Arthur James and
Emma COOPER.



Arthur enrolled into the Army Schoolmasters Compgd904. 1907-1909
he saw service as an officer training military swheacher in India with
The Kings Liverpool Regt and the Royal Garrisonilkerty. While serving

in Nowgong in India he purchased his discharge @991 for £25.
While in India in 1908 he married his wife Annie avlcame from
Leamington Spa and a son Francis was born in 1999.910 he had left
the army and the family had returned to England emde living in

Cubbington Nr. Leamington Spa. where he was anstasdi teacher.
Teaching Handicrafts, Woodwork and Metalwork etc.

Moving from Leamington Spa he became the Head Masteat East

Brent C.E. school from 1912 - 1914, from where heolunteered for

his WW1 service.

In 1914 he was enrolled into the Somerset Lighanitrfy where he became
a Sergeant promoted to Warrant Officer 2nd Clagsehtered France in
May 1915 where in 1918 he earned his Distinguisbexdduct Medal.

He was demobbed into the Army Reserve in July 1919.

In 1939 he was a Woodwork teacher at Southam Washie with he
wife Annie who was an elementary school teacher sord Francis who
was an undergraduate at Birmingham University.

Arthur died in Birmingham aged 74 in 1958. His wifanie died on
Christmas Day 1949 at Leamington.

The Corps of Army Schoolmasters:

By the mid-nineteenth Century there was still a Ineinof recruits to the
army who could not read and write and only one irhiandred was

thought to be able to claim 'a superior degree dfi@ation'. Individual

regiments had made haphazard attempts to hire un&irs or conduct
courses. Much education was left to the discretibthe units NCOs. The
Corps of Army Schoolmasters was created to solsetliinconsistencies
in 1845. However, there was some resistance fromessenior officers
who believed that education might be bad for edanain that it might

encourage soldiers to feel confident to questiair thuperiors!

The corps was initially staffed by Warrant Officarsd senior NCOs who
could call upon civilian teachers from if it wasotight necessary. The
Council for Military Education took over respongityi for Army schools

and libraries which meant that in addition to teawhthe soldiers, they

#



might also be called upon to teach the childrenseifving soldiers. In
1920 became the Army Education Corps.

Extracted from: http://www.britishempire.co.uk
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24115 Pte. Wilts Regiment.

93693 Pte Labour Corps.

Awarded British and Victory medals.

Born East Brent 1890 son of farm worker Thomaslasulsa COX.

By 1901 the family had moved to Horsecastle Fariviadton and in 1911
Harry was a farmworker at Kenn Nr Yatton.

After he was demobbed he married a Gertrude HOLL®YN1891 in
Kenn, and who died WSM in 1968. They had a son iddiborn Sep
1920

In 1939 he was a wood machinist living in Yew T€&tage, Kenn.

He died in 1958 at Yeouvil.

He enlisted at Taunton in Nov 1915. and was padstédance on 7th May
1916.

He was transferred to the Labour Corps serving thighBEF in 1917. and
served in France until the end of the war. He wamabbed in Sep 1919.

1916 the Wilts Reg
took part in defence of
Vimy Ridge, also The
Battles of Albert,
Bazentin, Pozieres,
and the Battle of the
Ancre Heights. And in
1917 The Battles of
Messines, and Pilkem.
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019114 Pte. A.S.C. Mech. Transport.
Awarded 1915 Star, British and Victory medals

First served in France Dec. 1914
Demobilised into 'Z' Reserve April 1919.

Listed as: from East Brent. in the ‘Absent VotersstL of 1918.
(In 1939 there is a William J CROSS born 1887 aroaw, living at
'Rookery Cottage' Vole Road with wife Winifred Boti895.? And son
William J Born1922?

No other info or service records found
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QMS 235 "B" Squadron, North Somerset Yeomanry.

Awarded 1914 Mons Star and Clasp, British and Victoedals.

North Somerset Yeomanry was a Territorial unit fednin 1908. "B"
Squadron was based in Weston Super Mare.

Reg CURRY was born in 1888 the only son of Willisand Mary
CURRY.,

His father was the landlord of the Wellington Armas Rooksbridge.
Reg looked after a small herd of cows for his fathe

In February 1910 he signed on for 6 years as aateriin the North

Somerset Yeomanry. He did his preliminary trainatgBath and Frome
etc, and served at Home until the outbreak of Wear.Aug 5th 1914 the

day after war was declared his company was embantiedhe B.E.F. and

posted to France where as a trained soldier hequakly promoted to

Sergeant during the initial battle of Mons. By Qo 1915 he had been
promoted to Quartermaster Sergeant and went throughof the battles

of Ypres and also fought at Loos.

On 3rd March 1916 he was discharged as 'Time Served
Believing that his military service had ended hekton a farm with 17

milking cows and also took over the 24 acres andvés of his father who
was by now 71 years old.



Under the new Conscription act of 1916 he was keddbr service. In
Feb 1917 he appealed against the decision of tat fxbridge Tribunal,
who refused him exemption. They considered thaffdtiser could make
arrangements to cover his farm duties so that b&lgesume his military
duties. He took his appeal to the Bath Tribunalpwahowed it due to his
age , his previous service and his health was nassed as B1.

(B1. Only fit for garrison duties overseas and finoit line).

In 1917 he married Charlotte GAMLEN daughter of Mih and Sarah
GAMLEN of Chapel Farm East Brent.

in 1923 he was farming at Cedar Tree Farm BadgéwBsgt 1939 he was
a farmer living with his wife and four children afthe Oaks" Hewish.
Where he died aged 72 in 1960.
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17157 Duke of Cornwall Light Infantry
WW1 No. 647 RSM R.A.S.C.
Awarded 1915 Star, British and Victory medals.

Charles W DAUNTON was born in Axbridge

Workhouse 1871. He married an Ada ANSELL

at York in 1898. He was father of Charles DAUNT(below) of
Bellcombe East Brent and Elsie DAUNTON of The BuongaBristol Rd
Rooksbridge.

He enrolled as soldier No. 1777 at Devonport in 2feBat. Duke of

Cornwall Light Infantry in 1888 age 17. 1890 Traerséd to the Army

Service Corps as a driver. Aug 1890 he received gmmduct pay and
promoted to Lance Corporal.

In Oct 1891 he was awaiting trial for “Disobeyingaavful command and
striking a Superior officer’! He forfeited his Goddbnduct pay and was
demoted back to driver. Between 1893 and 1898 ga&imed and lost his
Lance corporal status several times!

He served most of his time in the UK apart fromeang in South Africa
during the Boer war 1899-1902. He was awarded TingKSouth Africa

Medal and clasps for service in Cape Colony, Orafgee State,

Johannesburg, Diamond Hill and Belfast.
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While in S Africa in May 1899 he was promoted tor@wal and in Sep
1899 he had become a Sergeant. While in Capetodfdf he appears to
have signed on for a further 9 years to completgezis service.

In Feb 1903 He was promoted to Company SergeartrMaj

He completed his 21 years service in June 19009.

At the outbreak of WW1 at the age of 44 he signpdagain or was
recalled as a driver in the Army Service Corps. tas almost
immediately promoted to C.S.M. (Possibly as arriregor due to his long
service and experience)? By 1915 he was with thmeé#ikionary force in
France and later in Italy where he earned the ®Britvar and Victory
medals and the 1914-15 Star.

He was demobilised at Woolwich Dockyard on 15 Fgbol

He died age 74 in 1945 at the home of his daudfitee at Rooksbridge.
His occupation at that time was General LabourdrAmy pensioner.

In 1944 just before he died he was in receipt péasion of £102-17s-5d.
per year.
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J/I17157 Signaller Royal Navy.

Born Folkstone Kent in 1896 Son of Charles Willi@AUNTON (above)
and Ada ANSELL. who in 1911 were living in Rookslye.

In 1911 he was a farm servant living at White Holiaan N Yeo working
for Harry ISGAR.

Aged 16 he enrolled in the navy In April 1912 aSignaller and did his
early training in at Davenport on the wooden tmagniship HMS
'Impregnable’. and the shore based boys trainingbkshments HMS
'‘Ganges' and 'Vivid'.

From July 1913 to Aug 1916 he

served as a signaller on the cruiser

HMS 'Suffolk’ hunting German

raiders in the Atlantic. While

aboard he appears to have served

“7 Days Cells"?

During WW1 he also served on HMS 'Victorious'.
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And from Sep 1917 to March 1919 on the mineswedp®tS 'Marigold'
right.

He left the navy and was transferred to the RoyalyNReserve in June
1921.

He married Beatrice HOUSE in 1923 in East Brent #mly had four
children. The family lived at "Bellcombe" Brent &#t until he died in
1981.

Until he retired, he worked for a number of yeassadoreman for South
Western Electricity Co.
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391 Wessex Div Royal Engineers
No medal record found.

Born East Brent Circa 1892 Son of Edward and MxA&y/1S.

By 1901 the family had moved to Drove Rd Westoresupare.

When he enrolled in the Royal Engineers in 1909dna@ly were living at
34 Exeter Rd. WSM and was a 17 year old apprehticese painter.

In 1939 he was a house decorator living in Lonséadad Weston Super
Mare with his wife Amelia. He died in Weston in ¥95

He signed up as a regular soldier in 1909 for fears. His record shows
him as being discharged in June 1913.

It is believed he was recalled or re-enlisted tvesen WW1?

No service record found.
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12266 Gunner 77th Brigade Royal Field Artillery.
Awarded British and Victory medals.

The 77th Howitzer Brigade went to France in 1918 saw action at the
Somme.

Born in East Brent 1880 Son of John and Mary DIN\WND of Harts
Row Bristol Road. East Brent.

On enrollment as a 34 year old volunteer in Aug4l8tMerthyr S Wales,
he was a coal miner in Aberfan.



In August 1917 he married widow Edith BALDWIN at W&sworth in
London.

After demob in 1919 he lived at various addressa§andsworth until at
least 1946.
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201980 Pte. 1/4Som. Light. Infantry.
Awarded British and Victory medals

Believed to be the son of Emily DUDLEY of Mark? Bot893?

He married Matilda PALMER in 1914. just before lpiposted to India
and gave his home address as: Rooksbridge.

In 1939 William was living with his wife Matilda ahurchill Green and
was caretaker at Churchill Methodist School.

1/4th Battalion August 1914 : Part of South-Western Brigade, Wessex
Division. 9 October 1914 : sailed from Southamptanding at Bombay 9
November 1914.

23 February 1916 : landed at Basra in 37th Indiaigagle, 3rd Indian
Division. Remained in Mesopotamia throughout tlae.w

Was placed in 'Z' Reserve on demob in May 1919.

No other service records found
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59910 Pte. 1/8R. Welsh Fusiliers
Awarded British and Victory Medals

Born East Brent 18 Feb 1893. Son of John & Martha

DUNSTON

Walter 18 and his brother Reginald 28 appear insiel

1911 census at Ogmoor Vale Glamorgan. as Collievykers. living at
the home of Thomas Morgan.

In 1939 Walter was lodging with Bill and Martha BRBICK at Farm
Cottage Bristol Road, Rooksbridge and worked fomyngears at the
Cheddar Valley Dairy in Rooksbridge.

Died 1974, Weston super Mare district.
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1/5th Welsh Reg. sailed from Devonport on 19 Jut S for Gallipoli,
going via Imbros and disembarking Suvla Bay on gusi 1915.
December 1915 ; evacuated from Gallipoli and maeedgypit.

No other service records found
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158588 Sgt. Att. 52 Queens Holt?

No medal record found.

Possibly attached to a Canadian Regiment?

Born 1887 in Rooksbridge, 1911 census shows

Frederick Durston, 24. Farm labourer living with

his parents Charles and Lydia (nee Millard)

DURSTON at ‘Hawkers Cottage’ Bristol Road

Rooksbridge.

In 1913 he married Anna WALL and they had a

son Charles born 1920.

He later lived with his daughter in the cottagest there on the site of the
old Parish 'Poor House' which were demolished aplaced by the
Council Houses at what is now 'Watersmeet ClosRdaksbridge.

It is said that he always suffered ill health afiexrs discharged without a
pension when he was wounded in the head and nel@ide to serve.

In the 1939 register he is recorded as "Invalidihly with his wife and
son Charles at No 1 Council Houses, Rooksbridgember of the local
British Legion.

No service records found

By 1911 his brother John DURSTON had emigrated aaada where he
served as a private in Canadian Infantry, 7th'BgBritish Colombia
Reg) was a casualty in France in 1917. and is canoreted on the East
Brent war memorialHelen Batt
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15335 L/Cpl Army Veterinary Corps

436336 L/Cpl Agricultural Coy, Labour Corps

No Medal Record Found

Born 1875 Son of William and Ellen DURSTON of Lynasn.
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When conscripted aged 41 in March 1916 he wasdiainPoplar Cottage,
Edingworth. with his wife Elizabeth nee BANWELL whee married in
1899 and their eight young children.

On his discharge in Feb 1919 the family address 8vd&danor Villas,
Bleadon. Where in 1939 he was working on a daimnfa
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14723 Pte. Somerset Light Infantry

375252 L/Cpl. Labour Corps

Awarded 1915 Star, British and Victory medals.

Born East Brent 1886. Son of builder George ané IRYER of Turnpike
Road East Brent. Married Lucy 1909. Their 3 claidwere. Ernest, Betty
and Lily.

C 1911 he was a labourer for the Rural District @olu They were living
at Yarrow Lane Mark. Som.

Enrolled Weston S Mare Sep 1914.

later transferred to Devonshire Reg. 449 Co'y LalGarps.

Went to France Sep 1915. Was wounded in the Bagkim on 26th Sep
1915 and returned to hospital in England.

Returned to France June 1916. In Sept 1916 whghktifig at 'Vimy

Ridge' he was returned and hospitalised at Plymfmutb weeks suffering
with Nephritis, (Blood in urine) attributed to "Eagpure”.

He was discharged from service in Mar 1919 with %0Disablement
pension of £3-9s-6d. P/week. His pension ended Wwithdeath from
tuberculosis aged 36 in May 1921.

In 1939 his widow Lucy lived in the council housssMark where she
died in 1965 aged 77.

‘0. C
British Merchant Navy,
Born East Brent 1874. From: First World War Merdhidavy Medal
Cards 1914-1925 ?
Parents uknown?
No other records foursd
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2nd Lieutenant Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry.
Awarded British and Victory medals.

Entered France July 1918.

When awarded his British and Victory medals in Jan

1925 Gave his forwarding address as: 1, Rue dedaclie. Ypres.
Belgium.?

Born East Brent 1875 son of John and Fanny EMERYuwhpike Road.
1901 believed to be landlord of Knoll Inn. East @re

In 1911 census he is a Commercial traveller.

He married Elizabeth Wright from Loxton. in 1895
They had three children Winifred 1895, Joy 1898, 1803.
He died 23rd April 1933.
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21510 Pte Devonshire Regiment
29396 Pte Royal Berkshire Regiment
Born Rooksbridge 1890.
Son of George and Hannah EMERY of
Rooksbridge.
1910 Alfred James EMERY, 20, married Nellie
BINNING of Badgworth
On enlistment in 1916 he was a farm labourer.
residing at Ashton House, Ashton near Wedmore,
Somerset
With wife — Nellie, and sons Alfred and Ernest asi@ughter Ruth, 9
months.

Brother of Edward EMERY who died as a prisoner af i 1816.
His brother George EMERY also served.

Registered Dec 1915 originally on 'Reserve withlexonshire Reg.
Attached to the Royal Lancs 3rd Battalion April 691

Transferred to the Royal Berkshire Regt on mohitisaJuly 1916
Appears to have been discharged at Catterick Ad§ £3:
‘Medically Unfit' "Not likely to become an efficiesoldier"?
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285045 Pte. 30Gloucester
Regiment

Awarded British and Victory
medals.

Born in East Brent in 1873. Son of
John and Fanny EMERY Of
‘Brent Wood’ East Brent. He
married to Agnes FOSTER in
1896 and they had 7 children.

In 1901 he appears to have been an Inn Keeper ifegéo Street,
Burnham on Sea

In 1939 he was a retired 'Cooper' living at 'Breyte/ East Brent.

He was wounded in France and convalesced in Asheoibuse
Emergency Hospital. WSM.

He later returned to farming at Jarvis Lane EastnBrWith his sons
Ernest and Reginald.

His other son, Louis “Dick” EMERY, seen here censerved as a Lance
Corporal in WW2 as a paratrooper landing behindrgnknes on D-Day.
(see Weston Mercury Sept 1944)

Photo: Ernest, Agnes and son Louis. Courtesy ofa S&ew.
No Service records found.
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148719 Gunner. Royal Field
Artillery
Awarded British and Victory
medal.
No service records found

Born 1892 at Rooksbridge.



One of three serving sons of George and Hannah BEMER
Rooksbridge. The family lived in the tiny 'Missidtouse' next to the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd in Gills Lane Rooksjarid

Brother of Alfred EMERY (above) and

Edward EMERY who died as a prisoner of war in 1816.

The 1911 census gives his name as George DurstoBREYM He is
boarding at the Brent Knoll Inn and working as anfen.

During WW2 he worked for his brother Charles at @leeddar Valley
Dairy in Rooksbridge.

After his first wife Beatrice died in 1943 He madi Florence CROOK
landlady of the Wellington Arms at Rooksbridge.

He died on 26 October 1957 at Burnham on Sea labspit the time of
his death his address was The Wellington Arms, Rbon#ge. which his
son George and daughter-in-law Dorcas later to@k as Landlord.
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Born 14 Aug 1899 in East Brent
Son of William and Hannah FIELD
In 1911 the family were living ir
Church Street East Brent
Sometime after his service |
migrated to Queensland Austral
where he died in 1934.

He first signed on as a boy rating i

Aug 1915 at the age of 16.

training at HMS ‘'Impregnable’ at

Devonport. He appears to have

served as a Boy grade 1 in the

Mediterranean aboard HMS 'Lord

Nelson' (above) between June 1916

and Sep 1917.

In 1917 he signed on again as an Ordinary Seamdi?fgears.



He served on the ‘Satyr’ and saw action as comesmprt and patrol duty
in the North Sea and Atlantic, on 17 July 1917, sihet down a Zeppelin
and later that year sank an armed German trawlee. \#as sold for
breaking up in 1926atyrwas an R class destroyer, launched in 1916.

In Jan 1920 he appears to have transferred to tyalFRAustralian Navy,
while serving aboard the destroyers 'Swordsmanzad&' and 'Tasmania'
etc. These Royal Navy ships were gifted by the ralisih Royal Navy
after the war.

He served with these ships until Jan 1925 when hs demobbed at
Sydney Australia After which he settled in Austaali
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21200 Gunner 8th S. Batt. Royal Atrtillery.
Awarded 1914 Star, British and Victory medals.

Born 10 Feb 1884 at East Brent.

Son of shoe maker James and Mary Jane FISHER eoit Bit, East Brent.
InN1939 he was a transport worker at the docks amaglin Barry, S.
Wales with his wife Eva and 26 yr old married daeghDoris
GREENWOOD.

Enlisted as a gunner in Royal Garrison Artilleryl®04

He served for 2.5 years in Gibraltar from 1905-07

Next 7 years were served in England.

He was posted with the British Expeditionary Fotae-rance from Oct
1914-19. Frederick would have served in the eaalylds at the outbreak
of WW1

After the armistice he was on reserve and in 1949vhs working as a
labourer for the Abergavenny Water Works.

He then re-enlisted and took a one year bountyrjgithe Royal Fusiliers.
In Feb 1920 He embarked for Calais.

By the following June he was at Poperinghe in Betgiwhere he spent
the next two months before returning to the UK.alinbeing demobbed
in 1920 at Brecon. Where he gives his permanenteaddas c/o Mr G
Morgan, Cross Keys, Abergavenny.



During early service and his time in Gibraltar Feedk appears to have
had several instances of disobeying orders, beingkdand absent from
Roll Call etc.!

For example: 19 Feb 1906. 1 “Urinating his beddjry™Breaking out of
Barracks while a prisoner and returning at 10-403m"Being deficient
in personal clothing. Fined 5/-. 14 days loss of [@ad confined to
Barracks for 14 days. Similar offences and sentehe@pened a number
of times which indicates Frederick may have hadrkdroblem?

In 1916 While serving in France he was treatedi&afness brought on by
shell shock. He committed more offences such aske&nness and absent
from Roll Call etc. For which he received 7 day#l& Punishment No2”
Frederick appears to have signed up as a regulaercaoldier. However,
he may have been affected the trauma’s of war?
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13479 Pte. Irish Guards
668634 Labour Corps.

Born 1894 son of farmer

Henry and Kate FROST of

North Yeo Farm Edingworth.

He was placed on the reserve

of the Irish Guards in Dec

1915 and was later mobilised

in June 1918. After his

father's appeal for his

exemption as a farmers son,

was refused.

Due to ill health he was transferred to the Lal®arps

of the 626th Agricultural Co at Taunton in Novemi©&d 8.
Not having served abroad in a theatre of war he masawarded any
service medals.

He married a Mary DURSTON of Bleadon in 1918.
In 1939 he was running the family farm at North Mewh his wife and
daughter Ruth, who later served in the Women's LAsmay during WW2.



He died in 1985 aged 91 and is buried in St Mahygachyard East Brent.
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218058 Royal Navy.

George FRY was a labourer born in East Brent ineDdaer 1887. Son of
farm labourer Edwin and Fanny FRY of White house|&dingworth

He Joined the Royal Navy as a junior rating in 19064 12 years.
Progressed through the ranks to Able Seaman. Hennthg reserve until
May 1914 when he was re-mobilised and served throuigthe war until
being demobbed in Feb 19109.

Can find no records of him or his family after desmobilisation

/**k<'

609Gunner I Somerset Royal Horse Atrtillery

620299. Territorial Force Re-numbered in 1917.

Awarded British and Victory medals.

No service records found

Born ¢ 1892 Wedmore. Son of farm worker George Eimh GILLHAM
who moved to Rooksbridge in 1897.

1911-16 he was a farm worker living in Rooksbridge.

In 1939 he was a Grave digger living in Cardiff wivife Florence who
he married at Taunton in 1920.

Died 24 May 1963, Whitchurch, Cardiff

Ernest's low early service number indicates thawaes possibly part of
the West Somerset Yeomanry or local Territoriat.urdist. S.R.H.A. was
originally a Territorial Unit raised from the old olunteer Somerset
Yeomanry which was intended for Home Defence. UStl6 members
were not obliged to serve overseas but could agoedo so. The 1st
S.R.H.A. served in the middle East from 1916.
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77346 Driver. Royal. Engineers.
Awarded British and Victory medals.
Entered the war in France May 1916.
No service records found
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Born 1895 at Huntspill . Son of George and Susae GANDIFORD)
GRANT,

1911 he was boarding with Joseph and

Emma Sandiford at Rooksbridge.

Brother of Alfred GRANT who died in

France Dec. 1917.

And also William J Grant 28199 Pte Royal
Lancs Reg.Clifford J GRANT 77345 also

Driver Royal engineers. Was possibly a
cousin?

Joe married Nellie HAM in 1919. They had

daughters Kathy and Mary.

Died 7 October 1957 at The Rosary,
Rooksbridge, East Brent.
Joe was a member of the East Brent and
District branch of the British Legion. And
Mr John Emery the branch standard bearer
attended his funeral.
He was also a keen skittles player and part of
the Wellington Wanderers skittle team.

After his military service, It is believed he
completed nearly 50 years working at the
Cheddar Valley Rooksbridge Dairy.

(Melanie Body)
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M2/167584 Pte. Mech. Army Service Corps.

Listed home address: from Rooksbridge in the ‘AbSé&aters List’ of
1918.

A James Sturgess GROVES was born in Kingston-upamés in 18867
A James S GROVES married a Sarah PHILLIPS of Rodkshbin 19177
A James S GROVES died in Weston super mare Régn 8397

No medal or service records found
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14884 Pte 8th Batt
Gloucesters.

Awarded 14-15 Star and
British and Victory
medals.

Born 1895 at Loxton Som.

Son of William HAM and Sarah HIGGS who farmed fostaort while at
Mill Batch Farm East Brent before moving to Bow fRaktoxton to take
on the farm from Sarah's parents when her fatteed.

At 15 in 1911 he was working on his fathers farnbatton with his two
sisters Florence and Maud and with his older broeorge Benjamin.
(below) who later joined the Somerset Light Infgntr

One of the early volunteers he enrolled on 15th $@p4 serving in
England until early November 1915. He was thenqub$d France with
the BEF where he remained until his demob in Jd®19

The 8th Battalion were involved in many of the mnapattles on the
Western Front. : 1915 Loos, 1916 The Somme, 1917ssMes,
Passchendaele and Ypres etc. and in late 191&dhkepiart in the final
advance into Picardy.
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1663 Sgt. Prince Of Wales. C6' Welsh Guards.
Awarded 1915 Star, British and Victory medals.
Awarded the D.C.M.

Born in Rooksbridgel1894 Eldest son of farm workerofge and Mary
HAM. living in Factory Lane Rooksbridge, and bratleg Roland HAM
who also served. (Below)

On leaving school he worked for Farmer Wililam BRK® at
Rooksbridge.

After his war service he is believed to have mdriga STEVENS at
Axbridge in 1922.

In 1939 He was a Dairy Farmer living with his witla and 5 year old son
John at Horton, Nr Sodbury, Glos.
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He entered France Nov 1915. And was awarded the RGM Military
medals for gallantry while in the trenches. TheBattalion Welsh Guards
spent the duration of the war on the Western FrAstfront line troops
they were involved in the ongoing battles of Ypaesl the Somme etc.

No other service record found
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13488 Pte Irish Guards.

Born 1895 son of farmer Frederick and Martha HAMY@iw Tree Farm
East Brent and worked on his fathers farm.

He first registered at Weston super Mare in Deb184 a Special Reserve
recruit where he was assigned on reserve to thie Guards. In June 1918
he was called for service when every available mvas needed to repel
the final 'Spring Offensive' by the enemy.

His father had applied for exemption of militaryngee on grounds that
his eldest son was needed on the farm. And thetliatthe already had
three sons serving, Walter, Jesse and Sidney. gtilscation was denied.
Francis did not serve overseas and no medals weavardad.
in March 1918 he married Alice May DIBBLE. In 198%ancis and Alice
were farming at Sand Point Farm Sand Bay Nr. Westiper Mare.

He died in Feb 1960 and is buried in St Marys Chyacd East Brent.

At one time he was Head of the East Brent Bellrisige
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Capt. 8 Som. Light Infantry
Awarded British and Victory medals.

Born 11 June 1889
Parents Jeffrey and Emily HAM nee BINNING

Served in France 1916-18. He or his family

applied for the '1915 Star' medal but was

unsuccessful because he did not actually entehdedre of war in France
until 4th Jan 1916!

On his medal application in 1919 gives his add@ss/ictoria House,
Brent Knoll.

He was discharged early as Physically unfit so al@gble for the Silver

War Badge.

The badge was awarded to all of those military penel who had served
at home or overseas during the war, and who hadnbleenorably

discharged from the army under King’s Regulatidieaning the soldier
had been released on account of being wounded aomarently

physically unfit but had served his country.

"After serving in France, he returned to England,riarried Fanny Grace
HARRIS in Bristol in 1926. | don't know what profsn he was in, but

before the war, in the 1911 census, he was antassderk in the civil

service working in London. In 1939 he was a cieah&ant and until his

death he was living at 16a, Hanbury Road, Clif@mstol. He died 6 May

1956, in Bristol, age 66". (Sara Kew)

His brother Sidney also fought in WWI, but wasédllin action in France
1915, age 18.
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20592 6th Somerset Light Infantry.
Awarded British and Victory medals.

No service record found

Born 1893 at Loxton Som.

Son of Willam HAM and Sarah HIGGS who

farmed for a short while at Mill Batch Farm East

Brent before moving to Bow Farm Loxton to take

on the farm from Sarah's parents when her father

retired.

Eldest son of 11 children. His younger brother Allfabove) was one of
the early volunteers, joining the Gloucesters ipt3914.

At sometime after his service in WW1 the family radvto a farm near
the old East Brent Post Office?

George Benjamin married Kate BODY in 1924.

In 1931 he began farming at Elms

Farm, Rooksbridge.

He died in 1968.

His son Michael and grandson

David still farm at EIms Farm.

His grandson Christopher HAM is

a Lieutenant-Colonel in the Royal

Veterinary Corps.

George enrolled Dec 1915. He was
posted to the 6th Battalion S.L.I.
who were serving in France. On
25th Mar 1918 while serving with
"B" Company he was taken
prisoner during the Battle at St
Quentin after being wounded in the
arm and suffering a head injury
causing him to lose an eye. He was
held at Limburg POW camp on the
border of Netherland and Germany.



He was later transferred to POW camp at Giess@eimnany.
He was finally released and discharged from semic29th April 1919.

Throughout the war the 6th Battalion was under oanbf the 14th
(Light) Division which was an infantry division, @rof the Kitchener's
Army divisions raised from volunteers by Lord Kénkr during the First
World War. All of its infantry regiments were ongily of the fast
marching rifle or light infantry regiments, hendeettitle "Light".

The 6th went to France in May 1915 and served enWestern Front
throughout the war. They took part in The ActiorHobge, in which the
Division became the first to be attacked by flammtlers, and The
Second Attack on Bellewaarde. In 1916 they foughtedville Wood and
Flers-Courcelette in the Battles of the Somme. Qul{ 1916 at 7.30 am
fourteen British Divisions, including the 1st bditta, began the attack.
After a week long bombardment, the German linegwardly damaged,
and thousands of infantry were mown down by maclgna fire.
On July 1st the first day of the Battle of the Sen#é officers and 478
men of the % battalion S.L.I. were killed, missing or wound@the 6th,
7th and 8th battalions also became embroiled inBh#les of the Somme
during the summer. This went down as one of th& disastrous battles
in military history. The first day of the Battldyly 1 1916, was also the
bloodiest,

Of Britain's first-day casualties, a staggering 240 died

In 1917 They were involved when the Germans reiteato the
Hindenburg Line, also the Arras Offensive and thed Battle of Ypres.

In 1918 they suffered heavily in The Battle of Suéntin Where George
HAM was taken prisoner. Also taken prisoner was Atb TAYLOR Pte.
MGC. (below)

Due to the heavy casualties the Division was wilkdr to the rear and on
the 14th of April 1918 they returned to France ba fst of August 1918,
landing at Boulogne, as part of 49th Brigade 16tisk) Division and
joined Second Army. They were in action in the FiAdvance in
Flanders.
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4553 Pte 2/8 Gloucester's

Awarded British and Victory medals.
Son of Frederick John and Martha HAM
Brother of Sydney Robert HAM

Born 1898 He married Dorothy Ellen
WATKINS in 1924.

At the outbreak of war Jesse HAM was in the
Territorial Reserve. After his war service he
returned to be a dairy farmer at 'The Laurels'
East Brent where he died 3 June 1965 .

2/6th Battalion Gloucester's was formed from a feral unit at St
Michael's Hill, Bristol in September 1914 as a hos®rvice ("second
line") unit.

But in January 1915 : came under command of 2nduCdster &
Worcester Brigade, 2nd South Midland Division, abrtdampton.
Landed in France on 24 May 1916.

August 1915 : formation became 183rd Brigade, 6@&td South
Midland) Division.

20 February 1918 : disbanded in France

No Service records found

<. 1

86184 Gunner. Royal Atrtillery.

T329854 Dvr. A.S.C.

Awarded 1915 Star, British and Victory medals.

Born Rooksbridge 1896.
Parents George and Mary HAM. His wife was Dorothyos®&
SANDFORD. Who he married in 1926.

Drafted ‘For Duration of the War’ age 19 on 1 F&i3 and posted to the
British Expeditionary Force (France) Oct 1915 wikie Indian Cavalry
Div. In 1916 he was with the ‘N’ Battery of Roydbrse Atrtillery.



July 1916. “Slightly Wounded, remained on duty”

Dec 1917. Granted Good Conduct Badge.

Aug 1918. Given 7 days Confined to Barracks fof tiikating an army
horse."

Demobilised. Jun 1919.

After the war he lived at Riverside, Gills Lane

Rooksbridge from where he ran his cattle haulage

business. Where he died in 1971.

The good conduct badge was an inverted chevron,
worn on the lower left sleeve. It was awarded for
a number of years good service. One chevron was
for at least a couple of years trouble free service
Or as some soldiers regarded it... for 'undetected
crime'!

<, 2+ +':
175130 Royal Air Force
British and Victory medals.

Born 1899. Parents Frederick and Martha HAM of YeEwe Farm East
Brent
Brother of Jesse HAM (Above)

In 1922 he married Dorothy SAY daughter of Henrgl &arah SAY of
"Elm Tree Farm" Factory Lane Rooksbridge. now "Beé@awns" He

farmed at 'EIm Tree' Farm until his death in 19®6rothy was a Red
Cross volunteer throughout the war. Their daugkteda taught music
and was organist at St Marys Church.

At the age of 18 he enlisted as a trainee pild¥lay 1918 into the then
Royal Air Force, newly formed from the Army Roydlirg Corps and
the Royal Naval Air Service.

He appears to have had a very short career asta Qilalifying in Sept.
1918 as a commissioned pilot? Finally being disgbdrin Sep 1019.
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41874 Pte. 12th and 13th Bn. Middlesex Reg.
4946 12th Lancers.

32462 Pte. 14th Bn. Royal Warwickshire Regiment.
Awarded British and Victory medals.

Born East Brent 1897 son of Frederick John HAM Mualtha DAY of
Yew Tree Farm East Brent.

His wife. Dorothy Florence (Molly) and they haddaughter Sheila
Audrey (JJ)

He was brother of Jesse and Sydney HAM (above).

In 1939, he was living with his wife at ' The Woaakds' in East Brent
where he ran a farm egg collection and wholesal®a faroduce business
in East Brent, and paid the local children for klaerries which he sold to
Robertsons Jam factory in Bristol. During the 2ndr\ war he was a
Special Constable.

Died East Brent 1971

Originally enrolled WSM into 12th Middlesex Reg.

Transferred to12th Lancers Dec 1915

Compulsory Transferred to the Warwickshire Reg. Dublin and
promoted to L/Cpl.

Posted France with BEF Jan 1916.

Was wounded by 'Shell Gas Attack' May 1918.

Spent 9 months in hospital suffering the affectsgat before being
discharged in Feb 1919.

On his enrolment he stated that he had previousiyesl 3 months in the
Navy. Having signed on for 12 years in the Navyl®i3 his father
purchased his release from the navy for £10 in IA®L5. However he
was soon recalled into the army.

14th Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment(Birmingham Pals) was
raised in Birmingham in September 1914 and took pammany of the
major battles on the Western Front. They landeBa@ilogne France. on
the 21st of November 1915. On the 28th Decembés ity transferred
to 13th Brigade, 5th Division and In March 1916 ®ilvision took over a



section of front line between St Laurent Blangy #va southern edge of
Vimy Ridge, near Arras. They saw action at The Smrmamd were in
action at, High Wood, The Battle of Guillemont, TBattle of Flers-
Courcelette, The Battle of Morval and The BattleLef Transloy. From
October 1916 until March 1917 they remained in BEbsttand until
March when they moved in preparation for the Batitd Arras. On 7
September 1917 the 5th Division moved out of tleefbr a period of rest
before, being sent to Flanders where they werectioa during the Third
Battle of Ypres. 5th Division was sent to Italy aodk up positions in the
line along the River Piave in late January 1918eVwere recalled to
France to assist with resisting the German advaimci&ate March 1918
and were in action during the Battles of the Lys. tBe 14th of August
1918 the 5th Division was withdrawn for two weeg&str Then moved to
The Somme where they were more or less in contsnaotion over the
old battlegrounds until late October 1918. They smtion in the Battles
of the Hindenburg Line and the Final Advance inaffaty.

<. . E< +C
Somerset Light Infantry

Born 1876 Weare

Married Martha Ann CHURCHES

Worked on a farm at Stone Allerton.

Had seven children.

Died 193%Note: This soldier is from Allerton)?At the
time of his service he did not live in East Brent b
some of his children later settled here.
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T362649 Pte, Royal Army Service Corps.
Awarded British and Victory medals.
Enlisted March 1916

Discharged Feb 1919.

No Service records found.

Born 1887 his parents were harness maker Henry HA&Qd Matilda.
In 1911 Ernest was also a harness maker alondh&dather.
1918 Absent voters list, gives address as ‘Prodiease’ East Brent.



He married an Elsie DURSTON on 1936.
In 1939 he was a harness maker living with his \Eifge in Stoddens
Road Burnham on sea, where he died in 1972.

<. $<'1 +
44695 Pte. Royal Berkshire Reg.
Awarded British and Victory medals.

One of 10 children of George HATCHER
(Butcher in Brent Knoll) Percy James HATCHER
was born on 12 October 1898 in Brent Knoll.
Som..

Married Alice EMERY of Rooksbridge in 1924.
During WW2 he was a local Air Raid Warden.

They lived most of their married life in Brent

Knoll

Percy died on 17 June 1978 at the age of 79 inl&umon sea (Hospital).
About 1924 he was a Butcher. Between 1934 and h@6@%as a dairy
worker in Cheddar Valley Dairy. Factory Lane. Rdwkdge. SOM

No WWI records found

Last but one in a family of ten brothers and sst€n leaving school
Percy helped for a couple of years in the pork lbertg business of his late
father. However, being very fond of horses, he & district to go to
Cromhall, a village in Gloucestershire, and for exipd of three years
looked after the hunters belonging to a family ¢hétis father had by that
time retired from the butchery and, the brother viagol been running it
having been called up to join the Army, Percy netar home to manage
the business. Besides doing the buying, the slauglgtand the selling in
the shop, he drove a horse-and-trap to deliver ustoters in the
surrounding countryside. It was not long, thouglfiolee he himself was
conscripted into the Army, and in October 1916 Wiaolled in the Royal
Berkshire Regiment.

After a short period of training he was posted tan€e and took part in
the fierce engagements that followedtiat country and irBelgium. In
June 1918, during the fighting near Albert, he wasinded in the groin
by a hand grenade and had to spend eight monthssipital in England



until February 1919, when he was demobilised, Pdh®n ranthe
butchery business for seven years in partnership s brother. Hehen
took a variety of jobs around his district unti, March 1934, he joined
the Cheddar Valley Dairy Co to work in the Cheesam.

Besides this work, he helped in various departmastsccasion required,
and then divided his time between milk receptiod seglief boiler man. In
1954 Percy was given charge of the Boiler house indwo Cornish
boilers,

Mr. and Mrs. Hatcher (she was a sister of the Mtnager of the
Creamery, Mr. Charlie Emery) had three childrehpsrried: a son, who
lives in Canada, and two daughters: and each of them hashimren.
Percy was an active committee member of the Bremllkbranch of the
British Legion. He used to play a lot of skittl@gth considerable success;
and he and Mrs. Hatcher did much ballroom dancing.

M Fear WSM

< *%
110705 Cdt. R.A.F. corps
No medal or service records found.

Born 1899 Son of dairyman and Cheesemaker ThomedsEdirabeth
HILL Believed to be of 'Southview Farm' East BreBibther of George
and Harold HILL. After his WW1 service may have be®e an Estate
Agent in Exeter?

The Absent voters list of 1918 lists Bert HILL asadet in the RAF.

RAF was founded on 1 April 1918 when Bert was 1%rgeold?
His RAF service record shows him as an HonorarghElLt when he left
the service 19 April 1019.?
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7547 Pte/ Acting Corporal®Som. Light Infantry
Awarded 1915 Star, British and Victory medals

Born in Lympsham in 1879 eldest son of Mason/Builteemes and Clara
HOBBS. In 1901 he was a mason living with his ptgan Boat Lane
Lympsham. In 1902 He married Eliza FRY who was harkast Brent in
1880. and they had a son William in 1904. And inll1%he was a
bricklayer living with his wife Eliza and son W#m in Burton Row East

#



Brent. By 1939 he was a bricklayer living in Geofjeeet, Weston Super
Mare. He died in Weston 19597

In March 1898 he enlisted at Taunton into 1st B#ie Coldstream

Guards. He appears to have suffered an injurystdv&ind which made him
unfit for service and was discharged in January9189

However he was either recalled from reserve orntered in service in

August of 1914 at the declaration of WW1 as an WgitCorporal In the

Somerset Light Infantry entering France in Dec 19d#ere he served
until his release in May 1919. No other WWI recfdund.
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29381 Gunner 23rd Brig. Royal Field Artillery
Awarded 1914 Mons star, British and Victory medals.

Born in 1882 second son of farm worker Levi and kN HOOPER of
Compton Bishop. where lived with his seven brotharsd sisters.
In 1901 he was a farm worker at 'Court farm' LoxfimnHenry DIBBLE.
William married Louisa LEE daughter of William LEd# Rooksbridge in
February 1906.

William and Hannah had two children Edith 1909 &ndncis 1910 when
the family were living in Pewsey Wiltshire.

He volunteered into the Royal Field Artillery frodec 1902 and
continued until demobbed on reserve in dev 1906 was granted a
'‘Good Conduct Badge' in 1904 and promoted to Bodwear
Re mobilised on the day war was declared on 4thuau@914 into 23rd
Brigade of the R.F.A. with the original BEF and kggart in the defence
of Mons in Belgium and served on the western fitbnbughout the war
until demobbed in March 1920. Serving a total @t javer 17 years with
the colours.

His older brother Frank HOOPER served in the 16Gihders during the
Boer war and WWL1. Frank married and became sub¥astér in Loxton.
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86339 Dvr/Gunner Royal Field Artillery
1040240 Royal Atrtillery

Registered into the reserve in Feb 1915. Served in
France from 1915 throughout the war.

Awarded 1914-15 Star and Victory and British
medals.

No service records found

Born 1893 Son of Charles and Alice HUETT

He was a Dairy man living in Smithfield Farm Easeit.
After his war service, he married Mary Louisa SLADEL921
They had four children. Albert, Robert, Alma andhé&it

He died 1963 at Burnham Hospital at the age of 70

He was a Sidesman at St Marys Church for many yaagsa founder
member and Vice-president of the East Brent Britiggion. At his

funeral the members of the British Legion forme@ward of Honour and
were the bearers of his coffin.

(Melanie Body)
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231536 Pt.2/1 Dorset Yeomanry

534284 Pte. 449 Agr. Co. Labour Corps?.

No medal records. Served in England and Ireland.

Born 1886. Son of farmer Thomas and Rose HUETT ahdt House
Farm, Edingworth. Som. (A keen horseman who rodehtninds).
Conscripted at the age of 30 at Taunton April 19ihfo the Dorset
Yeomanry Cavalry unit Att. Somerset Light Infantry.

He went AWOL over 1918 New Year for a day. For whioce was
sentenced to 3 days confined to Barrracks andifed@a days pay!

He was transferred to the 449 Agricultural Comphakour Corps and in
March 1918 which was based at Taunton.



During the German final 'Spring Offensive' in 19ib8order to release

younger men for overseas duty Agricultural companiere sometimes
formed from older conscripts or soldiers no londigrenough for front

line combat duties

Demobilised Feb 1919.

He was living in '"York House
Farm' Edingworth when he died In
1925 as the result of a motorcycle
accident at East Brent crossroads.

Western Daily Press April 16, 1925

>55" 2/
27548 Pte. 1/6 N. Staffs

Born ¢1883, Abington Berkshire. Son of farm
worker John JEFFERIES, who was born ¢ 1857
at Allerton, George and his older sister Rose
were born in Berkshire where his father was worlasg cowman.

1901 Census George was working for farmer WalterCBHETT, as a
farm labourer at Church Farm, East Brent. Also wagkthere was his
sister Rose Jefferies, servant, 20, single. Alsa Bdington.

The 1891 census shows George and Rose living ino@aBurtle, with
their mother Eliza Jane (born Mark) and stepfaffieomas CLARKE.
In 1921 George had moved to Bridgend S. Wales wherenarried an
Emily SMITH and they had five children.

He died in Cardiff in 1950.

No personal medal or service records found. TheeAbgoters 1918 list
gives George's address as Edingworth?



1/5th and 1/6th N. Staffs
battalions arrived in

France in February 1915.
Among the first Territorial

Force wunits to go to
France, these two
battalions took part in the
1915 Battle of Loos and at
Gommecourt on the
northern flank of the Battle
of the Somme.

The 1/6th with the 137th

Brigade took part in the
storming of the St Quentin Canal. It was a compafirthe 1/6th Battalion,
led by acting Captain A. H. Charlton, that seizkd Riqueval Bridge over
the St Quentin Canal on 29 September before then@®s could fire the
explosive charges, an action for which Charlton wiagorated with the
Distinguished Service Order. (Wikipedia)
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Served 1894 — 1906 Gunner Royal Artillery

WW1 508317 Sgt 502nd Wessex Div. Royal Engineers.
Awarded British and Victory medals.

Enlisted Jan 1894. Occupation on enlistment — Gede

He served in the Boer War.

He appears to have re-enlisted or been recallé916 for the duration of
WW1 as a Sgt. In the Wessex Royal Engineers.

Later transferred No 20077 Somerset Light Infantry.

Finally being discharged 1 Feb 1919.

(No other record of his WW1 service found)?

The Absent Voters list of 1918 gives his addressMenor Farm
Edingworth?

Born East Brent 1876. son of John and Elizabeth GARast Brent.

He married a Ruth RAWDING in 1905 and they hadehekildren John,
Thomas and Dorothy.

In 1911 the family were living in Weston super mare



In 1939 he was a House Painter living in No2 'Po@lattage’ East Brent.

A career soldier he served. Malta Feb 1895 —
Oct 96. Gibraltar Nov 1896 — Jan 1900

Boer war S. Africa Jan 1900 — July 1900.
China July 1900 — Dec 1902

Earned 1900 China medal.

S Africa Medal & Clasp
(Cape Colony)

In 1916 after he appears to have been in the

Territorial's when aged 40 He Re-enlisted or was

conscripted for the duration into the Wessex Royal

Engineers as a Sergeant. (No doubt as a signals
instructor due to his earlier military experience).

He appears to have committed some misdemeanourisgdhis earlier
service in China! Forfeiting his Gunners pay apewf times in July
1900.

On 8" Dec 1900 he was Tried and imprisoned for 2 mon{Bharge
unknown)?

He was demobbed 1st Jan 1919

The 502nd Wessex Engineers fought with the 57td {&iest Lancashire)
Division

1917

The 57th Division received a warning order on 5Sudem 1917 that it
would soon depart for France. The units crossed Ghannel 7-22
February and assembled at Merris on 23 February.IBiree days later
it took over the right sector of Il Anzac Corpsrtmoof Le Tilleloy. The

Division then remained in France and Flanders auk tpart in the

following engagements:

The Second Battle of Passchendaele (26 Octobé&tev@mber 1917



1918 The Battles of the Lys (9-29 April)

The Battle of the Scarpe (26 — 30 August)

The Battle of the Drocourt-Queant Line (2-3 Septerhb

The Battle of the Canal du Nord (27 September €tbker)

The Battle of the Cambrai (8 — 9 October) in whicé Division assisted
in the capture of Cambrai

The occupation of Lille (17 October)

The general final advance in Artois (15 OctoberNalrember)*

The Division was withdrawn for rest on 1 Novembed avas in the
eastern suburbs of Lille at the Armistice. ( hftpww.longlongtrail.co.uk

*

202744 Pte. 1/AGlosters
Awarded British and Victory medals

Born East Brent 1892 His mother was Mary A LEEtheo of William
(below)

1901 census shows an Albert H Lee, aged 9, livirigdangworth with his
mother Mary A LEE, widow, aged 50. and sisters &lezth and Beatrice
(JJ)

By 1911 he is a farm worker for a Mr Brock at Olctomn.

The Absent Voters list of 1918 gives his addredsdiagworth.

It is believed after the war Albert married an A&rMIILTON from
Edmonton Middlesex in 1921 and had a son.

He died in Bridport Dorset in Nov. 1964.

No record of his WW1 service found

* $
150474 Cpl. 18 Machine .Gun. Sec"sCanadian. Infantry. Bat.

William was born at Shapwick c: 1896, son of adtioal labourer Job
and Mary Ann LEE who in the 1901 census was a witlewvg at Bristol

Road, East Brent.

He is living with Henry and Kate FROST in 1911 abrth Yeo

Edingworth. assisting on the dairy farm. aged 15



Sometime between 1911 and 1915 he migrated to MamitCanada.

He volunteered into the 79th Overseas Battaliontlod Canadian
Expeditionary Force on 10th Nov 1915.

He gave his age as 23 yrs and his next of kin as Mary BURDGE.
Grandmother East Brent.

The Absent Voters list of 1918 gives his addredsdiagworth.

After the war he appears to have gone back to Bramdianitoba Canada
where he married a Jennie CLAY c: 19217 They hegketdaughters Lola
Jean 1922-2005, Margery Mae 1925-91 Louella Dof&dr8- 2009.
William LEE died 31 Mar 1948 . aged 52.

The 5th Battalion Canadian Forces were creditedhwtihe important
victory and capture of Vimy Ridge in April 1917. i¢¢éhhad been under
German control since October 1914. The corps sedfel0,602
casualties: 3,598 killed and 7,004 wounded.
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19083 Pte: Somerset Light Infantry

Later after suffering bronchitis he transferredthe
Labour Corps. 346010.

Awarded 15 Star, British and Victory medals

Enlisted May 1915

Served in France from Dec 1915 until discharged Jan
1919

No other record of his WW1 service found

Son of Fred and Lavinia NUTTYCOMBE of Burton

Row. East Brent.

The brother of Thomas NUTTYCOMBE below who alsovsel.

On discharge, He became a master builder.

Married Eva May Phillips from Spaxton in Sep. 19Zhey had 5
children; Gordon, Peggy, Kathlene, Pamela and Beipw Betty
GRIFFIN.

In 1939 he was a builder living with the family #2 Manor Close. East
Brent.

Bill died 1956.

(Jenny Binning and Betty Griffin)
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1371 and 165530 Pte North Somerset Yeomanry

Awarded 1915 Star, British and Victory medals.

His 1371 Number was his Territorial service numlzer renumbered
165530 when his N Somerset Yeomanry Territoriak was embodied
into the Somerset Light Infantry

Served in France from Feb 1915.
No other record of his WW1 service found

Born at Allerton in 1892. son of Fred and Lavinid NTYCOMBE who
by 1911 had moved to Burton Row. East Brent.

Older brother of Herbert NUTTYCOMBE above.

Married Bertha PETHERHAM at Badgworth 1916. Bented in 1960.

In 1939 he was a 'Horseman' on a farm. Living ihe"TCottage' East
Brent. Throughout WW2 he was an Auxiliary Fireman.

Believed to have died in 1963,

Their son Ernest "Joe" served in WW2 and marriedserman lady
Helena HAAS. Their son Terence was born in EastitBne1949.

(Jenny Binning)
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205180 Warrant Officer Class 2 Lieutenant. 1st Saght Infantry.
Awarded British and Victory medals.

Served in France from December 1917

No other service record found.

Born ¢ 1888 in Battleborough Lane Brent Knoll

Only son of Jeffrey and Louisa PETERS nee BAWDEN

1911 the family was living at Burton Row Farm, E&sent.

He married Ester HAM in 1922,

In 1924 John was a carpenter in East Brent.

In 1939 the family were living in 'Sycamore Housel.ympsham.
John died in 1972.



1((* *

240642 Pte 2/5th Battalion Somerset Light
Infantry.

Awarded the British War Medal.

(No other service records found).

He is known to have served in Burma.

(2/5th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry Formed

from a territorial unit at Taunton in September

1914 as a Second Line battalion. Became part of

135th  Brigade, 2nd Wessex Division,

12 December 1914 : landed in India. The Divisionswaoken up on
arrival. Became divisional troops to Burma Divisjothen in January
1916 joined part of Rangoon Brigade in same Divisio

Born in Westford, Nr, Wellington Som. in 1899.
Son of Joseph and Emma POOLE

The youngest of thirteen, He ran away from homennme knew two of

his older brothers had gone abroad to war and watkeer 7 miles to

Taunton where he enlisted into the Somerset Ligfanitry clearly under
age. He must have convinced the enlistment offiteashe was or nearly
19 years old, for he was quickly posted oversedl thie British Indian

force to Rangoon in Burma.

Men who served out their time in Burma in the Ramg®rigade were
awarded the Victory medal and British War medal wate not awarded
the 1914-15 star Europe medal.

"After his return from service he was restless datermined to find one
of his brothers in the USA. It was difficult to gato the USA at the time.
So he first went to Canada. He travelled one day WSA on the pretext
of going to see a Boxing match. He then stayechen WSA where he
found an older brother living in Detroit. He workddr a while for
General Motors.

He eventually returned to England and back to bistsr at Rockwell



Green Nr Wellington. Where he worked at Fox Brosawers, where he
met his future wife Cecily MIDDLETON who was the wighter of a

foreman weaver at Whitney's Oxford who came to Bms.

They married at Wellington in July 1929. They sdrtmarried life at

Glastonbury as a salesman for Singer Sewing maghuhde his wife ran

the shop selling machines and Haberdashery etc.

They moved to East Brent in 1934 living in a co#tagpposite the War
Memorial near James Stores. Leonard worked for speaes for James
Stores until he had to do what was considered Wiank' during WW2. at
BAC working on aircratft.

Eventually, the cottage where they lived was conteandue to lack of
running water and toilet etc. And they moved whbit five year old and
3 month old daughter Rita into No 5 Manor CloseDutober 1937 Where
Rita still lives happily today" (Rita THOMAS. né8OOLE).

Leonard died in East Brent in 1970.

1(1<. $
24325 Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry.

Born in East Brent son of Frank POPHAM in 1880. Whee enrolled
Charles was a carter living in Bridgwater. He nedrElizabeth WEST in
Glastonbury in Dec 1917. Where they lived afterdesob in 19109.

Transferred to the Royal Berkshire Reg. Corpor&1®4in May 1916.

He was a reserve soldier and stated at his aitestditat he had served
with the Guards for three years, when he enrohieéeb 1916.

He was severely reprimanded for "Neglect of dulkelyy to prejudice
military disipline while in charge of a section'rftGambling with Private
soldiers™!

1(1<. >
116090 Trooper.*1Canadian. Mounted Bat.



(Prior to emigrating to Canada Ernest had servgelds in the local
Territorials). No UK medal or service record found

Enrolled at Vancouver Canada 29 March 1915.

Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force.

Born Acacia Farm Rooksbridge Sep. 1885 Son of Tdsm@nd Eliza
POPHAM

He migrated to British Columbia Canada in 1913 whke became a
lumberjack.

In Dec. 1915 while on Home leave in England befmng sent to France
with the Canadian E.F. he married Beatrice BAKERRooksbridge
daughter of local tailor/draper
Arthur BAKER who lived with his
wife and family at Beaconsfield
House in Rooksbridge. After his
war service he and his wife
Beatrice and his three sons
remained at Beaconsfield House
where he died in 1966. For many
years until into his 80’s he worked
at the Cheddar Valley Dairy in
Rooksbridge.
Ernie POPHAM stoking the boilers
at the Cheddar Valley Dairy

1st Canadian Mounted Rifles C.O.E.F. was
originally a cavalry battalion first formed in
March 1915 which saw fierce action in many of
the major battles in France and Flanders. It was
soon realised that mounted cavalry tactics were of
little use in trench warfare and the Battalion was
changed into more of a mounted Infantry roll.

The Canadian forces were at...

1916 The Somme and Mount Sorel

1917 Ancre Heights, Hill 17, Ypres, Vimy Ridge,
Arras, Messines Ridge and Passchendaele.

1918 Cambrai, Canal du Nord and Hindenburg
Line etc.
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14384 Pte. 1 Royal Irish Rifles Regiment

142724 L/Cpl R.A.M.C.

Awarded 1914-15 Star, British and Victory medals

Born 1888, East Brent son of Frank and Ellen POPHANRooksbridge.
Brother of Frederick POPHAM who died during the tabf the Somme
in 1916.

From 1911 - 14 he was a footman at Dillington Pdrkinster.
Enlisted August 1914 at Bristol.
Entered France June 1915.

For most of the war he appears to be with the kdtaBon Royal Irish
Regiment who in Nov 1915 were transferred to Sa&mnWhere they
stayed until August 1917

In November 1915 a combined Franco-British forcéwad large brigades
was landed at Salonika (today called Thessalon#tahe request of the
Greek Prime Minister. The objective was to help $eebs in their fight
against Bulgarian aggression. But the expeditiomvad too late, the
Serbs having been beaten before they lanakdjt//www.1914-1918.net

Promoted to Lance-corporal in 1915.

Granted 10 days leave in Sep 1917 while suffering Walaria.

In March 1918 he transferred as a private to thgaRérmy Medical
Corps.Probably due to his ill health/fithess?

Was discharged Aug 1918 with 20% Disablement duddtaria.

With pension of 5/6d a week rising to 8 shillingsli920.

When discharged he gave his address as DunsmoRdtry?

(He may have married a Hilda WILKINS in 1920 ? (Ad@e Reg. Dist).
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382586 Ftr. 267. Brigade. Royal Garrison Artilleffgast Riding
Territorial force).

230931 Gunner. Royal Garrison Artillery (Regularcefrom Dec 1919)
Awarded British and Victory medals.



Born Acacia farm. Rooksbridge 1888 Son of Thonaasl Eliza
POPHAM

Brother of Ernest POPHAM

Died Lancashire Sept 1963

(Between 1905 and 1908 Roland signed on at Bristolerage for the
Marines and was based at Plymouth. In 1908 he wa marshalled for
theft and sentenced to 6 month in prison with 'Hamabour and

discharged from the Marine Infantry.

1911 census he may have been serving in 2nd BattdPAlbert Somerset
Light Infantry based in Malta)?

In 1919 Roland appears to have taken the bountg-emlist for a further
two years.

No other WW1 service records found
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29087 Pte. 184th Royal Berkshire Reg.
later transferred to 110253 Labour Corps
Awarded British and Victory medals.

No army record found

Born 1884, Rooksbridge

Son of Henry and Hannah POPLE of Turnpike Road.

The Sixth of seven children, three of his oldelisds were handicapped.
In 1901 he was in Bristol working as a 'Butch&tsy' for James and
Sarah BOLEY who were originally from Rooksbridget lad set up a
Butchers Shop in Clifton area of Bristol.

The 184th consisted of those men in the Territdfiaice who had not
volunteered for overseas service when asked abtitiereak of war. It
originally acted as a reserve to the 145th Brigadending drafts of
officers and men as battle-casualty replacementspamticipated in home
defence duties. It was assigned to the 61st (2mth3didland) Division
and, from May 1916 onwards, served on the WesteontFin the
trenches.
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Private 1255 Wessex Veterinary Hospital
Private 551557 Labour Corps

Born at Burton Row Farm East Brent in 1889

Son of farmer Francis and Susanne PUDDY.

His father had died in 1915 and at the time of

his enrolment he was helping his brother to

run the farm at Burton Row.

He married a Winifred FROST in 1930 and in

1939 Francis and Winifred along with his

widowed mother Susanne PUDDY was a

Dairy Farmer at 'Wickwood Farm' Brent Knoll.

He died in 1959 at his home at Wickwood. His wifeniived died in 1976
at Ham Green Hospital

They had two daughters Mollie and Frances.

Francis and Susanne were active members of thisiBtiegion and the
Methodist church at Brent Knoll.

Before the war he was a territorial soldier No.(d51.1

He was called for General Service Dec 1915 anceplan reserve.

His appeal as a farmer to the Axbridge Board wgscted and he was
drafted to the 1/1st Wessex Division Veterinary pits in May 1916.

In Dec 1916 he was transferred to the Regular Avi@terinary Corps.

He was then transferred to the Labour Corps wheradrved until his
release in Feb 1919.

There are no records for any overseas service dalmecord.
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16650 Pte.12th (Service Batt. Gloucester Reqgt.
70460 Pte. Machine gun Corps.

Awarded British, Victory and 15 Star.

Born 1896 Son of Thomas and Ellen ROPER of EasttBre
By 1901 the family were running a Laundry in Worl&here in 1911
William was an Errand Boy.



On enlistment at Weston in December 1914 he gavedtupation as a
"Poultry Keeper"

Initially enrolling Dec 1914 aged 18, into the 12@ervice Div.
Gloucestershire Regt. he entered France in Nov.1915

In March 1916 the 12th Division took over a sectidriront line between
St Laurent Blangy and the southern edge of VimygRjdhear Arras.They
moved south in July to reinforce The Somme and weetion at, High
Wood, The Battle of Guillemont, The Battle of Fl&surcelette, The
Battle of Morval and The Battle of Le Transloy.

In Nov 1916 he was transferred to the 95th Macl@ue Corps. Part of
the 5th Div.

He saw action in Flanders and the battles of VinggR, Passchendale,
and Ypres.

5th Division was one of five British formations sefed to be moved to
Italy taking up positions in late January 1918 m edfort to re-enforce
Italian resistance to enemy attack after a recesdster at Caporetto.
Many diaries at this time, by men who had witnesskdighter in the
floods of Passchendale talk of the move and Italyeing "like another
world". Unfortunately this pleasant period was riot last, and the
Division was quickly recalled to France, where #remy had made an
attack in overwhelming strength on 21 March duritgy final 'Spring
Offensive'

He was finally demobbed in April 1919 when he wdsken off the
Strength of the B.E.F. Rhine Army".

He married an Elsie Knight believed to be from Aglge in 1924.

In 1939 he was a Labourer living in Kewstoke Roadri/with his wife
and 13 year old son Reginald. Reginald died in 1&gt just 15,

In 1941 William ROPER was a bus conductor in Westigper mare.

He died in Weston Super Mare in 1957 aged 61.
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H/35143 Tpr. ¥ Hussars

Awarded British and Victory medals.
Still serving in Jan 1920.

No service records found

Born Rooksbridge. 1892 Son of wheelwright/carpeli@lter and Emily
SANDIFORD of Turnpike Road.



Married Martha NEADS of Yatton in 1910

They had three sons, Maurice, Dennis and Joseph
SANDIFORD

In 1939 Herbert 'George' was a gardener living in
‘Spar Cottage' Rooksbridge.

He died 1948.?

Photo Melanie Body.

In 1917 his regiment sailed to Basra to fight

against the Turks as part of 11th Indian Cavalry

Brigade. They moved to Baghdad from where the

first attack was launched in March 1918 againsveidn of the enemy in

the Battle of Khan Baghdadi. The 7th Brigade haelrtble of cutting off

the enemy retreat, first destroying the baggaganen) then routing the
enemy division in fifteen minutes. Another offerssmas mounted by the
British and they again encircled the enemy at Batfl Shargat. On 30
October, as they were preparing to attack agawsreame through that
Turkey had surrendered but the 7th were to remaianaoccupying force
until May 1919.
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SE/10893 Pte. Army Veterinary Corps
Awarded 1915 Star, British and Victory medals.

This Corps was responsible for the medical cararmmals used by the
army; mainly horses, mules and pigeons.

As an older and possibly a member of the Territwrithe SE/ 'Special
Enlistment' attached to his service number indisdateat he was placed
into the A.V.C. due to his experience with horsethe farm?

Entered France Sep 1916an find no indication of the Regiment he
would have been attached to as an A.V.C. mdanother records found

Born at Blakeway, Nr Wedmore 1875 Henry a farm labo married
Emily WEAR of Heath House, Wedmore in 1894

Henry and Emily had six daughters including one wleal in infancy and
three sons two of which also died young. The sikdobn all attended
East Brent School.



In 1901 the family was living in Dutch Road, Mankdathe family settled
in Rooksbridge in 1903.

In the 'Absent voter list' of 1918 while serving dgi@ve his home address
as Rooksbridge.

Henry died in Dec 1935. at Rooksbridge. And is édirat St Marys East
Brent.

His wife Emily also died at East Brent in 1965 a@éd
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S/306987 Pte. 80RId. Sup Det. R. A. S. C.
Awarded British and Victory medals.

Also awarded a Good Conduct medal on demob.

Born in 1888.

While serving he gave his Next of kin and home adsdras Evelina Kate
SMITH of Brixton House, Rooksbridge. He married Eva MILLER in
June 1914.

On registration at Weston super mare in Dec 191%dee married and a
butcher living in Cambridge Place, Weston superéMar

He was placed on 'Reserve' and mobilised in Ma&t/ lwhen he was
sent to France as a butcher with 60th Supply D&t.3RC.

Finally released on 'Reserve' status in Nov 191t9wlaich time he gave
his home address as 'Lane End Farm' Uplyme, Devon.

In 1939 he may have been a farm worker living iediion Devon with
his wife and 24 year old son who was also a buther

No other records found
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99524 Pte. 41st Mach. Gun Corps
Awarded British and Victory medals.

Born in Isle Abbotts. Som. in 1893. Youngest soiza$t Brent
Blacksmith Thomas and Jessie TAYLOR.

He was a farm labourer.

1918 Absent Voters lists his home address as Newt Rottage East
Brent?

On his German POW record he gives a wife's naniag?



POW. During the German Spring Offensive at thelBatt St Quentin 21-
23 March 1918 in which the Germans forced the liceretreat, he was
wounded and taken prisoner along with thousandstlodérs on the first
day of the battle on 21st Mar 1918 and was serthéoPOW camp at
Cassel in central Germany.

Being in the Machine Gun Corps he was extremelkyut survive
capture by the fact that: due to the deaths thaldcbe inflicted by the
machine gun, most captured machine gun crews oh biokes were
shown little mercy and often unofficially shot heir captors!

(During the same retreat, George HAM of Rooksbri(ljsove) was also
taken prisoner on the 25th March).

Albert's older brother Frederick still living inlésAbbots served with the
Dragoons in the Boer war and was also recalle@neesin the B.E.F. with
the Royal Tank Corps at the outbreak of WW1 in Astgl914, winning

the 1914 Mons Star and British and Victory medals.
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86186 Driver Royal Field Artillery.

192878. Q. Royal.Engineers.

Awarded 15 Star, British and Victory medals.

Son Of John and Pamela THOMAS. of Pear Tree Farmkstwidge.
Born 1898. Brother of Reginald THOMAS (below).

He was a farm labourer.

He married Ellen ABLETT in 1929. And in 1939 theyed in 'Wellfield
House' Vole Road East Brent with daughter Kathleen.

In 1939 he was working at the Dairy in Rooksbridge, washis wife
Ellen "Nellie" THOMAS who was in charge of the cneaand butter
making at the Cheddar Valley Dairy and lived widr daughter 'Kay' and
son in law in Mendip road Rooksbridge. Kay alsorggeer working life
in the office at the Cheddar Valley Dairy. Shedatearried Peter TILLEY
of Tarnock Garage.

Maurice died 21 Jan 1949.

Enrolled Feb 1915 age 17 into the Royal Field ketyl. (He gave his year
of birth as 1896)!
Posted to France for the duration of the war.



Later transferred to Royal Engineers.
Was released into the Territorial Reserve Feb. 1919
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216550 Dvr. I Som. Royal Horse Atrtillery
Awarded British and victory medals

No army service record found

Born 1892 East Brent.

Son of John and Pamela THOMAS.

Of Pear Tree Farm, Rooksbridge.

Brother of Maurice.

He married Winifred BAITHE of Weston super marelBil5

In 1939 he was a Greengrocer living in Bristol whik wife Winifred and
daughter Doris and son Kenneth.

He appears to have died in Bristol in 1995 at theeaf 1037
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51754 Cpl. C. Sqdn. Machine Gun Corps

Awarded the 1914 Mons Star with clasp and rosetidBriand Victory
medals

Clasp to the 1914 Star

A bar clasp inscribed "5 Aug. to 22 Nov. 1914" vgagen to
all those who qualified for the 1914 Star and whoved under
fire. Since the same ribbon is used with the 193 4Star,
holders of the 1914 Star were permitted to weamalksilver
rosette on their ribbon when the medal is worn.

Born 1894 son of Boot maker Walter and ElizabetN@ENT

of East Brent. Younger brother of Victor (Below)e lenlisted

into the Somerset Light Infantry in Nov 1910 clangpito be 18

years and 6 mths. He was discharged in Feb 191Hafong made a "Mis-
statement as to his age".

At the outbreak of war he enrolled into the Cavaifythe %' Dragoon
Guards Sept 1914. Gave his occupation as an Elalcémgineer.

In his short military career he also served witd flPth Lancers and the
Machine Gun Corps



He was posted on 6th Oct 1914 to The Expeditiofasce in France.

Where he took part in the battle of Mons.

He suffered serious eyesight problems and was aligeld in June 1915 as
‘Unfit for war service’. Possibly the affects of ggauffered at the 2nd
battle of Ypres. When German troops first used mogas against the
allies. He died Dec 1951 aged 57, his death wastezgd at Weston

super Mare district.
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138506 Gunner. Royal Garrison Atrtillery.
Awarded Victory and British War medals.

Born Feb 1890 He was a farm labourer son of bodtem&Valter and
Elizabeth VINCENT of East Brent, brother of IvortAur VINCENT
(above). and sisters Lavinia and Miranda. In 19&Inarried dressmaker
Minnie FRY of Rooksbridge. And they had a daughténifred born
1913.

By 1939 Ivor was a farmer living at Kingsway Tarkotle died in 1943.
aged 53. His wife Minnie died in 1970 aged 82.

At his attestation at Weston in Dec 1915 he gaweducupation as a
‘Cowman' he was assigned to the Reserve. He wagisedinto the RGA

in April 1917. Where he served in France for theation of the war. He
survived the horror of Passchendaele and was szleas1919 when he
returned to take on a farm at Tarnock.

ST

266518 Pte. 1/8Gloucester Reg. (Bristol Batt. Territorial Force)
Awarded British and Victory medals.

The Battalion landed at Boulogne March 1915 laggwead in Italy from
November 1917.

Born Bristol in 1896 son of Helena and Dixon WARDavin 1911 were
living at Locking Hutton.

His father was a railway foundry foreman and histhmmo was born in
Cape Town and was Headmistress of Hutton Schod.faimily moved to
East Brent and his father Dixon WARD became a nenad the East
Brent War Memorial Committee set up in 1919 to mgeafor the erection



of the East Brent memorial. The family were livimgEast Brent at 'Anvil
House'.

George married a Gladys K FOX at Axbridge. in Delben1925.

C: 1939 he was a dairyman in East Brent

George died in Dec. 1970 at WSM.

No army service record found
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20946 Pte. Res™Devons

41245 Pte 1/28 London Atrtist Rifles.

Awarded the British and Victory medals.

Born 10 August 1899. Son of Albert and Mary WARD.

Bristol Rd Rooksbridge. Brother of William. (below)

In 1901 the family were living in Bristol Road, Eas

Brent.

He married Florence TINKNELL in 1923 and they had

two sons Albert 1927-64 and Walter 1930-82. and two

daughters Ruth 1924-2014 and Brenda 1944.

From 1933 the family were living in Biddisham, wbehe was a
farmworker. He was a member of East Brent Britiglgibn and a Special
Constable. (Brenda PUDDY nee WARD)

Florence died in 1964 in WSM and Harry died Sept3Lat Bristol and is
buried at St Johns church in Biddisham.

Having registered into the Devonshire regiment9da3 as a farm worker
on reserve, he was eventually mobilised and traresfé¢o the Artists Rifle
Brigade in September 1917.

Demobilised into the 'Z' Army Reserve on 4th Mat€1i9.

Dog Tag of Harry WARD

Each man was issued with an 'ldentity Tag' (Dog)Tag

which he wore around his neck at all times. It 1&gy

personal item to many families. This red fibre dsc

sometimes the only memento that was actually there

in battle and is the only link with the person thatre

it every day.

Sadly there are thousands of blood stained dog tags
that are all that was found of the man and retutodds family.



8938 L.Cpl. Territorial Res.

5664457 Cpl.%' Som. Light Infantry

Awarded British and Victory medal.

Also the South Persia General Service Medal and
clasp in Nov 1923.

Born 1892 Godney, son of Albert and Mary WARD.

living on Bristol Road, Rooksbridge in 1911

Brother of Harry WARD (above).

From the outbreak of war on 3 August 1914 the 2aitebon was posted
on garrison duty in India and it was based herd¢Herduration of the war.
The 2nd battalion saw action in the Middle East.

At the end of the war he appears to have servedtlaelr two years until
1920 in Southern Persia (Iraq) with the Somersetilnfantry. For

which he was awarded the General Service MedalChas).

In Nov.1923 he was serving with the 2nd SLI at Akbarracks, Agra,
India.

After his war service he is believed to have meggatto Canada.
(Brenda PUDDY nee WARD)
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Q/A.M. 8843 “Pegasus”

729733 Royal Naval Air Service.
Awarded British and Victory medals

Born 30 Jan 1898 in Weston Super Mare. Son of

George and Mary WATKINS landlord of the Knaoll

Inn c1914-27

He was employed as a motor mechanic when, at 1% y#a he enlisted
'For 3 years or the duration' into the R.N.A.SMay 1917 as an aircraft
mechanic. Based aboard HMS 'Pegasus' TransfewititgetRAF in April
1918 when the RNAS and RFC amalgamated into the. RAF

He was released into 'Z' Reserve in March 19109.

He married Vera Kate LUFF in 1925.

He died 27 Feb 1966, East Brent.



After his war service he took over his fathers weisale Wine and
Tobacco business and in 1939 was living at '"Westokast Brent, with
his wife Vera.

During WW2 he was Chief Divisional Warden of theuBoMendip Area,
which covered the large area of Burnham, Lympshabheddar,
Axbridge, Wedmore and Theale etc.

He was a Freemason and also very active in thelpddver the years he
served on the Parish Council, the Harvest Home dtteen East Brent
School managers, church warden and a leading mewibéne local
British Legion.(Jane Watkins).

HMS Pegasus was an
aircraft carrier/seaplane
carrier bought by the
Royal Navy in 1917
during the First World
War. She was laid down
in 1914 by John Brown &
Company of Clydebank,
The ship was converted to
operate a mix of wheeled
aircraft from her forward
flying-off deck and floatplanes that were raisedddowered into the
water. Pegasus spent the last year of the war @ A#ictic Circle
supporting the Grand Fleet, but saw no combat. §rent most of 1919
and 1920 supporting British intervention againsg tBolsheviks in North
Russia and the Black Sea. The ship remained weghMediterranean
Fleet until 1924, but was placed in reserve in 19ffer a brief
deployment to Singapore. Pegasus was sold for sarapl931.
(Wikipedia).
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Lieutenant_ondon Reg. Machine Gun Corps

Born in September 1897 in Yeovil SOM. The son ofvRArchdale
Palmer "Archie" WICKHAM vicar of East Brent betwed®911-35. and
his 2nd wife Harriet Elizabeth Amy STRONG.



He served in France as Lieutenant between 19161820 with the
Machine gun Corps. London Regiment He was awardédl\British and
Victory service medals.

He was wounded in April 1918 Western Daily Press 09/04/18)

After his service, He became an Architectural Histo and wrote books
articles for several magazines. Am architectural historiahle was the
author of 'The Churches of Somerset', 'The Villagé€ngland' 1932.
And 'The Italian Renaissance' 1935.

| have his cuttings, one of which is from The Gephical Magazine,
November 1940 (pages 406-417) entitled 'The Jacoleantry Church:
|. The Seventeenth Century Atmosphere'. (Jame&h&im. Son)
This article starts with a very personal introdoiati

"1917, during the later stages of the battle ofa8yd was sharing a shell-
hole with a lance-corporal for whom | had a greagard, and who was
killed at my side a few weeks later. Existence wasomfortable and we
discussed preferable occupations, as many soldiers

must be doing again. My friend, who had come to

the war from Leeds University, said he wished he

was back in his laboratory. | said that | shouke |

to be on a bicycle, exploring country churches, a

habit | had acquired while at school at

Winchester..." He goes on to say that his wish was

granted. While his friends was not.

"Given that our father died when we were both

young, the few things we know are really second

hand via stories from our mother. For example, we

were always told that he got a head wound whilendabut the rum ration
and the bullet passed through his tin helmet.altisce story, but probably
not entirely accurate'(James Wickham. Son)

"I don’t think my mother- who died in 2000 aged &ler recovered from
his death. He was the love of her life. He intrastlder to a love of
history, particularly architectural history thatesed up a whole new
world for her. Their backgrounds were very diffdreishe was a
glamorous divorcee with three children and a tredlgast and he was the
son of a country vicar - Archdale Palmer Wickhamhaf/ they married
the provost of Eton forbade my father from recegvcommunion (my



father was a devout Christian) because in marrmggnother, a divorcee,
he considered my father to have committed adultergl told him he
should resign as Housemaster, the Headmaster &elynsupported my
father and he kept his house. We left Eton whediée.

Personally although | barely remember my fatheavehalways been very
proud that he fought in the First World War. Amohigngy contemporaries
— | was born in 1947 — it is their grandfathers fadhers who fought in
this war but my father was 50 when | was born se wgoung man in
1914."(Joceline Wickham. Daughter)

1924-1951 he was a housemaster and teacher of m@eyuages and
history in Eton College. He was also interestecane books, manuscripts
and pictures. He founded the college Archaeolodgcaliety in 1943,

Archdale Kenneth died of lung cancer on 20 Junel HdShe age of 53 in
Eton. Surrey.

Spouse: Raymonde Ghislane CRAWLEY.

Raymonde Ghislane CRAWLEY and Archdale Kenneth VWMHZHY
were married on 23 December 1943. Children wermedaJohn Rufus
WICKHAM, Jocelyn WICKHAM. Jane Jones)
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Kings African Rifles
Born in Suffolk in 1886. The
son of Rev. Archdale Palmer
"Archie" WICKHAM Vicar of
East Brent and his first wife
Emily Edwina nee
BALDWIN.
Brother of Reginald
WICKHAM below.

In 1901 he was a pupil/boarder



at Marlborough College.

In 1913 he became engaged to Evelyn daughter of Rbe. P.
WHITFIELD-BRANKER of Brent Knoll and they married 8rent Knoll
in April 1914.

At the outbreak of war Edward his wife and his bestReginald were
working in the rubber industry in German East Adriand taken prisoner
by the Germans. And all their possessions taken fhem.
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After their release in 1917 both brothers were cissmned as officers
into Kings African Rifles

He is believed to have died in Kenya in 19267
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Probationer Flight. Officer R.F. corps
No medal or service record found

Born 1889 son of Rev. Archdale Palmer "Archie" WKAM Vicar of
East Brent and his first wife Emily Edwina nee BAWIN.

At the outbreak of war both Reginald and his brothéward were serving
in East Africa, and taken prisoner by the Germans.

After the war he appears to have settled in Ugaitia. family visited
East Brent from Uganda in 1925.

Reginald died Uganda 21 Sept 1938 (Jane Jones)

1918 "Reginald Trelawney WICKHAM, RAF, second sdntbe Rev A P
WICKHAM and the late Mrs Emily Helena Macpherson GKHAM,
was married on July"6at St Marys Church, Harrow on the Hill, to Mary



Olive, younger daughter of the late Rev William V&S L and Mrs
VASSALL of Aisholt, Somerset"

Reginald Trelawney WICKHAM Cadet granted temporamynmission as
2nd Lieutenant 18 Nov 1918

*32.
131716 Gunner 337 Brigade, Royal Field Artiller{e(ritorial Force)
Awarded British and Victory medals.

Born in 1888 in Cardiff "Archie" was one of 1lildnen of house painter
George WILKINS and wife Jane from Bath.
He married Edith EMERY daughter of George and HanEMERY of
Rooksbridge in Dec 1914. Edith had three brothe @ brother in law
serving in WWL1.,
Archie and Edith lived in Alfred Street Cardiff.
Archie was a house painter and died in Cardiff in
1928 aged 40. Edith died in Cardiff in 1965.

When 28 year old Archie registered into the
Army Reserve in Dec 1915 he was a married
House Painter Living with his wife Edith in
Cardiff. During his service Edith moved back to
stay with her parents in Gills Lane Rooksbridge.
After Archie was demobbed they had a son
Norman born in 1920.

In 1917 the 337 Brigade were in Mesopotamia
modern day Irag and were involved in the captureligfit from the
Turks.
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140548 449 Pte. Agr. Co. Labour Corps

Henry was born in Axbridge in 1887 son of an Amd3IKEY and Mary
WILSON.

He married Ada NUTTYCOMBE in July 1912. And thewdd in
Mudgley Wall Lane Rooksbridge.



C. 1925 he was a quarryman at Cheddar.
In the Absent voters list of 1918 his address igegi as Mudgley
Rooksbridge.

449 Agricultural Co. was based in Taunton.

For some of the older conscripts or those unablgass the A1 medical
fitness required for front line duty. Agricultur@ompanies were set up
attached to the Labour Corps. to take men with i farming
experience to help on farms on the home front tmlpce much needed
food and forage for both home and overseas.

No medal or army record found
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Pte. 33895 Royal Tank Corps | Dec 1919 he was
released into 'Z' class Army Reserve.
No medal records found.

Henry WOODWARD was born 1898 in East Brent

the second son of Frank and Mary WOODWARD

of 'Church Farm' His father was a farmer and

General dealer and also local representative #®r th

Axbridge and Highbridge Farmers Union. Henry wasucaded to
elementary level in East Brent and initially workeath his father and
older brother Charles on the farm. but later becanpeoduce agent and
farmer in East Brent. His father Frank Woodward aetsve in the appeal
for more leniency for farmers sons in the ConsmipAct of 1916.

However, Henry was conscripted into the Royal T@&dkps May 1916
aged 18.

His fathers appeal to the Axbridge Appeal Board wased down and he
was told that his "Daughter should give up teacland learn milking"!

After his war service, Henry migrated to Austraile1922 and was a
farm produce agent and company director. North 8ydhS.W. He sat in
parliament as a member of the Labour Party butepbirthe Liberal

Party after leaving office.

He died in 1966 at Wolstonecraft, NSW.

Henry Phipps John Woodward (4 April 1898 — 3 April 1966) became
an Australian politician and a member of the Newut8o Wales



Legislative Assembly for a single term between 1844 1947. He was a
member of the Australian Labor Party. (Jane JdiBs
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| am sure that the above information is far frormptete and there is probably more
to add. | am also aware that due to the many sswfceeference from which the
above stories and information were compiled, thitéxtremely likely that there are
some inaccuracies.
Please send any Errors and Omissions to me:
John Rigarlsford at jonrig@rooksbridge.org.uk
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At the end of the war, almost every individual wérdered into active service
overseas in the First World War was eligible tteast one, two or three campaign
medals according to their service. The medals seéulin tracing the mans service
as they are usually inscribed with his name, Serio. rank and regiment.

The set of three medals, or at least the Britism Miiadal and the Victory Medal are
the most likely medals to be found among familyrloems.

The medals aaffectionately known by those who weckall three as...........

1&% 2F =

"IT#'" %< B S$ 7 "> ' F & $
12
I 2 0

Pip, Squeak and Wilfred are the nicknames givahedhree WW1 campaign
medals — The 1914 Star or 1914-15 Star, British Wedal and Victory Medal

respectively.
This collection of three medals were primarily aseat to the Old Contemptibles the
original British Expeditionary Force (B.E.F.) aricbse who served abroad for the

whole duration of the war.

Normally all three medals are worn together anthensame order from left to right
when viewed from the front.



Conscripted men who served from 1916-18 were awiaitke British and Victory
medal irreverently known as 'Mutt and Jeff' aftewspaper cartoon characters of the
day, as were 'Pip, Squeak and Wilfred'
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Surname’ First name |Military No. [Rank Regiment Notes
ADAMS Frederick J | 188808 RAF
Amesbury Edward A |145957 Pte Gloucester Reg. Re-enlisted 1919
5083 Sgt Manchester Reg
BABB William 137133 Private Machine gun Corps Died Flanders
Casualty 1918.
Born East Brent Commemorated
on Taunton War
Memorial
(Family had moved
to Taunton)
27 :FF '$ H< B 1 3 >
BANWELL Frank E 2nd Lieutenant| East Kent Regiment. (.
3 %
2:77&:$ - H2$H % 3| 713!'1
BISHOP ErnestW |57794 Driver Royal Horse Atrtillery.
BLOOD Frederick 83231 Private Sherwood Foresters Died Nr Somme 20
Casualty May 1918 Buried
Married Margaret B 4
WOOD of 5
Rooksbridge.
¥ 0K
BODY Frank 216220 Gunner Royal Field Atrtillery Died France 26
Casualty Oct 1918.
Born East Brent Commemorated
on Winscombe
War Memorial
(Family had moved
to Winscombe)
BODY Tom 27618 Private Devonshire Regt
BURGE William C | 9554 Blacksmith Army Service Corps Also recorded as
‘Remount Service’ W. BIRCH
CHAMPENEY Arthur R 34783 Private 11th Worcester Regiment
CHANCELLOR Charles B (21608 Cpl. Gloucester
CLEAL John 17499 Cpl. Welsh Regiment.
COLES Ashley T 2346 Rifleman 12t Rifle Brigade No service records
found
COLES George 13963 Private. 10th Devonshire Regiment No service records
found
COLES Richard 47310 Private Rifle Brigade No service records
found
COMER Frank 17154 Gunner Royal.Garrison.Atrtillery
COMER Frederick Captain Training Res. Battalion No service records
found
COMER George 7/830 Trooper Canterbury Mounted Rifles, [ Died 1915
Casualty Inman N.Z.E.F Emigrated to New
Zealand before
enlisting.
COMER George A (117184 Driver. Army Service Corps




COMER John L 17536 Private Devonshire 4th Res Batn
COMER Wilfred 117061 Gunner Royal Garrison Artillery. Died 21 May 1917
Casualty Arras France.
Widowed mother
living in
Rooksbridge).
COOK Ernest 184230 Gunner/signall | 2/75 Mtn. Royal Field
er Artillery
COOK Henry 388926 L/Corp 497th Royal Engineers No service records
found
COOPER Arthur H $8% 3L.> 2 > | F
George > & $
COX Harry 24115 Pte. Wilts Reg.
Dennis 93693 Pte. RASC .
CREES Bertram F | 13986 Sapper Royal Engineers 17th Field |Died 1915 Ypres
Casualty Coy
CROSS William 019114 Private A.S.C. Mech. Transport No service records
found
CURRY Reginald 235 Corporal North Somerset Yeomanry
DAUNTON Charles W |17157 Sergeant ARMY Service Corps Previously served
Major in Boer War.
DAUNTON Charles Signaller Royal Navy Son of Charles W
DAUNTON
DAVIS George H (3917 Sapper Wessex Div Royal No medal record.
Engineers
DERRICK John L ? Captain Yorkshire Regiment. 6th Died 1917
Casualty Bn Flanders.
George 47910 Pte. 10th Batt. W. Yorkshire Died 1917 France.
DIBBLE Henry. Regiment Family had moved
to Brean
DINWIDDY Leonard A |11631 L/Corporal Coldstream Guards Died 1915 Loos
Casualty (Harry) N France
DINWIDDY George 12266 Gunner 77th Brig. R.F.Artillery
DUDLEY William 201980 Private Somerset Light Infantry No service records
found
DUNSTON Walter 59910 Private 1/5th Royal Welsh Fusiliers No service records
found
DURSTON Frederick |158588 Sergeant 5ond Queens Holt? 7
7 s
K '
3 @
DURSTON John 442054 Private Canadian Infantry (British |[Died 1917 Arras
Casualty Columbia Regiment) 7th Enrolled in Canada
Bn
DURSTON Walter W | 15335 L/Cpl Army Veterinary Corps No service records
DYER Frederick 14723 Pte Somerset Light Infantry
375252 L/Cpl Labour Corps




EMERY Alfred 29396 Pte Devonshire Reg.
d -
EMERY Alfred ? 2" Lieutenant |1t 5 Northumberland
Fusiliers
EMERY Edward 9408 Sergeant Dorsetshire Regiment 2nd |Died 1916 POW
Casualty Bn Baghdad
EMERY Ernest J 285045 Private 30t Gloucester Regiment No service records
found
EMERY George 148719 Gunner Royal Field Artillery
FIELD Stanley - % Served on Royal Navy No service records
Destroyer found
'Satyr'
FISHER Ernest 19156 Private 5th Dorset Regiment No Service records
Casualty or family details
found
FISHER Frederick C|21260 Gunner 142 Durham Heavy Bty
of the Royal Atrtillery
FROST Harold W |668634 Pte Labour Corps
FRY George 218058 Able Seaman |Royal Navy
GAMLEN Wiliam H |266522 Private Gloucestershire Regiment |Died 1916.
Casualty 1st/6th Bn. Somme
GILLHAM Ernest 609 Gunner 1% S. Royal Horse Artillery |No service records
found
GRANT Alfred 620300 Gunner 152" Somerset Royal Died 1917.
Casualty Horse Artillery Somme
Later. “B” Bty. 223 Abbeville. Possibly
Brigade Royal Field in hospital there?
Artillery
GRANT Joseph 77346 Driver B.D. Royal. Engineers No service records
found
GRANT WilliamJ |28199 Private Royal Lancs Reg Brother of Joseph.
Casualty Commemorated at
East Huntspill
GROVES James M2/167584 |Private. Mech |Army Service Corps No service records
found
HAM Albert W 14884 Pte. Gloucester Reg.
HAM Arthur G 1663 Sergeant Prince Of Wales. Co. 1% Awarded DSM. No
Welsh Guards service records
found
HAM Geoffrey A Captain . 8" Som. Light Infantry
HAM Francis W |13488 Pte. Irish Guards
HAM Frederick C|1735 Private Monmouthshire Regiment |[Died 1916 Somme
Casualty Unit 2nd Bn
HAM George B (20592 Private 6th Somerset Light Infantry | No service records
found. POW
HAM Jesse W 4553 Private 2/6™ Glosters No service records
found
HAM Roland 86184 Gunner Royal Atrtillery.
T329854 Driver Army Service Corps
HAM Sydney R |8451 Royal Fusiliers No service records

found




HAM Sydney W (971 Sapper Royal Engineers 2nd Died 1915 Somme
Casualty (Wessex) Field Coy
HAM Walter J 32426 Private Royal Warwickshire Signed Navy 5
J.23778 Boy Navy March - Apr 1913
HAM William A/H Somerset Light Infantry Born Stone
Allerton
HARRISON Albert 5655 Private Gloucestershire Regiment |Died 1915 Ypres.
Casualty 2nd Bn
HATCH Ernest E T362649 Private Res. Army Service Corps [ No service records
found
HATCHER Percy 44695 Private Royal Berkshire Reg No service records
26391 Royal Warwickshire Reg. |found
HILL Bert 110705 Cadet R.A.F. corps 7 " 11
l! |$
HOBBS Reginald 7547 Private 1* Som. Light Infantry No service records
found
88B:3 % 0 '2 $8%%
HUETT Percy 86339 Gunner Royal Field Artillery No service records
found
HUETT Walter R 354284 Private 449 Agr. Co. Light
Cavalry?.
JEFFRIES George 27548 Private 1/6 N. Staffs
LANG Frank 508316 Sergeant 502" Wessex R.E Previously served
in Boer war as
Gunner in Royal
Artillery.
LEE Albert 202744 Private 1/4" Glosters No service records
found
LEE William 150474 Cpl. 13" Machine .Gun. Sec. 5" | No service records
Canadian. Infantry. Bat found
NUTTYCOMBE Herbert W [19083 Private Somerset Light Infantry No service records
found
NUTTYCOMBE Thomas 165530 Private N. Somerset Yeomanry.
PETERS John E 205180 Cadet 7" Som. Light Infantry No service records
found
PETHERAM Thomas 209035 Sapper Royal Engineers Died 29 Sep 1918
Casualty Somme
POOLE Leonard 240642 Private Somerset Light Infantry No service records
found
POPHAM Ernest J 116090 Trooper 1* Canadian. Mounted Bat |Enrolled
Canadian Overseas Vancouver
Expeditionary Force Canada 1915.
POPHAM Frederick [20593 Private Somerset Light Infantry Died1916 Somme
Casualty 7th Bttn.
POPHAM Henry 14384 Private 1% Royal Irish Rifles Reg.
142724 L/Cpl R.A.M.C.
POPHAM Ralph 620298 Gunner Royal Field Artillery "B" Died 1918 Somme
Casualty Bty. 223rd Brigade
POPHAM Roland G |382586 Fitter 267. Brigade. Royal No service records

Garrison Atrtillery

found




POPLE Charles 40544 Private Worcester Regiment Died 1917
Casualty Flanders
POPLE John 110253 Private 184" Royal Berks. No service records
Labour Corps found
PUDDY Francis 551557 Private Labour Corps
PUDDY John 17373 Private Somerset Light Infantry 1st | Died 1916 Ypres
Casualty Bn
ROPER Wiliam R |16650 Private Gloucesters
70460 Private Machine gun Corps
SANDIFORD Herbert H/35143 Trooper 7" Hussars No service records
found
SLOCOMBE Henry 10893 Private Army Veterinary Corps No service records
found
SMITH Charles S |S/306987 Private . 60" Railroad. Sup Det. No service records
R.A.S.C found
STUDLEY Wiliam H |368 L/Cpl Australian Imperial Force Died 1917 Ypres
Casualty France
TAYLOR Albert E 99524 Private Mach. Gun Corps No service records
found
THOMAS Maurice P | 86186 Driver Royal Field Artillery
192878 Royal Engineers
THOMAS Reginald 216550 Driver 1* Som. Royal Horse No service records
Artillery. found
TURNER Arthur 14805 Private Gloucestershire Regiment. |Died 1915 of
Typhoid at home
Not recorded on at Chelwood Nr
East Brent Memorial Pensford
VINCENT Ivor A 51754 Corporal . 0 |
VINCENT Victor P 138506. Gunner. Royal Garrison Atrtillery
WARD George 266518 Private 1/6" Glosters No service records
found
WARD Harry 20946 Private Res. 4" Devons No service records
found
WARD William 8938 L/Corporal 2" Som. Light Infantry
WATKINS WilliamJ 8898 Q/IAM ? Royal Navy “Pegasus” ? No service records
found
WICKHAM Archdale ? Lieutenant . Machine Gun Corps
WICKHAM Edmund Kings African Rifles
WICKHAM Reginald Probationer Royal Flying Corps
Flight. Officer
&FD&7> " 0 2 53
13
WILSON Henry J 140548 Private Agr. Co. Labour Corps No service records
found
WOODWARD Henry P J |33895 Private Inns of Court.
Officer.Training.Corps




Special thanks to members of the East Brent Patdsory Group,
residents and many other contributors for theinlodmaterial, help and
encouragement! Special thanks to lan McLaren ofdBltam for
contributing many of the names of East Brent seivien and guidance on
medals etc. Also to Colin Loader for organising tpanting and
publishing etc, and to Phil Rogers the proof regdamd correcting my
typo's!

And to the following for their help with family redections, information
and photos etc.

Jane Jones. New Zealand

Marlyn Truckle Whatley. Nee Bishop Glos.
Margery Fear nee Emery. WSM

Sara Kew. (Emery and Ham)

Doreen Shaxton nee Rich. Wiveliscombe
Betty Griffin nee Nuttycombe. East Brent
Jenny Binning nee Nuttycombe

Melanie and Norma Body Biddisham (nee Grant)
David Loveridge. (Coles)

David Porter

John Ham East Brent

Janet Harding East Brent

Rita Thomas nee Poole. East Brent
Michael Ham Rooksbridge

James Wickham

Joceline Wickham.

John Flavin Lympsham

Helen Batt nee Sandford

Kathleen Smith nee Sandford

Helen Marshall: Badgworth P C.

Rev. Judith Jeffery: Crooks Peak Churches.
Brenda Puddy. nee Ward.

Hassan Hadi. (Puddy)

Alan Davies (School)

Yvonne Claridge (School)



Websites.

CWGC. War Graves Commission

Ancestry, FindMyPast and GenesReunited etc.
The Long Long Trail website.

Wikipedia.

Imperial War Museum.

Some Memorials of War in the County of Somerset
And many others!

And the dozens of WW1 books | have referred too!

If | have forgotten anyone please give me a renminde
Without your help this project would not be possibeé.

Was your grandfather, great Uncle or any of yourikamembers ever
involved in the Great War, the so called ‘War tal &dars’?

Did your grandmother, aunt or any other femaletnetaserve as nurses or
do other war work at home or abroad?

Do you have any stories, photos, medals, servio@ds or memorabilia
etc?

Especially anything relating to their lives duriad after the war.

If you know or can tell anything at all about tineek of any of these brave
men and women of our East Brent parish and whatarbecof them and

their families after the war ended, we would loggtit it on record.

Do please get in touch with any additional inforimat corrections or

omissions etc.

John Rigarlsford . 2014-18

jonrig@rooksbridge.orqg.uk
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